
 

 
 

DELEGATE BIOGRAPHIES 

Isabelle Abbey-Vital, Research Involvement Officer, Parkinsons's UK (iabbey-vital@parkinsons.org.uk) 

After studying Neuroscience at Manchester University, Isabelle decided to move into the charity sector with the 

hope of working closer with patients and the public to encourage better understanding of and engagement with 

neurological research. In 2014 she joined Parkinson’s UK as Research Grants Officer, where her role has involved 

helping to coordinate the grant funding review processes and recruiting, managing and training a group of 90 

people affected by Parkinson’s to help in the charity’s funding decisions. Isabelle has recently moved into a new 

role as Research Involvement Officer, which involves working with the organisation, volunteers, people affected 

by Parkinson’s and external stakeholders to develop initiatives to encourage and support the involvement of 

people affected by Parkinson’s in research. This includes training, volunteer roles and resources for both 

researchers and people affected by Parkinson’s. 

Joyce Achampong, Director of External Engagement, The Association of Commonwealth Universities 

(joyce.achampong@acu.ac.uk) 

Joyce is Director of External Engagement at the Association of Commonwealth Universities and is responsible for 

member engagement, communications and the delivery of the organisation's external relations strategy. 

Originally from Canada, Joyce has worked in various aspects of educational management and development for 

almost ten years. Holding degrees in International Business, Political Economy and European Policy and 

Management she moved to the UK in 2003, subsequently working in the Campaigns and Communications team 

at the National Council for Voluntary Organisations. Previous to this Joyce worked for the international 

development agency CUSO/VSO and as a consultant for United Nations Association (Canada) on community 

engagement, fundraising and running high profiled events. Previous to her role at the ACU Joyce was Head of 

Events and Programmes with CASE Europe responsible for the design and implementation of their cross-cultural 

learning programmes such as Leadership in Development Management and the Vice Chancellor’s Canadian 

Development Tour. She also managed, recruited and coordinated the first three cohorts of the very successful 

CASE/HEFCE Graduate Trainees Programme in Educational Fundraising. 

Laura Ager, PhD student (l.c.ager@edu.salford.ac.uk) 

Laura is a freelance event organiser and film programmer who became interested in the politics of the cultural 

economy after running a co-operative creative business.  She is currently a PhD candidate at the SURF Centre- 

School of the Built Environment, University of Salford Manchester, on the AHRC Cultural Intermediation project. 

She is researching how universities interact with urban creative economies, with a particular focus on the role of 

festivals as networks of creating and distributing meaning and value. 

Sarah Ajayi, Evaluation Officer, UCL (s.ajayi@ucl.ac.uk) 

Cat Alexander, Research Fellow, Durham University (c.l.alexander@durham.ac.uk) 

Dr Cat Alexander is Development Officer for the Participatory Research Hub, Centre for Social Justice and 

Community Action, Durham University UK. The Hub aims to strengthen Durham’s ‘infrastructure’ for co-

production, fostering the long term relationships between researchers and outside organisations widely 

recognised as central for co-production and resulting at the end of the year in research partnerships that are 
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more likely to lead to impact. Cat’s research is centrally concerned with social justice and inclusion and 

contributing to the development of radical empirical and theoretical approaches to youth, crime and the city. 

Katerina Alexiou, Lecturer in Design, The Open University (katerina.alexiou@open.ac.uk) 

Katerina Alexiou is a Lecturer in Design at The Open University. Her academic research falls in the area of design 

theory and methods and she has published articles in design cognition, collaborative design, learning, creativity 

and social aspects of design. She also has a special interest in complexity science. Her most recent research 

activity is focussed on co-design and co-production with civil society organisations and communities engaged in 

place-making and creative civic action. 

Kate Allen, Associate Professor in Art, Sensory Objects/University of Reading (k.allen@reading.ac.uk) 

Kate Allen is the Principal Investigator of the AHRC award winning Sensory Objects research project 

www.sensoryobjects.com Sensory Objects creates multisensory interactive art works that respond to museum 

collections. We generate alternative ideas for museum interpretation developed through sensory art and 

electronics-based workshops by people with learning disabilities in collaboration with an interdisciplinary 

research team. Researchers from the University of Reading and RIX Research and Media at The University of East 

London have worked together with Mencap Liverpool Access to Heritage Group at Speke Hallm, Reading 

College’s Learners with learning difficulties and disabilities at the Museum of English Rural Life, and Tower 

Project London at The British Museum. 

Helen Allen, Research Psychologist, Bournemouth University (helena@bournemouth.ac.uk) 

Jenny Ames, Associate Dean (Research and Innovation), University of the West of England 

(Jenny.Ames@uwe.ac.uk) 

Jenny Ames is Associate Dean for Research, Innovation and Partnerships in Health and Applied Sciences at the 

University of the West of England. She has responsibility for Engagement in the Faculty and leads on Research 

Impact across the University. She is passionate about ensuring that research makes a difference in society 

through co-creation of research projects as well as external engagement. Jenny helps and supports colleagues in 

their own engagement and impact activities. Personally she has delivered a number of public lectures and 

workshops about the science of food and was a key member of the organising team for the 2012 Newcastle 

Science Festival. Jenny is also UWE Link Director for the West of England Academic Health Science Network and 

represents UWE on the Bristol Health Partners’ Executive. 

