
 

  
 

 

SUPI GATHERING 2015: 
THE QUEST FOR SUPERB SCHOOL-UNIVERSITY PARTNERSHIPS 

ETC VENUES, AVONMOUTH HOUSE, LONDON, 10.30-17.30, TUESDAY 3 NOVEMBER 

 

Time Activity Location 

9.30 Registration opens 

Coffee, tea and pastries available 

Foyer 

10.30 Welcome Rose room 

10.40 Quest(ions) icebreaker 

An opportunity to define your ‘quest’ for the day and meet others on the same 
journey 

 

Rose room 

11.00 Keynote: ‘The Quest for Inspirational School-University Partnerships’ 

Becky Parker, Director, Institute for Research in Schools, with Robert Appleby, 
Caitlin Cooke and Anna Evans 

 

Rose room 

11.20 Talking Toblerone 

We’re developing a new tool to support school-university partnership working, 
but need your help to make it work… 

 

Rose room 

12.30 Lunchtime Show and Tell 

A session for SUPIs and related projects to share highlights and learning from 
their work. Check your delegate packs for details of who is here and the many 
different things they’re keen to talk about! 

 

Yellow 
room 

14.00 Stories that challenge and inspire 

Reflecting on our SUPI journey to date – this session explores what we’ve 
brought to the experience and things that have inspired us along the way 

 

Rose room 

14.45 Parallel Workshops I 

 
Workshop A: ‘Perceptions of research: journeys to shared meaning’ (Rose room) 
Kay Yeoman (UEA SUPI) and Richard Watermeyer (UEA SUPI evaluator) 
 
If embedding research into the secondary school environment is a main SUPI aim, then we 
need to consider what we think research actually is. We need to know how our target 
audience perceive research, and what value they place on it, and if indeed they think they do 
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research at all. We need to also consider how the term research is used in formal documents 
such as the National Curriculum and examination board specifications. We will also explore 
the use of frameworks to map SUPI activity, as well as examining the use of stakeholder 
interviews to examine SUPI impact. 
 
Workshop B: ‘Online engagement: what works’ (Yellow room) 
Mary Jacob, Paula Hughes and Jo Hamilton (Aberystwyth University SUPI); Catherine 
Baxendale, Jane Taylor, Ann-Marie Houghton and Alison Wilkinson (Lancaster University 
SUPI) 
 

From Virtual Learning Environments to blogging, Skype and social media tools, there are a 
range of different technologies and online spaces that can help to support effective school-
university partnership working. This interactive session will highlight what’s working for SUPI 
projects based at Aberystwyth University and Lancaster University, and explore the potential 
of different digital engagement methods in use across the SUPI network. 

 

15.45 Comfort break 

15.50 Parallel Workshops II 

 
Workshop A: 'Gathering gems for the Evaluation Framework' (Rose room) 

NCCPE and Jenni Chambers (RCUK) 
 
Join RCUK for a session that discusses capturing SUPI best evidence, including findings from 
an independent review of the 2014 evaluation framework responses, as well as identifying 
some of the ‘jewels’ that are particularly valuable in understanding SUPI work and in 
creating a treasure trove of evidence. 
 
Workshop B: 'Mobilising research in schools' (Yellow room) 

Michael Slavinsky (Brilliant Club); Becky Parker and students (Institute for Research in 
Schools) 
 

Join the Brilliant Club and IRIS to explore different models of mobilising research in school 
settings, from researchers bringing their work into schools, to students themselves as 
researchers. 

 

16.50 Quest completion 
A chance to complete or reflect upon your quests and outline your next steps 
 

Rose room 

17.10 Responses and reflections Rose room 

17.30 ENDS  
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