
 

 

 

 

 

The mismatch between school and university timetables frequently acts as a barrier to planning and delivering activities. 

This simple tool can help school and university partners to identify pressure points in their calendars at the start of a 

collaboration or planning cycle, so that they can work together more effectively 

 

Below is an example of some of the pressure points in school and university timetables, based upon the experience of the University of East Anglia SUPI project: 

 

Month Sept Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb March April May June July August 

School                                                 

University                                                 

  

High pressure points are times when there can be little interaction between schools and universities due to the lead-up and start to a new term/semester, 

revision and assessment 

Medium pressure points are times when there can be some interaction, but this will depend on teaching loads – often there are additional administrative 

pressures on top of teaching, such as UCAS statements for schools and visit days for universities 

Low pressure points are good opportunities for interaction when teaching at university slows or stops – teaching at schools continues but there is often a greater 

degree of flexibility 

School holidays can be good times for strategic meetings or for teachers to take part in teaching at university (for example, Teacher Advisory Panels, PGR courses 

on school interactions) – understandably, however, some teachers will protect this holiday time and not want to interact 

 

 

School-University Calendar Coordination Tool 

Who is this tool for? 

School and academic leads, 

project coordinators 

How will it help? 

Identifying optimum times 

for school-university 

activities 



Things to think about 

 Is there a particular year group that you want to engage? Pressure points for working with Year 9 may be different to working with Year 13. 

 What type of intervention will be made? Is it a one-off session or an activity that takes place over a number of weeks?  

 How far in advance do activities need to be planned? 

 You might also want to consider ways of working together outside the school timetable, for example, through lunch clubs and twilight sessions or by using 

digital technologies. 

 

Academic year: 2015/16 Year Group: 
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