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With exploring collaboration as 
our theme, we are experimenting 
with new ways to bring delegates 
together, and ensure that the 
conference is a fertile ground for 
broadening networks and forging 
connections. This year look out for 
encounters alongside our poster 
party. Providing an opportunity for 
delegates to get hands-on with 
interactive projects, tools and 
demonstrations, we hope that they 
will inspire new projects and spark 
debate.

Introduction



With our focus on collaboration, we are 
delighted to welcome a range of delegates 
including those from community 
organisations, universities, charities, policy 
makers and funders from all around the world. 
We particularly encourage delegates who 
collaborate with universities to share their 
perspectives throughout the conference.

This year we are providing more space for our 
plenary speakers to share their perspectives, 
and more time to encourage a conversation 
with delegates. We hope this will enable 
everyone to share their expertise, perspectives, 
and views, and encourage rich discussions 
across the two days. 

Our opening plenary will explore global 
perspectives on the potential of collaboration. 
Ahmed Bawa, CEO of Universities South Africa, 
will explore the responsibilities of universities 
to engage with others. Reflecting on the many 
identities we inhabit over a lifetime, Ahmed will 
consider the dynamic role that universities 
play in society, and the challenges and 
opportunities posed by this engagement. 

For our second plenary we will be interviewing 
Steven Hill to draw out his insights and 
perspectives. As Head of Research Policy at 
HEFCE, Steven has been instrumental in 
developing the Research Excellence 
Framework, and has significant knowledge of 
the many ways collaboration can benefit 
research and society. 

Our popular poster party is back – with a 
twist. This year we invite you to encounter 
public engagement in action, as well as to 
engage with poster and encounter hosts, 
opening up a variety of perspectives on 
engagement: from engaged learning to 

science tattoos; from embedding change to 
inspiring partnerships. A great opportunity to 
network and to learn over drinks and nibbles.  
This is followed by our conference dinner, back 
by popular demand.

Day two opens with Nancy Cantor, Chancellor 
of Rutgers University, Newark, sharing her 
insights on the role of universities as anchor 
institutions, and what this has meant to her 
and those she collaborates with. 

The conference concludes with a real treat, as 
Trevor MacMillan, Vice Chancellor of Keele 
University and Knowledge Exchange 
Champion for HEFCE, explores how to 
encourage effective collaborations that involve 
universities; and Doris Santos acts as our 
conference witness, providing her unique 
reflections and perspectives as an engaged 
academic in Colombia. 

Workshops offer a rich diversity of 
opportunities to engage, from examining the 
dynamics of co-production to professional 
development for public engagement 
professionals; global collaborations to local 
festivals; responsible research and innovation 
to stand-up comedy. We were delighted to 
receive such a high standard of applications 
for workshops this year, and hope that you 
find them a rich opportunity to share and 
learn.

We do hope you will enjoy the conference, 
and don’t forget to explore our wonderful city, 
especially as Engage hits the road next year...

Paul Manners and Sophie Duncan

Welcome to Engage 2017 
We hope that you really enjoy it

 With our focus  
        on collaboration, 
we are delighted to 
welcome a range of 
delegates including 
those from community 
organisations, 
universities, charities, 
policy makers and 
funders from all 
around the world”
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Coffee  11.10am – 11.35am

Lunch  12.50pm – 2.00pm

Working Sessions  11.35am – 12.50pm

Leading engagement
Mini-plenary

Translating ‘Rethinking 
Research Partnerships’ 
into practice
Workshop

Underserved 
audiences
Workshop

Data dialogue: 
conversations about 
research and service 
development
Roundtable

Festivals and 
collaborative 
engagement
Workshop

Museum-university 
partnerships: what 
have we learned? 
Workshop

Kings Room Lancaster Room Merchant 1 Merchant 5 College 1 College 5

Poster Party & Encounters  4.45pm – 6.30pm Kings Floor and Merchant Floor 
The Engage poster party returns, providing delegates with an opportunity to network over drinks and nibbles whilst exploring what’s happening in the 
engagement world. Head up to the Merchant Floor for our interactive encounters - a chance for you to get hands-on and experience public engagement 
in action, including science tattoos, origami, and the opportunity to add a brick to the engagement frustration wall.

Plenary 2 3.45pm – 4.45pm Kings Room
Collaboration with impact: capturing the value of engagement
Steven Hill (HEFCE)

Plenary 1  10.00am – 11.10am  Kings Room
Unlocking the potential of collaboration: global perspectives
Ahmed Bawa (Universities South Africa)

Day 1 Schedule

Working Sessions  2.00pm – 3.30pm

The Great Public 
Engagement Debate
Mini-plenary

Global collaborations
Workshop

What makes a good 
collaboration between 
a researcher and an 
artist?
Workshop

Rethinking 
engagement for health
Workshop

Ethics, evaluation and 
collaboration
Workshop

Co-production in 
practice
Workshop

Kings Room Lancaster Room Merchant 1 Merchant 5 College 1 College 5
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Coffee pick up  3.30pm – 3.45pm
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Day 2 Schedule

Plenary 3  9.30am – 10.40am  Kings Room 
Collaboration and interdependence: universities as anchor institutions
Nancy Cantor (Rutgers University, Newark)

Coffee  10.40am – 11.05am

Working Sessions  12.15pm – 12.45pm

College 1Merchant 5Merchant 1Lancaster RoomKings Room

IRIS: bringing the 
cutting edge to the 
classroom
Mini-plenary

Creating public 
engagement networks
Workshop

Bristol Fun Palaces: 
exploring local 
collaboration
Workshop

Can public 
engagement be truly 
democratic?
Workshop

Geographic diversity: 
classifying Canadian 
community campus 
engagement
Workshop