Silje Andersen, Outreach Office and Systems Manager, Imperial College London 

(silje.andersen@imperial.ac.uk) 

Silje leads the team responsible for outreach database and system development. She also manages the annual 

‘Creative Quarter’ which is a collaborative event where institutions across Exhibition Road welcome over 2000 

school students to take part in activities and get an insight into the creative industries the area can offer. Silje is 

a graduate of Central Saint Martin’s College of Art and Design where she studied product design, specialising in 

industrial ceramics. Prior to joining Imperial she worked across different disciplines such as theatre production 

and ceramic fabrication and was a Designer in Residence at schools. 

Sarah Anderson, Project Officer, Beltane Public Engagement Network (Sarah.anderson@ed.ac.uk) 

Sarah  is the project officer at the Beltane Public Engagement Network in Edinburgh, where we support, 

encourage and enable academics at the four Edinburgh based universities to engage with the public about their 

work. Sarah has a degree in English literature and a PhD in linguistics. She worked in the University of 

Edinburgh's Research funding office before joining the Beltane team. 

Chloe Anderson, Schools Partnership Coordinator, University of Bristol (chloe.anderson@bristol.ac.uk) 

http://www.sensoryobjects.com/
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Chloe is based at the Centre for Public Engagement at the University of Bristol with responsibility for project 

managing the RCUK-funded School-University Partnerships Initiative (SUPI). 

Helen Atkinson, Faculty Engagement Co-ordinator, Newcastle University (helen.atkinson@ncl.ac.uk) 

Helen joined the Faculty of Medical Sciences team at Newcastle University in April 2014 and has responsibility 

for co-ordinating all aspects of engagement administration and policy for the Faculty with a key role in 

supporting the successful delivery of the Public and Patient Engagement Strategy and the practice of patient and 

public involvement across the Faculty. Helen works closely with the Director of Engagement, Dr Lynne Corner, 

the Dean of Clinical Medicine, Professor Julia Newton, and the Associate Dean for Patient and Public 

Engagement, Professor Richard Thomson, as well as Institute leads for Engagement and other members of the 

FMS Engagement team. 

Larry Atwood, Impact Officer, University of Warwick (L.A.Atwood@warwick.ac.uk) 

Larry Atwood is an Impact Officer at the University of Warwick. A forester and geographer by training he spent 

11 years with SERC/EPSRC before moving into the university sector in 2002 working in research development, 

alumni relations and development and most recently in impact. He has also worked in the social enterprise and 

logistics sectors. 

Kim Aumann, community partner, Amaze Charity (K.C.Aumann@brighton.ac.uk) 

Kim Aumann has worked as a community worker, parent support practitioner, and manager of third sector 

organisations. She is a Visiting Research Fellow at the University of Brighton and has successfully forged creative 

links with different university partners to tackle issues of disadvantage and inequalities together. In tandem with 

parents of disabled children she led the development of a UK based support charity 

(www.amazebrighton.org.uk) applauded as an example of excellence and good practice which she continues to 

support through training work. She jointly set up a successful community interest company with an academic 

partner to pursue resilience research and practice (www.boingboing.org.uk) and has worked with other 

comunity partners and the NCCPE to establish the UK Community Partner Network. 

Kelly Auty, Policy Advisor, British Psychological Society (kelly.auty@bps.org.uk) 

As the policy advisor for the Education and Public Engagement Board at the British Psychological Society, Kelly is 

responsible for the development of the core public engagement portfolio. I am also two thirds of the way into an 

MSc in Science and Society at the OU, looking at issues around science education and public engagement. 

Jana Bacevic, Researcher and PhD student, University of Cambridge (jana.bacevic@gmail.com) 

Jana Bacevic has a PhD in social anthropology and is currently doing a PhD in sociology at the University of 

Cambridge. Previously she was Marie Curie postdoctoral fellow at the University of Aarhus in Denmark and has 

taught at the Central European University in Budapest. Her work focuses on the social and political aspects of 

knowledge production and theoretical concepts of self, agency, mobility and boundaries in relation to 

knowledge. 

Lizzy Baddeley, Public Engagement Coordinator, UCL (e.baddeley@ucl.ac.uk) 

Sarah Bailey, Senior Lecturer, University of Bath (S.Bailey@bath.ac.uk) 

Gillian Baker, Manager, NIHR Exeter Clinical Research Facility (l.allen@exeter.ac.uk) 

Balint Balazs, Managing Director, ESSRG (balazs.balint@essrg.hu) 

Sarah Banks, Professor, Durham University (s.j.banks@durham.ac.uk) 

Sarah Banks is co-director of the Centre for Social Justice and Community Action and Professor at the School of 

Applied Social Sciences, Durham University, UK. She teaches and researches on professional ethics, community 
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development and youth work. She has worked with community partners to develop ethical guidelines and case 

studies for community-based participatory research and works with Socratic dialogue and Forum Theatre to 

explore ethical issues with groups of people. She is involved in several participatory action research projects 

including Imagine, connecting communities through research and work on predatory lending in low-income 

neighbourhoods. 

