
 

Plenary speaker biographies 

 

 Joy Carter 
 
Professor Carter has been Vice-Chancellor of The University of Winchester, 
since 2006. She is an academic with research based in Geochemistry and Health 
and was a former President of the international society in her field. Professor 
Carter is the current Chair of Guild HE, one of two representative groups in the 
Higher Education sector. She is a previous Chair of the Cathedrals Group of 
Universities and for many years served on the Universities UK Board. As an 
ambassador for skills and vocational learning, Professor Carter Chairs the 
University Vocational Awards Council (UVAC), and serves as the Vice-Chancellor 
member of the Sixteen + Ministerial Advisory Group. Professor Carter also 
chairs the Supporting Professionalism in Admissions Steering Group (SPA) and is 
a Board member of the Universities and Colleges Admissions Service (UCAS) 
and the Quality Assurance Agency (QAA). She is very engaged with the Church 
and faith based values-led education at all levels and is the Chair of the Church 
of England’s Steering Group for their Partnership of Teaching and Educational 
Development. In 2013, Professor Carter was invited to become a representative 
of the Lord Lieutenant and is now a Deputy Lieutenant for the county of 
Hampshire. Professor Carter is passionate about all aspects of equality and has 
a particular interest in widening participation. 
 

 
Steve Cross 
 
Dr Steve Cross is a freelance public engagement consultant and trainer as well 
as a stand-up comedian in-residence for academic research projects. He's the 
founder of Science Showoff and Bright Club, and a current Wellcome Trust 
Engagement Fellow. He recently left UCL where he spent seven happy years as 
Head of Public Engagement, including directing the London Beacon. Steve is a 
trustee of At-Bristol and an Honorary Fellow of the British Science Association. 
 

 Liz Curtis  
 
Liz Curtis is a mum of three children, Katie aged 11, Rosie aged 10 and Lily, who 
died aged 8 months. Liz set up and now runs The Lily Foundation, a charity 
founded in memory of Lily who lost her battle to a Mitochondrial Disease in 
2007. The charity is dedicated to funding research, raising awareness and 
supporting families affected by Mitochondrial Disease. Over the past two years 
The Lily Foundation have been involved in lobbying to change Government 
Legislation on Mitochondrial Donation and were over the moon when both 
Houses voted in favour of this earlier in the year. 
 



 Sophie Duncan 
 
Sophie has worked in public engagement for over 20 years. She is currently the 
deputy director of the National Co-ordinating Centre for Public Engagement, a 
role that includes overseeing NCCPE projects and communications. Originally 
trained as a physicist she started her career at the Science Museum in London 
where she was involved in exhibition design and public events. She then 
became programme manager with Science Year – a government initiative to 
promote science to teenagers. Following this, Sophie spent 7 years working at 
the BBC – leading the creation and delivery of national learning campaigns 
including Breathing Places which sought to inspire people to do one thing to 
help wildlife, and Play it Again which encouraged people to develop their 
musical talent. A skilled facilitator and trainer, Sophie is particularly interested 
in the role of evaluation to develop quality engagement. She is passionate 
about engaging with the public, and committed to finding more effective ways 
to support public involvement in higher education.  
 

 Keri Facer 
 
Keri Facer is Professor of Educational and Social Futures at the University of 
Bristol, UK. Since 2012 she has been Leadership Fellow for the UK Research 
Council’s Connected Communities Programme, a unique programme that 
comprises over 300 projects across the UK and is a global flagship for engaged 
and participatory research activity. Prior to this, she was Research Director at 
Futurelab, bringing together creative, digital, academic and practitioner 
expertise to innovate with new models of education exploiting everything from 
early stage augmented reality to brain-computer interfaces. She has worked 
with organisations ranging from UNESCO and the BBC to the city farm. 
 

