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Research for All: Universities and society  
Research for All: Universities and society is the journal for anyone, working inside or outside 

universities, who is committed to seeing research make a difference in society.  

 

Aims and Scope  

Research for All: Universities and society focuses on research where those inside Higher Education 

institutions and their complementary publics have active or potential interests. The journal aims to 

raise the quality of engaged research by stimulating discussion about the effectiveness of 

engagement with researchers, research outcomes and processes.  

 

The journal welcomes contributions from all social worlds and academic disciplines where people 

share, inspire or challenge each other’s interests in doing or using research. We publish empirical 

research and critical analyses of public engagement with research across all academic disciplines; 

reflections from practice; opinion pieces from diverse perspectives; and reviews of ground breaking 

books and events. It is a forum for sharing the learning that accrues from public engagement with 

the processes and products of research, whether that research is initiated within academia or 

elsewhere. Science communication, service learning, research governance, co-design, co-production, 

participatory action research, knowledge mobilisation, and more, are all relevant. Each issue of the 

journal provides a balance of topics across academic disciplines, professional sectors, types of 

engagement and styles of articles.  

 

Research for All considers questions relevant to all aspects of engaged research - including how to 

recognise different publics and identify apt methods for engagement; potential impacts arising from 

research; research literacies; navigating institutional cultures; recognising and valuing different 

expertise. Lastly, it considers the systems, cultures, literacies and technologies that support or block 

academics and their publics learning from each other.  

 

The journal serves readers and contributors from four key groups: academics who engage various 

publics with the processes or products of research, or investigate such engagement; various publics 

who have an interest in research from a personal, occupational or organisational perspective (e.g. 

charities, community organisations, professional bodies, public services); intermediaries who work 

to bring these groups together; and university management and funders developing their systems 

for public engagement with research. Academic articles will be linked with conversation pieces 

about applying ideas in practice. Three-way contributions will combine perspectives, for instance, 

empirical research or theoretical analysis with practice papers and spotlight commentaries from 

individuals involved.  

 

Research for All is sponsored by the Institute of Education, London, and the National Coordinating 

Centre for Public Engagement. Their support allows open access to all articles without charge to 

either authors or readers. The journal models the principles of public engagement in being a joint 

venture between universities and wider society, involving interaction and listening with the goal of 

generating mutual benefit. 