Eimear Barrett, Public Health Intelligence Officer, Queen's University Belfast (eimear.barrett@qub.ac.uk) 

Public Engagement is a key element of my knowledge exchange role in the Centre of Excellence for Public Health 

Northern Ireland. I have been attending and very much enjoying the NCCPE PE Academy and am looking forward 

to hearing lots of ideas about co-production. 

Ceri Batchelder, Owner, Connect&Create (ceri@connectcreate.co.uk) 

Connect&Create operates at the interface of science/healthcare and the arts/creativity to develop collaboration 

and innovation opportunities. A project currently in development is a university science and arts public 

engagement activity. 

Catherine Bates, Project Coordinator, Students Learning W/Community, Dublin Institute of Technology 

(catherine.bates@dit.ie) 

Dr Catherine Bates has been the co-ordinator of Dublin Institute of Technology’s Programme for Students 

Learning With Communities (www.dit.ie/ace/slwc) since 2008. The programme supports collaboratively-

designed, curriculum-based research and projects with community partners. Catherine has coordinated DIT's 

involvement in two EU-funded projects supporting community-based research activities: the Public Engagement 

in Research and Research Engagement with Society (PERARES) project (2010-2014) and the Enhancing 

Responsible Research and Innovation through Curricula in Higher Education (EnRRICH) project (2015-2017). DIT 

will host the Living Knowledge 7 conference in June 2016 as part of the EnRRICH project. Catherine has 

presented nationally and internationally as well as published on DIT's work in curriculum-based engagement 

(available at http://arrow.dit.ie/comlinkart/ and http://arrow.dit.ie/comlinkcon/). 

Claire Battye, Impact Officer, University of Warwick (C.Battye@warwick.ac.uk) 

Claire is Impact Officer for the Social Sciences at the University of Warwick. Her role includes working with 

departments and research centres across the Social Sciences Faculty to maximise and realise potential for 

achieving research impact. Prior to this Claire has worked in communications and impact roles at the University 

of Oxford and the Institute of Education. 

Vickie Bazalgette, Public Engagement Coordinator, London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine 

(vickie.bazalgette@lshtm.ac.uk) 

Vickie has been at the School for three years, working to encourage a culture of public engagement and 

supporting staff and students to develop their practice and plan activity. Vickie has a BA in Mandarin and an MSc 

in Development Studies. 

Georgia Bladon, Public Engagement Associate in Health Sciences, (georgia.bladon@bristol.ac.uk) 

I have worked in public engagement as an employee and a freelancer in many contexts; from the Wellcome 

Trust to the European Space Agency (ESA). This has included hands on public engagement running events and 

festivals; working with researchers, artists and the public to develop projects and funding applications; working 

within funding institutions to assess projects and their outcomes; writing articles and editing a science 

communication journal; and storyboarding video podcasts, planetarium shows and animations. My primary role 

at present is running the public engagement programme for the Elizabeth Blackwell Institute for health research 



 

5 

 

- part of the University of Bristol - a varied part-time role which I complement with freelance work for ESA, the 

International Astronomy Union and the Wellcome Trust. 

Evelien Bracke, Lecturer in Classics, Swansea University (e.bracke@swansea.ac.uk) 

Lecturer in Classics, Employability and Schools Liaison Officer, PI for Leverhulme-funded project on the impact of 

learning Latin at primary school level. 

Katie Breadmore, Events Organiser, Bournemouth University (kbreadmore@bournemouth.ac.uk) 

Katie is currently working towards a degree in Events and Leisure Marketing. The third year of her course 

involves a yearlong work placement (until the end of July 2016). She is working for the Knowledge Exchange and 

Impact team in the Research and Knowledge Exchange Office as an event organiser. Katie’s role involves the 

planning and co-coordinating of BU’s annual Festival of Learning as well as supporting a variety of other public 

engagement events over the course of the year. 

Vicky Brightman, Imperial College London (v.brightman@imperial.ac.uk) 

Alison Brindle, Divisional Communications Manager, University of Oxford 

(alison.brindle@medsci.ox.ac.uk) 

Alison is responsible for developing and implementing new internal communication channels and streamlining 

existing communications activity across the Medical Sciences Division.  She works closely with departmental and 

central communication, administrative and support teams to ensure the effective sharing of information, 

resources and best practices. 

Nicola Buckley, Head of Public Engagement, University of Cambridge (njb1010@cam.ac.uk) 

Nicola Buckley has worked in public engagement roles for the University since 2004 and has been the head of 

the public engagement team since 2010. Her role includes overseeing the annual Cambridge Science Festival, 

Cambridge Festival of Ideas, and other public events and public engagement initiatives. 