 Bobbie Farsides 
 
Bobbie Farsides is Professor of Clinical and Biomedical Ethics at the Brighton 
and Sussex Medical School. Her research interest is in the experience of health 
care professionals and scientists working in ethically contested fields, and over 
the last fifteen years she has undertaken work with colleagues in fetal 
medicine, assisted reproduction, pre-implantation genetic diagnosis, stem cell 
science, and organ transplantation. Bobbie also has a long term interest in and 
commitment to developing the contribution of ethical analysis to public policy 
and governance. She has served on a number of national committees, and has 
also acted as a specialist adviser to the House of Lords. Most recently she 
chaired the Nuffield Council on Bioethics working party on Children and Clinical 
Research. Finally Bobbie is increasingly involved in projects which use the arts 
to engage publics with challenging issues in biomedicine, she is part of the team 
which set up the Sick! Festival in Brighton and is Chief Ethicist on the European 
Commission funded project Trust me I'm an Artist which explores the 
intersection between art, science and ethics. During the debate on 
mitochondrial donation Bobbie chaired an HFEA Public engagement event in 
London, spoke at a parliamentary briefing session set up by the Muscular 
Dystrophy Association in the week of the vote, and corresponded with the a 
variety of policy makers and committee chairs.  
 



 Angie Hart 
  
Angie Hart is Professor of Child, Family and Community Health at the University 
of Brighton. Angie also loosely coordinates the efforts of a group of academics, 
students and community members who live and breathe collaborative 
resilience research and practice development, in Brighton and beyond. Angie’s 
resilience profile is underpinned by professional and personal experience. She is 
a community psychotherapeutic practitioner in child and family mental health. 
And as the adoptive parent of three children from the care system, she is an 
experienced service user and advocate of health and social care services in both 
the voluntary and statutory sector. Beyond academia, Angie is the co-director 
of boingboing, a not-for-profit organisation doing resilience research, practice 
and community development. She is also the Academic Director of the 
Community University Partnership Programme (Cupp) at the University of 
Brighton.  
 

 Matthew Hill 
 
Matthew joined the BBC in 1988 as a district reporter in Kings Lynn for Radio 
Norfolk. His career took him via Radio Leicester to Slough, where he set up a 
district office for Radio Berkshire. He was broadcast journalist for two years at 
BBC Spotlight in Plymouth and in 1995, he became Health Correspondent for 
the West of England. Within a month of his appointment, he broke one of the 
biggest medical stories of the 20th Century - the Bristol heart babies scandal. 
Since then he has reported as health correspondent regularly for Newsnight, 
reported on Panorama, and is currently working on a File on 4 programme. 
Matthew has a wide range of news 'scoops' to his name. He reported on the 
very first case of the Bristol organ retention scandal (1996) and the racist organ 
scandal, which led to the resignation of the chief executive of the United 
Kingdom Transplant Authority. In 2001, his story about the sale of a second 
hand computer by Bristol University Law Department, which contained the 
names of paedophiles and their victims, led to a police and university inquiry. 
 

 

Steven Hill 
 
Steven Hill is Head of the Research Policy at the Higher Education Funding 
Council for England. Prior to joining HEFCE Steven was Head of the Strategy 
Unit at Research Councils UK - covering a range of research policy issues - and 
had several roles in the Department for Environment Food and Rural Affairs, 
working on evidence-based policy making. Earlier in his career Steven was a 
university lecturer at the University of Oxford where his research focussed on 
plant physiology and biotechnology. 
 

 Imran Khan 
 
Imran is chief executive of the British Science Association, an institution 
dedicated to making science a more fundamental part of our culture and 
society. A biologist by training, he believes that society will benefit from 
stronger engagement between scientists and the public. Imran was previously 
director of the Campaign for Science & Engineering (CaSE), and worked in 
Westminster as a political researcher. He serves as trustee of the technology-
focused international development charity Practical Action, and is a member of 
the board of the Longitude Prize. He has been named by The Times as one of 
the ten most influential people in British science under the age of 40. He has 
studied at the University of Oxford, Imperial College London and Cass Business 
School. 

http://www.boingboing.org.uk/
http://www.brighton.ac.uk/cupp/


 

 Nancy Lee 
 
Nancy is a Senior Policy Adviser in the Policy team at the Wellcome Trust. Her 
primary areas of work include regulatory policy and advocacy covering: 
regulatory frameworks for health research, regenerative medicine, the use of 
animals in research, clinical trials and global health. She also oversees work 
involving European policy and regulatory issues. On global health, Nancy 
provides policy and strategy input on issues including emerging infectious 
diseases and antimicrobial resistance. She is the key policy contact with the 
WHO and other global health partners. Nancy holds a Bachelor of International 
Business Relations and Law from Griffith University, Australia and a Masters of 
Laws from King's College London. 
 

