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Table host biographies 

 

Sarah Bailey 
 
Sarah is a senior lecturer in the Department of Pharmacy & Pharmacology at the University of Bath. Sarah's 
research focuses on trying to better understand the molecular basis of depression and anxiety, diseases that 
are estimated to affect 1 in 6 adults in the UK. Sarah is a staunch advocate for public engagement and has 
developed a wide portfolio of activities. These have included: designing and delivering a sci-art event, Art of the 
Brain; leading on a range of activities in conjunction with Understanding Animal Research and the Science 
Media Centre; and developing a public engagement strategy for the Department of Pharmacy & Pharmacology. 
In 2015, she was awarded the University's Vice-Chancellor's Award for Public Engagement with Research. 
 
Gillian Baker 
 
Dr Gillian Baker is the Manager and PCPIE (Patient, Carer, Public Involvement & Engagement) Lead for NIHR 
Exeter Clinical Research Facility. Her project “Exeter 10,000” is one of the Engage Competition case studies 
(www.publicengagement.ac.uk/case-studies) and she is a co-author of a paper in the first edition of the journal 
Research Involvement & Engagement (Jenner, Gilchrist & Baker, 2015). NIHR Exeter CRF won the directors 
award at the annual Clinical Research Facilities Conference for their poster “X-Men-in-White: supporting British 
Science Week using a collaborative approach to science, research and education”. 
 
Bálint Balázs 
 
Bálint Balázs has an MA in history (Central European University) and sociology (Eötvös Loránd University), and 
is a PhD candidate in environmental sciences. He is the managing director of the Environmental Social Science 
Research Group (ESSRG Ltd). He teaches environmental sociology at the Institute of Nature Conservation and 
Landscape Management, St. István University, Gödöllő, Hungary. He has international research experience in 
EU-projects on the field of human-nature interactions, sustainable agri-food systems and policy analysis, as well 
as science-society, science-policy dialogues, transdisciplinary and cooperative research, participatory action 
research. He is a board member of the Environment & Society Research Network of the European Sociological 
Association. He is the country contact person for “Living Knowledge”, the International Network of Science 
Shops. He is on the global Steering Committee for the Equity & Sustainability Field Hearings, a project of 
Initiative for Equality (IfE). 
 
Sharon Clancy 
 
Previously CEO of Mansfield CVS, from 2000 - 2007, Sharon worked as Head of Community Partnerships at the 
University of Nottingham from 2007 to December 2013. In January 2014 Sharon started her PhD - a 
collaboration between University of Nottingham and the National Trust - looking at short-term residential adult 
education. Sharon is currently at the writing stage of her thesis and also works on a consultancy and training 
basis in relation to the voluntary sector and community and public engagement. Sharon’s earlier background is 
in both Higher Education and the voluntary sector, particularly in the area of disability and learning disability 
and she has worked for mencap, the National Autistic Society and the Down’s Syndrome Association as well as 
leading a team at Sheffield Hallam University developing curricular access for people with disabilities. Sharon 
have taught social policy, community engagement and leadership and management in Higher Education. 
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Gareth Davies 
 
Gareth Davies is a Research Associate in the Faculty of Science at the Open University (OU), UK. He is currently 
working on the 'Engaging Opportunities' Project, designing, collecting, and analysing data for the evaluation of 
impact, and supporting researchers through continuing professional development. 
 
Lorraine Dennis 
 
Dr Lorraine Dennis is currently Project Manager for the Visual Voices of the Prisons Memory Archive: 
preservation, access and engagement project at Queens University Belfast. Supported by the Heritage Lottery 
Fund, the project aims to develop the 170 recordings from Armagh Maze and Long Kesh prisons as a 
sustainable resource which captures some of Northern Ireland’s troubled past. From its inception the Prisons 
Memory Archive had public engagement at its core with participants co-owning their recordings. This is just 
one aspect of an ethical framework within which the PMA has developed its culture of engagement to effect 
change on society. Lorraine’s involvement with the PMA spans almost a decade beginning with her role as 
researcher in 2006, when the first recordings were made. In that time she has worked in universities, local 
government and voluntary sectors experiencing all that is good, and bad in public engagement practice. 
 