Kevin Burchell, Senior Research Fellow, University of Westminster (k.burchell@westminster.ac.uk) 

Dr Kevin Burchell is Senior Research Fellow in Policy Studies Institute at University of Westminster. Kevin wrote 

Public Culture as Professional Science (2009), one of the first sociological accounts of researchers’ 

understandings of  public engagement. Kevin wrote the literature review for, and acted as an academic advisor 

to, the new Factors affecting public engagement by researchers project. 

Tadhg Caffrey, Public Engagement Coordinator, UCL (t.caffrey@ucl.ac.uk) 

Simon Cane, Director- Public and Cultural Engagement, UCL (simon.cane@ucl.ac.uk) 

Charlotte Carroll, Public Engagement Coordinator, Biological Science, University of Cambridge 

(charlotte.carroll@admin.cam.ac.uk) 

Charlotte Carroll is Public Engagement Coordinator for Biological Sciences at the University of Cambridge. 

Charlotte joined the team in October 2015 and is funded by the Wellcome Trust to coordinate public 

engagement activity from researchers in the School of Clinical Medicine and School of Biological Sciences. 

Charlotte previously worked for the University of Warwick where she managed a science outreach project and 

coordinated activities for Cheltenham Science Festival. Charlotte has a BSc in Biology from University of 

Southampton and a PhD in plant cell biology from the University of Warwick. 

Joy Carter, Vice-Chancellor, University of Winchester 

Professor Carter has been Vice-Chancellor of The University of Winchester since 2006. She is an academic with 

research based in Geochemistry and Health and was a former President of the international society in her field. 
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Professor Carter is the current Chair of Guild HE, one of two representative groups in the Higher Education 

sector. She is a previous Chair of the Cathedrals Group of Universities and for many years served on the 

Universities UK Board. As an ambassador for skills and vocational learning, Professor Carter Chairs the University 

Vocational Awards Council (UVAC), and serves as the Vice-Chancellor member of the Sixteen + Ministerial 

Advisory Group. Professor Carter also chairs the Supporting Professionalism in Admissions Steering Group (SPA) 

and is a Board member of the Universities and Colleges Admissions Service (UCAS) and the Quality Assurance 

Agency (QAA). She is very engaged with the Church and faith based values-led education at all levels and is the 

Chair of the Church of England’s Steering Group for their Partnership of Teaching and Educational Development. 

In 2013, Professor Carter was invited to become a representative of the Lord Lieutenant and is now a Deputy 

Lieutenant for the county of Hampshire. Professor Carter is passionate about all aspects of equality and has a 

particular interest in widening participation. 

Jenni Chambers, Head- Public Engagement with Research, Research Councils UK 

(jenni.chambers@rcuk.ac.uk) 

Jenni has worked in higher education policy since 2008 when she joined HEFCE as a Policy Advisor specialising in 

public engagement. In her seven years with HEFCE she worked on various aspects of research and knowledge 

exchange policy, including aspects of HEIF (the Higher Education Innovation Fund) and led on public 

engagement. During her employment with HEFCE Jenni was able to take up two secondment positions, the first 

with the NCCPE managing Research for Community Heritage. The second secondment was with the PER (Public 

Engagement with Research) team in the RCUK Executive Directorate as Senior Policy Manager. Prior to 2008 

Jenni was an archaeological researcher specialising in Ice Age stone tools and site formation processes, which 

translated into a lot of wandering around waist deep in Welsh rivers. In-between river excursions she 

encouraged people to engage with their Ice Age heritage- and for a memorable period offered the public a ‘Pet 

Rock identification service’. Jenni re-joined the RCUK Executive Directorate as Head of the PER Team in June 

2015. 

David Chapman, Assistant Public Engagement Manager, The Royal Society 

(david.chapman@royalsociety.org) 

David has been at the Royal Society for nearly two years and has just taken on a new role, having been a Public 

Engagement Officer prior to his current post. He is developing the Society's programme of public engagement 

support for Research Fellows, including training, recognition, advice and support. 

Thanitsorn Chirapornchai, Vice President for Planning and Information, King Mongkut's University of 

Technology Thonburi (thanitsorn.chi@kmutt.ac.th) 

Thanitsorn’s fields of interest include Strategic Planning, Business System Analysis, and Business Information 

Systems. He is Vice President for Planning and Information, King Mongkut's University of Technology Thonburi. 

Sharon Clancy, doctoral researcher, University of Nottingham (sharon.clancy@nottingham.ac.uk) 

Sharon Clancy is currently a doctoral researcher and public engagement consultant. She was Head of Community 

Partnerships at the University of Nottingham – the unit which promotes and supports community and public 

engagement – from 2007 until December 2013. Prior to that Sharon was CEO of Mansfield CVS for 7 years – a 

local infrastructure charity supporting all third sector organisations in Mansfield, North Notts. She also led on 

user and carer engagement prior to becoming CEO within health and social care structures and set up the 

national network, Involve, for similar posts within the third sector. Before that she was a Senior Lecturer and 

Education Advisor in disability issues at Sheffield Hallam University- working with SKILL, the National Bureau for 

Students with Disabilities, both nationally and internationally – as well as working extensively in the third sector. 