 Sam Magne  
 
Sam is a Policy and Learning Manager for Big Lottery Fund. A non-departmental 
public body sponsored by the Cabinet Office, the Fund is the largest distributor 
of National Lottery money to good causes and responsible for delivering 40 per 
cent of all funds raised for good causes (about 11 pence of every pound spent 
on a Lottery Ticket) – around £670 million last year. Since its inception in June 
2004 The Fund has awarded £6 bn to projects supporting health, education, 
environment and charitable purposes. Most of this funding is awarded to 
Voluntary and Community sector organisations including Social Enterprises 
(92% last year). Sam joined The Fund in January 2012, and prior to that worked 
with VCSE organisations for 12 years as a practitioner and consultant.  During 
that time she co-authored a social inclusion workbook ‘Open Hearts Open 
Minds’ and led 4 years of research into rural race equality culminating in the 
publication ‘Multi-Ethnic Devon’. She is married with 2 children and works from 
Devon where she settled to start family life in 2000 after having worked on 
overseas development and disaster relief initiatives in Mozambique, Chechnya, 
Guinea Bissau and Bangladesh. 
 

 Alison Maguire Bsc ACA  
 
Alison Maguire became involved with the Lily Foundation charity after she lost 
her 4 year old daughter Niamh, to Mitochondrial Disease in 2009. This tragedy 
changed her life and career direction. She decided that supporting other 
families and using her medical background to ensure the best research was 
being done into these devastating conditions was what was important to her. 
She is now Head of Research at the Lily Foundation, working closely with 
doctors, coordinating the charities research initiatives and directly supporting 
families. 
 

 Paul Manners 
 

Paul Manners is Associate Professor in Public Engagement at UWE and director 
of the National Coordinating Centre for Public Engagement. The NCCPE’s role is 
to help to coordinate public engagement practice and to support innovation 
and strategic change in universities. Paul’s whole career has been education 
related. He trained as a secondary English teacher and after teaching for five 
years, joined the BBC where his credits include the long running BBC2 series, 
‘Rough Science’. He was an executive producer in BBC Learning, responsible for 
a number of broadcast-led public engagement campaigns, including the 
People’s War project, gathering tens of thousands personal reminiscences 



about WWII into an online archive. He is chair of the National Trust’s advisory 
panel on Learning and Engagement and a fellow of the RSA. 

 

 Clare Matterson CBE 
 
Clare Matterson CBE is Director of Strategy, she leads on strategy, policy, 
advocacy and education, communicating the work of the Trust, leading grant 
management and incubating new initiatives. Clare received a CBE in recognition 
of her services to public engagement with Science. From 2004 to 2014, Clare 
was Director of Culture & Society at the Wellcome Trust. With a small team, she 
conceived and led the first 10 years of Wellcome Collection - the Trust's highly 
acclaimed public venue.  She was responsible for bringing the arts and 
humanities into the core of the Trust's work and for extending its activities to 
engage the public with science. Passionate about education, Clare led the 
Wellcome Trust's initiative to create the National Science Learning Centre – a 
partnership with the UK Government to drive improvement in science 
education. She is currently Chair of the National Forum for Public Engagement 
with STEM. 
  