Hildegard Dumper 
 
People in Health West of England (PHWE) is a unique partnership of four health organisations - Bristol Health 
Partners (BHP), NIHR Clinical Research Network West of England, CLAHRC West (Collaboration for Leadership in 
Applied Health Research and Care) and WEAHSN (West of England Academic Health Science Network). It aims 
to increase and promote involvement and participation in health research and service improvement, working in 
a collaborative way with both members of the public and professionals. By working together we hope to make 
more efficient use of resources, thereby avoiding duplication and creating a strong, united voice. 
 
Tony Gallagher 
 
Tony Gallagher is a Professor of Education and Pro Vice Chancellor for Planning and Public Engagement at 
Queen’s University. His main research interest lies in the role of education in divided societies and for the last 
decade he has developed a major programme of work on shared education, bringing Protestant and Catholic 
schools in Northern Ireland together in collaborative networks, an approach which is now being developed in 
Israel and California. He has also been responsible for developing a public engagement strategy for Queen’s 
University, is a member of the steering group of the International Consortium for Higher Education, Civic 
Responsibility and Democracy, a member of the Council of Europe ad hoc Expert Group on Higher Education 
Policy and a Deputy Board member of the European Wergeland Centre, Oslo. He is co-editor of the forthcoming 
book, Higher Education for Democratic Innovation (to be published by the Council of Europe). 
 
Susy Giullari 
 
Susy has a PhD in social policy and has been a researcher for over 20 years. After a few years at Bristol and 
Oxford Universities, Susy has mostly worked in the Third Sector designing, managing and conducting co-
produced and participatory research in a national and European Context. Susy is currently grappling with the 
issues of Data Management and Ethics in co-production multi-disciplinary research, within the ESRC funded 
Productive Margins project. Over the years Susy has designed and delivered a number of participatory 
workshops, with service users, practitioners and research participants. Susy has presented at numerous 
academic and non-academic conferences and written a number of publications. 
 
Hazel Grian 
 
Hazel has a MA (First with Distinction) in Visual Culture from Bath Spa University. She lectures, speaks and 
delivers workshops to students around the country on transmedia practices and trends in public experience 
design using new technology. Hazel is a senior resident at Pervasive Media Studio working with researchers and 
technologists in creative and innovative ways, with a particular interest in robots in public spaces. In 2013, 
Hazel joined Knowle West Media Centre to develop original ideas for green and digital businesses with South 
Bristol residents. Highlights of the project have been producing events like the Make It Festival where adults 
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and children met UWE and Bristol University engineers and saw a 3D printer for the first time; bringing 
engineers together with teenage girls to develop a personal safety tool; presenting OpenBionics at Bristol 
Central Library (the first public event there of its kind) for BBC Digital Bristol Week; the pilot Knowle West 
Furniture Factory providing training and creating real jobs in digital manufacturing, introducing university 
expertise to unskilled residents.  
 
Rachel Rose Jackson 
 
Rachel Rose is a Research Project Officer at the Tobacco Control Research Group, University of Bath (UK), and 
comes from a public health background. She is currently part of an international, multidisciplinary team that 
works closely with local-to-global stakeholders to investigate how international corporations, primarily 
transnational tobacco companies, influence policymaking in African countries. Public engagement is at the core 
of Rachel Rose’s work. 
 
Rita Long 
 
Rita is a 'service user researcher' at the Spectrum Centre (University of Lancaster) with lived experience of 
bipolar disorder. Being part of systems that enable people to live their lives in a way that's meaningful to them 
is what motivates her. These activities include running a bipolar support group and being a member of the 
Manchester SOTERIA group. Rita is very proud to be Bipolar UK’s volunteer of the year and also completed a 
Winston Churchill travelling fellowship last year. 
 
Emma McKenna 
 
Dr Emma McKenna is Co-ordinator of The Science Shop at Queen’s University Belfast, working with community 
based organisations to develop research projects suitable for completion by students as part of their 
degree. After completing her PhD she worked in research and policy in voluntary organisations for a number of 
years. She has researched and supported public engagement at a policy level as part of the EC funded PERARES 
project (Public Engagement with Research and Research Engagement with Society). More recently she has 
focused on public engagement through the curriculum and is currently deputy co-ordinator of the EC funded 
EnRRICH project – Enhancing Responsible Research and Innovation through Curricula in Higher Education.  
 