In 2011 she completed an MA thesis focusing on the role of the university in promoting social justice through 
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student activism and public/community engagement. A Cambridge graduate in English Literature, Sharon has 

since moved into the fields of psychology and health and social care and third sector leadership and community 

engagement and has taught in these subjects within Higher Education. Her current PhD is examining short-term 

residential adult education in the post-war period- with the Shropshire Adult Education College at Attingham 

Park (1948-76) as its primary focus. She is currently a trustee with ARVAC - the Association for Research in the 

Voluntary and Community sector and with the Raymond Williams Foundation. 

Lyndsey Clark, Consultant, Freelance (lyndsey@ltclark.co.uk) 

Freelance Consultant in Science Engagement, specialising in interactive and multi-media exhibition development 

for museums, science centres and other public-facing organisations.  Wellcome Trust Public Engagement 

monitor for the Wellcome Trust Centre for Molecular Parasitology at the University of Glasgow. 

Laura Cockram, Knowledge Exchange and Communications Adviser, University of Edinburgh 

(laura.cockram@ed.ac.uk) 

Working as part of the Knowledge Exchange Office, Laura provides advice and support to staff in the College of 

Humanities and Social Sciences who want to engage with policy makers, practitioners, industry and the public in 

order to enhance the impact of research beyond academia. 

Anne Cody, Head of Clinical Research, Health Research Board Ireland (acody@hrb.ie) 

Cell biologist by background, working in research funding since 2002. 

Joanna Coleman, Head of Public Engagement, University of Bath (j.m.coleman@bath.ac.uk) 

Joanna joined the University of Bath as Head of Public Engagement in July 2012. She first became interested in 

public engagement as a biogeochemistry PhD student, but found it frustratingly difficult as a student to find 

avenues of support within her university. This sparked an interest in understanding the barriers to engagement 

and the role of organisational culture in supporting or suppressing engaged research. Joanna very much enjoys 

working with researchers to help them consider what engagement and audiences would be appropriate for 

them and their research. 

Denise Cooke, Research Impact Manager, University of Bath (d.cooke@bath.ac.uk) 

Denise supports impact across the university and manages Bath's EPSRC Impact Acceleration Account. 

Laura Cream, Public Engagement Coordinator, UCL (l.cream@ucl.ac.uk) 

Steve Cross, Wellcome Trust Engagement Fellow, (drstevecross@gmail.com) 

Steve is a freelance public engagement consultant, trainer, presenter and a comedian. For the next two years he 

is also a Wellcome Trust Engagement Fellow, looking at building engagement communities across the UK. Steve 

has just left UCL where he was Head of Public Engagement for seven years, including leading the London Beacon 

for Public Engagement. He is the founder of Bright Club – the international programme of comedy events 

starring university researchers – as well as the Science Showoff (and History Showoff) families of events. 

Joanne Croudace, Research Planning Officer, University of Birmingham (j.e.croudace@bham.ac.uk) 

Marina Crowe, Public Patient Engagement Officer, University of Leeds (m.crowe@leeds.ac.uk) 

Public Patient Engagement Officer funded by the Wellcome Trust. 

Tony Curran, Public Engagement Fellow, University of Southampton (tcu@soton.ac.uk) 

Dr Tony Curran is part of the Public Engagement with Research team at the University of Southampton. He 

coordinates the University's Research Roadshow and Researchers’ Café- and runs interactive workshops on 

various sustainability issues. 
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Liz Curtis, The Lily Foundation 

Liz Curtis is a mum of three children, Katie aged 11, Rosie aged 10 and Lily, who died aged 8 months. Liz set up 

and now runs The Lily Foundation, a charity founded in memory of Lily who lost her battle to a Mitochondrial 

Disease in 2007. The charity is dedicated to funding research, raising awareness and supporting families affected 

by Mitochondrial Disease. Over the past two years The Lily Foundation have been involved in lobbying to change 

Government Legislation on Mitochondrial Donation and were over the moon when both Houses voted in favour 

of this earlier in the year. 

Gareth Davies, Research Associate, The Open University (gareth.davies@open.ac.uk) 

Gareth is a Research Associate in the Faculty of Science at the Open University, UK. He is currently working on 

the ‘Engaging Opportunities’ Project: designing, collecting and analysing data for the evaluation of impact and 

supporting researchers through continuing professional development. 

Ceri Davies, Development Manager, Community Knowledge Exchange, University of Brighton 

(c.davies@brighton.ac.uk) 

Ceri leads a programme of seed funding which supports academic-community partnerships to explore 

contemporary social problems. She has a research interest in Communities of Practice connected to this and has 

published on this topic. She has over 10 years experience of working and volunteering in the community and 

voluntary sector in the UK and internationally, from which she has developed a range of strategic, operational 

and research knowledge.  Ceri currently chairs the board of Brighton charity ‘Community Works’.  She is also 

studying for a PhD - her research is at the intersection of knowledge and participation in community-university 

engagement.  Located in the quest to recognise multiple forms of knowledge as necessary for addressing issues 

of social justice, she is exploring how cognitive justice – or whose knowledge counts – acts in shaping such 

agendas. 