 Nick Meade 
 
Nick Meade is Director of Policy at Genetic Alliance UK, the national charity of 
over 180 patient organisations supporting all those affected by genetic 
conditions, and a member of the Patients' Network for Health and Medical 
Research (EGAN). Genetic Alliance UK's and EGAN's policy work focuses on 
research and innovation to facilitate progress towards cures and treatments for 
unmet health need, on the commissioning of healthcare services and access to 
therapies, on genetic testing and genomic technologies, and on reproductive 
choice. Genetic Alliance UK's work includes leading the Rare Disease UK 
campaign and the SWAN UK group which supports families of children with 
undiagnosed conditions; Nick is involved with both of these projects. Nick 
represents patients on panels and committees in the UK and Europe, including 
NHS England, UK Rare Disease Forum, UK Genetic Testing Network, National 
Institute for Health and Care Excellence and the European Medicines Agency. 
 

 Jonathan Montgomery 
 
Professor Jonathan Montgomery is Chair of the Health Research Authority 
(which protects and promotes the interests of patients and the public in health 
and social care research) and of the Nuffield Council on Bioethics (which 
functions as the UK's national ethics committee). He is Professor of Health Care 
Law at University College London. His research work concerns health care law 
and bioethics governance systems. His previous national Chair roles include the 
Advisory Committee on Clinical Excellence Awards (2005-14) and the Human 
Genetics Commission (2009-12). He has been involved in the preparation of 
ethical guidance in a number of areas of health practice and is currently 
chairing a task and finish group for the General Medical Council overseeing the 
revision of its guidance on confidentiality. Prior to the reorganisation of the 
NHS in 2013, he spent over twenty years on NHS boards in the Hampshire area, 
including chairing two provider trusts, a strategic health authority and primary 
care trusts. He is an Honorary Fellow of the Royal College of Paediatrics and 
Child Health. 
 



 Henk Mulder 
 
Henk Mulder is coordinator of the Science Shop at the University of Groningen, 
the Netherlands, since 1989. The Science Shop facilitates research on behalf of 
Civil Society Organizations (CSOs). Henk has an MSc in Inorganic Chemistry and 
a PhD in Energy and Environmental Sciences. Besides his work with the Science 
Shop, he is also a lecturer in Science Communication and Science & Technology 
Studies. He co-founded the International Science Shop Network, Living 
Knowledge, and participated in -and coordinated- many European projects to 
advance the cooperation of CSOs and universities, such as PERARES and 
Engage2020. 
 

 Julie Murphy 

Julie Murphy currently works as Patient and Public Engagement Manager for 
the Wellcome Trust Centre for Mitochondrial Research at Newcastle University, 
and her responsibilities are to lead on public and patient events to both inform 
on the nature of mitochondrial disease and to highlight recent scientific 
advances. Julie also manages the process of embedding public engagement 
across the centre, as well as managing a range of engagement activities. The 
aim is to design and develop new engagement networks to set up a robust 
communication channel between researcher and patients. 

 Sarah Norcross 
 
Sarah Norcross is Director of the Progress Educational Trust, Commissioning 
Editor of its flagship publication BioNews, and Co-Chair of the campaigning 
organisation Fertility Fairness. She is also a member of the Human Fertilisation 
and Embryology Authority's National Donation Strategy Group, the National 
Gamete Donation Trust's Advisory Council, and the Association of Fertility 
Patient Organisations. She chaired the steering group of clinicians, scientists, 
patient support groups and medical research charities which fed into policy for 
the Human Fertilisation and Embryology Act 2008, and was similarly involved in 
the Human Fertilisation and Embryology (Mitochondrial Donation) Regulations 
2015. Previously, she worked as a Barrister carrying out advocacy in the civil 
and criminal courts on the Northern Circuit. 
 

 Erinma Ochu 
 
Erinma is Creative Director and co-founder of social enterprise, Squirrel Nation. 
Squirrel Nation make and curate memorable experiences that punctuate 
everyday life using a range of formats, from games to films to pop up events, 
delivered through cross-sectoral partnerships to support social and 
environmental care. In 2015 Erinma was awarded an MBE for Services to Public 
Engagement with Science, Engineering and Technology. 
 
http://squirrelnation.co.uk @erinmaochu 
 

goog_1491877323
goog_1491877323
http://squirrelnation.co.uk/


 Richard Owen 
 
Professor Richard Owen is Associate Dean of Research and Knowledge Transfer 
& Professor of Science and Innovation Governance at the University of Exeter 
Business School. Richard’s research lies at the intersection of science, 
innovation, governance and responsibility. With a strongly interdisciplinary 
background, he trained originally as a scientist, then worked for a number of 
years in policy. For the last eight years he has worked in the broad field of 
science and technology studies.  
He studies the concept of responsible innovation as an interpretively flexible 
and contested discourse in the making and, increasingly, how narratives of 
science and innovation are being constructed in the broader discourses and 
situated practices of development.    
 