Peter McOwan 
 
Peter McOwan is a Professor of Computer Science in the School of Electronic Engineering and Computer 
Science at Queen Mary. He was appointed to the role of Vice Principal for Public Engagement and Student 
Enterprise in January 2012. Peter’s interdisciplinary research interests are in visual perception, cognitive 
science and biologically inspired hardware and software. He was coordinator of the successful Living with 
Robots and Interactive Companions (LIREC) project, one of the EU’s largest robotics projects, developing long-
term synthetic companions, and is currently coordinator of an EU Science in Society grant Teaching Enquiry 
with Mysteries Incorporated (TEMI), using magic, myths and mysteries to promote enquiry-based education in 
Europe. He was a founder member of the Computing at Schools network, was elected a National Teaching 
Fellow by the Higher Education Academy in 2008 and was awarded the 2011 IET Mountbatten Medal for his 
work in promoting computer science to diverse audiences. He also co-created with Queen Mary Innovation 
(QMI) the QApps venture, which develops commercial smartphone apps. 
 
Martin O'Neill 
 
Martin O'Neill has been working in the field of action research and community engagement for over fifteen 
years, particularly with communities categorised as disadvantaged in South Wales and The Valleys. His areas of 
research and community engagement have tended to focus on health and wellbeing and their link to social and 
economic community regeneration. His experiences of working in many of these diverse communities has 
taught him many lessons of the challenges involved and the pitfalls that can be encountered. In recent years 
Martin has taken the role of community lead on one of the new Cardiff University “flagship” engagement 
projects and is currently involved in developing, in partnership with the Welsh Government, an innovative 
approach to using community culture, art and history to foster a community, university and cultural / historical 
agency approach for engagement in developing co-produced initiatives aimed at tackling local issues. 
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David Owen 
 
David is an experienced consultant, facilitator and project producer with expertise in public engagement, 
partnership development and organisational change. His recent projects include working with the Wellcome 
Trust on the National Forum for Public Engagement with STEM to help deliver a step change in activity across 
the sectors involved in informal science learning and supporting the development of an engagement and 
impact plan for a £4M bid to the Arts and Humanities Research Council. David has an MSc in Systems Thinking 
from the Open University. He has written on a variety of topics including public engagement, evaluating impact, 
conflict transformation, film exhibition and student-community engagement. David is committed and 
passionate about social and environmental justice, is a keen photographer, nature lover and just about 
hanging-in as a sports person. Find out more at www.gurukula.co  
 
Claire Packman 
 
Claire is currently the Impact & Engagement Manager for the College of Social Sciences and International 
Studies at the University of Exeter. Prior to that Claire was Communications Officer for the Egenis research 
centre and was also the impact lead for the Health and Wellbeing cluster of the ESRC's Secondary Data Analysis 
Initiative. Claire began her working life as a journalist, and has been a press officer for the Department of 
Health and for the RSPB. 
 
Lesley Paterson 
 
Lesley is the Senior Facilitator and Coordinator, Public Engagement with Research at the University of Oxford. 
Lesley’s role is to support the University to become more strategic and coordinated in public engagement with 
research. Lesley has worked in public engagement and communications for over 15 years, with particular 
experience in the development of strategy, evaluation, grant funding, public dialogue, stakeholder 
engagement, facilitation, communications and working with festivals and the media. Prior to Oxford, Lesley was 
the Royal Academy of Engineering's first Head of Public Engagement before becoming the Head of 
Communications and Engagement responsible for all the 'pubs' - public engagement, public relations, public 
affairs and publications. Previous positions include Public Engagement Project Manager for the Wellcome Trust 
where she managed grant programmes and a programme of events to encourage networking and shared 
learning between practitioners and researchers; 'PA' to a sheep - as a Science Writer for creator of Dolly - 
Professor Ian Wilmut and enthusiastically trying to engage 100's of Scottish school children as part of the 
University of Edinburgh's 'Sci-Fun' outreach programme. Lesley started life as a marine biologist wanting to 
work with dolphins and ended up slightly down the evolutionary scale with a PhD in worms. 
 
Lisa Pettibone 
 
Lisa Pettibone currently coordinates the capacity-building project for citizen science in Germany "Citizens 
create knowledge" (BürGEr schaffen WISSen, GEWISS). In this role, she organises interactive workshops with 
key stakeholders related to citizen science and science-society collaborations in order to develop theoretical, 
strategic, and practical resources. She holds a doctorate in political science from the Freie Universität Berlin 
and previously worked for the non-profit organisation Citizens For Europe. 
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