Natt Day, Science Communicator, University of Southampton (njd1g12@soton.ac.uk) 

Natt Day is a final year integrated PhD student studying Infection and Immunity. Alongside her research, Natt 

has been involved with participating in engagement and outreach activities across the region as a volunteer 

including LifeLab, UoS Roadshow and STEM Ambassadorial roles. Natt has also more recently become involved 

in more organisational and evaluation roles on behalf of the University. Upon completion of her PhD in 

September, Natt is looking to continue this work in engagement and outreach as a full-time career 

Mieke De Lathouwers, Public Engagement Officer, University of Liverpool (miekedl@liverpool.ac.uk) 

Mieke has worked as a Science Communication Officer and Coordinator of the Antwerp ‘Science Shop’ at the 

University of Antwerp (Belgium) for the past ten years. Since 1 May 2015 Mieke has been working as Public 

Engagement Officer at the Faculty of Health and Life Sciences, University of Liverpool. 

Jozefien De Marrée De Marrée, Brussels Science Shop & EnRRICH coordinator, Vrije Universiteit Brussel 

(jozefien.de.marree@vub.ac.be) 

As a science communication staff member, Jozefien has been connecting science with society in the Vrije 

Universiteit Brussel for the past 5 years. Jozefien is also coordinating the European EnRRICH project until 

December 2017. 

Esther De Smet, Senior Research Policy Advisor, Ghent University (esther.desmet@ugent.be) 

A graduate of Ghent University (Master in Classical Studies with a minor in English Literature and Master in 

Media and Communication Studies) Esther De Smet has been working at her alma mater as a policy advisor since 

2003. Esther joined the Research Department in 2010 where she took on the role of knowledge broker and 

senior policy advisor. Her responsibilities include internationalization, knowledge management (e.g. the 



 

9 

 

implementation of a research information system) and communication (curator of @ResearchUGent, editor of 

an electronic newsletter and PR material, co-ordinator of the research website etc.). At the moment Esther is 

also working on a project concerning societal impact of research within the framework of the institutional 

strategic plan. 

Sophia de Sousa, Chief Executive, The Glass-House Community Led Design 

(sophia@theglasshouse.org.uk) 

As Chief Executive at The Glass-House Community Led Design since 2005, Sophia is committed to the charity’s 

mission to raise the standard of placemaking through public participation and leadership in the design of 

buildings, spaces, housing and neighbourhoods. Sophia works to ensure that community participation and 

leadership in the development process is not a token gesture, but a valuable means of informing good, inclusive, 

sustainable design that benefits local people and that leads to the long-term improvement of neighbourhoods. 

Sophia is an advocate of cross sector partnerships and believes them essential to the success of collaborative 

placemaking and of community empowerment. Sophia is a leading advocate and enabler of community led- 

participatory and co-design practice. The Glass-House plays an active role in community based participatory 

research and Sophia has been the strategic lead for The Glass-House on a number of collaborative research 

projects with higher education and other third sector partners. She strives to embed impact, skills development 

and innovation, as well as practical support on the ground in communities  into every Glass-House project and 

programme. Sophia has a background in education, community empowerment and multi-cultural issues, with a 

firm understanding of strategic planning, programme and resource development and a commitment to 

partnership working. Sophia is a confident and experienced speaker, writer, and facilitator. She is an active 

member of cross-sector and interdisciplinary panels and - advisory groups including: Royal Society of Art; English 

Heritage Urban Panel; Academy of Urbanism; DC CABE Built - Environment Experts; People and Places Coalition; 

RICS Land & Society Commission and others. 

Opeyemi Dele-Ajayi, Senior Research Assistant, Think Physics- Northumbria University (dele.dele-

ajayi@northumbria.ac.uk) 

Dele is Senior Research Assistant on the Think Physics project. 

Lorraine Dennis, Project Manager, Queens University Belfast (lorrainedennis@hotmail.com) 

Project Manager of the Visual Voices of the Prisons Memory Archive: preservation, access and engagement 

project supported by the National Lottery through the Heritage Lottery Fund. 

Mary Derrick, Partnership Communications Manager, MRC (mary.derrick@headoffice.mrc.ac.uk) 

Sue Diment, Schools Partnership Officer, Cardiff University (Diments@cardiff.ac.uk) 

Sue has worked within the field of school engagement for over 20 years.  As an Education Business Adviser 

within Careers Wales, she facilitated partnership working between schools and businesses and managed the 

company’s work experience scheme- which placed over 8000 students a year with approved employers.  Sue 

joined Cardiff University in 2013 as the Schools Partnership Project Officer to support the delivery of the RCUK 

Schools-University Partnership Initiative.  Since joining the University she has set up infrastructure which 

supports researchers to effectively engage with schools. This includes the development of a Curriculum Support 

website for the University, introduction of partnership working processes, setting up of University–wide 

thematic advisory groups, and facilitating the delivery of over 50 new or improved school engagement activities. 