 Steve Pugh 
 
Steve Pugh is a career civil servant. He has been with the Department of Health 
in various policy and operational roles since 1992, including managing Non-
Executive appointments for North Thames Regional Health Authority Chair, 
providing the secretariat for the National Screening Committee and Team 
Leader of the Swine Flu Pandemic Team. He is currently Senior Policy Manager 
in DH’s Assisted Conception & Embryology team and managed the 
mitochondrial donation regulations project from the first discussions with the 
Newcastle University team in 2010 to the successful, concluding debates in 
2015.      
 

 Clare Ryan 
 
Clare Ryan is a Senior Media Officer at the Wellcome Trust, the second largest 
charitable foundation in the world. Her job involves promoting some of the 
biggest health stories in the UK and globally. Recent stories she has worked on 
include changing UK law on mitochondrial donation, the development of new 
vaccines and drugs to tackle the Ebola epidemic and the rise of drug-resistant 
infections. She also works on raising the profile of important issues in science, 
such as animal research, open access and data sharing. Before the Wellcome 
Trust Clare worked in a variety of communications and media relations roles 
across the UK and Europe. These include UCL, the University of Leeds and CERN 
in Switzerland. Clare has an undergraduate degree in Human Sciences from 
UCL, a masters degree in Science Communication from Imperial College and a 
diploma in Crisis Communications from the CIPR. 
 

 Rajesh Tandon 
 
Rajesh Tandon is an internationally acclaimed leader and practitioner of 
participatory research and development. He founded Participatory Research in 
Asia (PRIA), a voluntary organisation providing support to grassroots initiatives 
in South Asia and has been its Chief Functionary since 1982. He has recently 
been appointed Co-chair of the prestigious UNESCO Chair on Community Based 
Research and Social Responsibility in Higher Education. A renowned authority 
on participatory research, he has championed the cause of building 
organisations and capacities of the marginalised through their knowledge, 
learning and empowerment. He has contributed to the emergence of several 
local, national and international groups and initiatives to promote authentic 
and participatory development of societies. He has authored more than 100 
articles, a dozen books and numerous training manuals on democratic 
governance, civic engagement, civil society, governance & management of 
NGOs, participatory research and people-centred development. For his 



distinguished work on gender issues, the Government of India honoured him 
with the prestigious Award in Social Justice in March, 2007. The University of 
Victoria, Canada, awarded Dr Tandon the degree of Doctor of Laws (Honoris 
Causa) in June 2008. He is the first Indian to be inducted to the International 
Adult and Continuing Education (IACE) Hall of Fame (class of 2011).  
 

 Juliet Tizzard 
 
Juliet Tizzard is Director of Strategy at the Human Fertilisation and Embryology 
Authority (HFEA), the regulator of IVF in the UK. With an academic background 
in medical law and ethics, she has worked in healthcare ethics and policy for 20 
years, including at the British Medical Association. Juliet has overseen many 
policy changes at the HFEA, including the public dialogue work on 
mitochondrial donation and implementation of the mitochondrial donation 
regulations. 
 

 Doug Turnbull 
 
Doug Turnbull is Professor of Neurology and Director of the Wellcome Trust 
Centre for Mitochondrial Research, Newcastle University and is a clinical 
neurologist who has cared for patients with mitochondrial disease for over 30 
years. His research interests focuses on improving the lives of patients with 
mitochondrial disease including developing a large cohort of patients with 
mitochondrial disease and studying the natural history of the conditions, 
exploring new ways to prevent transmission of mitochondrial DNA disease and 
developing new therapies for patients. 
 

 