Working Sessions  11.05am – 12.05pm

Strategic approaches 
to collaboration
Mini-plenary

Social innovation: 
nurturing quality 
collaboration
Workshop

How is knowledge 
constructed with 
communities?
Workshop

Values-focused 
collaboration and 
engagement
Workshop

Public engagement 
professional services: 
what are our CPD 
needs?
Workshop

NUCLEUS: bringing the 
RRI concept into 
reality
Workshop

College 5College 1Merchant 5Merchant 1Lancaster RoomKings Room

Lunch  12.45pm – 2.00pm

Coffee pick up  3.00pm – 3.15pm

Plenary 4  3.15pm – 4.30pm  Kings Room 
The future of collaboration: creating the conditions for collaboration to thrive
Trevor MacMillan (Keele University); Doris Santos (Universidad Nacional de Colombia)

Working Sessions  2.00pm – 3.00pm

Kings Room Lancaster Room Merchant 1 Merchant 5 College 1 College 5

Mapping the 
landscape of 
collaboration
Mini-plenary

Collaboration 
and policy-
sensitive research
Workshop

Risky business: 
collaboration in a 
risk-averse 
context 
Workshop

Catalyst Seed 
Fund institutions: 
what next?
Workshop

Tackling 
engagement 
training 
challenges
Workshop

Community 
researchers in the 
UK
Workshop

College 5

Partnering with 
parents to inspire 
STEM futures
Workshop

Hanover Room

Lol-Lab: patient 
and public 
involvement via 
stand-up comedy
Stand-up



Bristol Marriott Hotel 
Floor Plans

How to Engage  
with Engage

04  NCCPE Engage Conference 2017

Hanover
Room

Kings
Foyer

Kings
Room

Stage

Kings
Bar

Lancaster
Room

Royal Foyer

York
Room

Windsor
Room

First FloorThe reception desk 
Need a taxi? Want ideas for where to eat? 
Not sure which workshop to attend?  
Got a problem with the equipment in your 
workshop room? For all these questions and 
more, ask at the reception desk where the 
NCCPE team will be delighted to help...

Wifi 
Free wifi is available to delegates.  
The code is advertised around the venue, 
and at reception.

Coffee and chat
The hotel has lots of places to relax and 
catch up with others. There is a café on the 
ground floor, and hot drinks will be available 
on the first floor for the duration of the 
conference. Make yourselves at home.
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Second Floor: Merchant Rooms

Merchant
Room 3

Merchant
Room 1

Merchant
Room 5

Foyer

Merchant
Room 4

Merchant
Room 2

College
Room 3

College
Room 1

College
Room 5

Foyer

College
Room 4

College
Room 2

Third Floor: College Rooms

Twitter and tweet 
This year we’ll be using #Engage2017.  
You can also tweet us @NCCPE and we  
will pass on your thoughts and ideas  
(why not sign up to follow our account at 
the same time?). Also if you have a great 
photo to share please tweet it to us.

Engage 2017 evaluation
Tell us your views. This year we are using  
an electronic evaluation form to gather 
feedback about the conference to inform 
future events. There are some particular 
questions we are keen to have your views 
on – including whether to expand the size  
of Engage, and whether to find university 
hosts for the event to try to cut costs to 
delegates. Tell us what you think at  
www.publicengagement.ac.uk/ 
engage-conference-2017-evaluation



Engage Academy 
Professional development for  
engagement staff, realising their  
potential as change agents 

This year-long professional development 
programme is for those working to embed 
high quality engagement with research in 
their institution. Bookings open now. 

Engage Researchers Academy 
Equipping researchers to enhance  
their engagement skills and leadership 
potential

A new year-long professional development 
programme to open up new connections 
and ideas, and support researchers to 
engage the public with their research in an 
effective and impactful way. Bookings open 
in 2018.

Engage Watermark 
Recognising excellence in institutional 
support for public engagement 

An award granted to institutions, faculties 
or research institutes to recognise their 
strategic support for public engagement 
and their commitment to improve the 
support offered. With four levels of award, 
from Bronze to Platinum, the process 
rewards excellence and provides critical 
insight to inform future planning. 
Applications for 2018 Awards open in 
January.

10 Years of the NCCPE 

2018 marks the 10th anniversary of the 
establishment of the NCCPE.

Look out for our year-long programme of 
events and activities to celebrate 
acheivements in the sector, including a 
public engagement photo competition.

To find out more, sign up to our newsletter
www.bit.ly/NCCPENewsletter

Look out for these exciting  
things happening in 2018

National  
Co-ordinating  
Centre for  
Public Engagement

The National Co-ordinating 
Centre for Public Engagement 
(NCCPE) is internationally 
recognised for its work 
supporting and inspiring 
universities to engage with  
the public. We work to  
change perspectives, promote 
innovation, and nurture and 
celebrate excellence. We  
also champion meaningful 
engagement that makes a  
real and valued difference  
to people’s lives.

The NCCPE is supported  
by the UK Higher Education 
Councils, Research Councils  
UK and Wellcome, and has 
been hosted by the University 
of Bristol and the University  
of the West of England since  
it was established in 2008.

National Co-ordinating Centre 
for Public Engagement

2nd Floor, Arnolfini 
16 Narrow Quay 
Bristol BS1 4QA

Tel 0117 328 7190 
Email nccpe.enquiries@uwe.ac.uk 
Twitter @NCCPE 

www.publicengagement.ac.uk
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