Anka Djordjevic, Project Manager (Public ENgagement), University of Exeter (A.Djordjevic@exeter.ac.uk) 

Craig Dolder, Research Fellow, University of Southampton (C.N.Dolder@soton.ac.uk) 
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Craig is a postdoctoral research fellow working on a wide spectrum of acoustics related projects. He is also active 

in outreach and promoting clear communication between researchers and with the public. 

Steve Dorney, Public Engagement lead, University of Southampton (s.dorney@soton.ac.uk) 

Steve is currently leading on the RCUK Catalyst Seed Fund project at Southampton and working on a number of 

public engagement infrastructure activities. He has worked previously in engineering, education and the third-

sector. 

Paulette Dougnac, PhD Student, University of Leeds (edpadq@leeds.ac.uk) 

Paulette is a PhD student at the School of Education, University of Leeds. Her research topic is university public 

engagement with a special focus in the case of her home country, Chile. She has worked for Corporate 

Communications and community engagement at the University of Chile for several years. She has been awarded 

a Scholarship by the Chilean government to pursue her Master Degree and PhD in the UK. Paulette is especially 

interested in applying the theoretical framework for public engagement developed in the Anglo-Saxon literature 

to the analysis of a Latin American case. At the same time she wants to bring the rich Latin American tradition of 

public engagement to the international theoretical discussion about this topic. 

Erika Doyle, Senior Partnership Communications Manager (e.doyle@har.mrc.ac.uk) 

Hildegard Dumper, PPI Manager, People in Health West of England (hd7662@bristol.ac.uk) 

Stuart Dunbar, Engagement Manager, University of Edinburgh (s.dunbar@ed.ac.uk) 

Stuart is the Engagement Manager in the College of Science and Engineering at the University of Edinburgh. His 

responsibilities include the coordination of College-level public engagement events that involve the participation 

of academic colleagues, such as ‘Doors Open Day at the King's Buildings’ and ‘Science on a Summer's Evening’. 

He also assists with other activities, encouraging colleagues to consider the central purpose of the engagement. 

Furthermore, Stuart manages the SCI-FUN Roadshow scheme, which takes the experience of a science centre – 

with the assistance of University students – to early secondary school pupils and community events 

(www.scifun.ed.ac.uk). In addition, Stuart is currently undertaking his own PhD research project at the Moray 

House School of Education entitled ‘Exploring the feedback process for public engagement with science 

activities: a co-construction with children and young people approach’. 

Sophie Duncan, Deputy Director, NCCPE (sophie.duncan@uwe.ac.uk) 

Sophie has worked in public engagement for over 20 years. She is currently the deputy director of the National 

Co-ordinating Centre for Public Engagement, a role that includes overseeing NCCPE projects and 

communications. Originally trained as a physicist she started her career at the Science Museum in London where 

she was involved in exhibition design and public events. She then became programme manager with Science 

Year – a government initiative to promote science to teenagers. Following this, Sophie spent 7 years working at 

the BBC, leading the creation and delivery of national learning campaigns including ‘Breathing Places’ which 

sought to inspire people to do one thing to help wildlife, and ‘Play it Again’ which encouraged people to develop 

their musical talent. A skilled facilitator and trainer, Sophie is particularly interested in the role of evaluation to 

develop quality engagement. She is passionate about engaging with the public, and committed to finding more 

effective ways to support public involvement in higher education. 

Kerry Dungay, ESRCIAA Coordinator and Project Manager, University of Exeter (K.Dungay@exeter.ac.uk) 

Kerry is an MBA student with a research interest in the use of digital technologies for people with rare 

conditions and has also published articles on social media within teaching and learning. Currently Kerry has two 

roles as ESRC Impact Accelerator Account Co-ordinator (IAA) and Project Manager for the Cultural Contexts of 

Health at University of Exeter- a World Health Organisation collaborative project. 
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Katherine Dunleavy, Research Project Co-Ordinator, University of Bristol (clkad@bristol.ac.uk) 

Katherine provides administrative support for the Connected Communities Leadership Fellow and associated 

research projects at the University of Bristol. At the moment she is looking into the ways in which university 

systems and processes can adapt to provide a better service for collaborative research projects. She is also 

interested in the ways in which universities and funders can provide support and training for administrative staff 

in Connected Communities projects. 

Andrew Dunlop, Director, Community Engagement, University of Saskatchewan 

(andrew.dunlop@usask.ca) 

Dr Andrew Dunlop is the University of Saskatchewan’s first Director of Community Engagement, accepting the 

position in February 2014 to lead university strategy on publicly-engaged research, teaching, and outreach. 

Andrew was previously appointed Lecturer in Geography at the University of Manitoba and has also worked in 

learning development focusing on community-based experiential learning. In addition to supervising a range of 

faculty support programmes, Andrew’s office oversees a community-based satellite site for scholars working 

with Aboriginal and marginalised peoples. The office is also home to the Engaged Scholar Journal, which recently 

released its first issue. Originally from northern Canada’s Precambrian Shield region Andrew is a historical 

geographer with research interest in cultural ecology and the evolution of rural and urban landscapes. 

Academically affiliated with the University’s Interdisciplinary Centre for Culture and Creativity, Andrew partners 

with the City of Saskatoon to guide students in community-defined and interdisciplinary cultural space research 

and mapping. 

Meg Dunn, Business Development Officer, University of the West of Scotland (meg.dunn@uws.ac.uk) 

Meg has moved from an academic role to join the External Engagement Team where she is keen to develop 

relationships which support the development of the UWS Key Performance Indicators, particularly those which 

relate to student attainment and widening access. 

Marie-Claude Dupuis, Public Engagement Manager, The Royal Society (marie-

claude.dupuis@royalsociety.org) 

Marie-Claude Dupuis is the Public Engagement Manager at the Royal Society. She manages the Royal Society’s 

programme of public events, the Summer Science Exhibition and the Society’s two book prizes for science books, 

as well as a programme to support researchers to do public engagement. Marie-Claude previously worked in 

science education outreach at the Society and for the Advisory Committee on Mathematics Education (ACME). 

Michael Eades, Cultural and Public Engagement Manager, School of Advanced Study, University of 

London (michael.eades@sas.ac.uk) 

Michael Eades overseess cultural and public engagement activity at the School of Advanced Study, University of 

London. He also curates Being Human – the UK’s only national festival of the humanities. 

Sarah Earle, Senior Lecturer, Bath Spa University (s.earle@bathspa.ac.uk) 

Suna Eryigit Madzwamuse, Research Fellow, University of Brighton (S.Eryigit-

Madzwamuse@brighton.ac.uk) 

Suna Eryigit-Madzwamuse is a Research Fellow at the Centre for Health Research- University of Brighton. Her 

research focuses on promoting wellbeing of children/young individuals and their families, taking into account 

risk and protective factors from a resilience perspective.  She is currently involved in the Imagine Programme, 

emphasising community-university partnership working and developing a resilient system of evidence-based 

community support for children and young individuals with life challenges. She also volunteers for the 

Boingboing social enterprise which is a platform for resilience practice and research. 
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Sarah Evans, Engagement Officer, Cardiff University (engagement@cardiff.ac.uk) 

Sarah Evans is the Engagement Officer in the Engagement Team at Cardiff University. Sarah leads on the team’s 

engagement capacity building programme which supports staff across the University to develop their 

engagement skills and activities. Sarah previously worked for the Energy Saving Trust and joined the 

Engagement Team in March 2015. 

Keri Facer, Professor of Educational and Social Futures, University of Bristol 

Keri Facer is Professor of Educational and Social Futures at the University of Bristol, UK. Since 2012 she has been 

Leadership Fellow for the UK Research Council’s Connected Communities Programme, a unique programme that 

comprises over 300 projects across the UK and is a global flagship for engaged and participatory research 

activity. Prior to this, she was Research Director at Futurelab, bringing together creative, digital, academic and 

practitioner expertise to innovate with new models of education exploiting everything from early stage 

augmented reality to brain-computer interfaces. She has worked with organisations ranging from UNESCO and 

the BBC to the city farm. 

Maria Fanourgiaki, Science Communicator, Wellcome Trust Centre for Cell Biology, University of 

Edinburgh (mfanourg@staffmail.ed.ac.uk) 

Maria aspires to combine her studies in biology and environmental education with a passion for drama in order 

to engage the public with sciences. She is now the new Science Communicator for the Welcome Trust Centre for 

Cell Biology at the University of Edinburgh. The last three years she has been communicating science in Science 

Festivals around the world (Edinburgh, Caithness, Aberdeen, Abu Dhabi, Athens). She has also delivered and/or 

developed educational activities for school students in several organisations such as Edinburgh Zoo, the Royal 

Botanic Garden Edinburgh, Goulandris Natural History Museum etc. Her experience in drama includes directing 

and performing in student theatre shows both in Edinburgh and Greece. She is currently attending a course in 

Physical Theatre in Practice too. 

Jess Farr-Cox, Project Manager, Department of Philosophy (epjpd@bristol.ac.uk) 

Jess is self-employed (see www.thefilthycomma.co.uk) as a proofreader, editor and indexer. She also works part-

time supporting the Life of Breath project, an interdisciplinary research project into breathlessness. 

Bobbie Farsides, Professor of Clinical and Biomedical Ethics, Brighton and Sussex Medical School 

Bobbie Farsides is Professor of Clinical and Biomedical Ethics at the Brighton and Sussex Medical School. Her 

research interest is in the experience of health care professionals and scientists working in ethically contested 

fields, and over the last fifteen years she has undertaken work with colleagues in fetal medicine, assisted 

reproduction, pre-implantation genetic diagnosis, stem cell science, and organ transplantation. Bobbie also has a 

long term interest in and commitment to developing the contribution of ethical analysis to public policy and 

governance. She has served on a number of national committees, and has also acted as a specialist adviser to 

the House of Lords. Most recently she chaired the Nuffield Council on Bioethics working party on Children and 

Clinical Research. Finally Bobbie is increasingly involved in projects which use the arts to engage publics with 

challenging issues in biomedicine, she is part of the team which set up the ‘Sick! Festival’ in Brighton and is Chief 

Ethicist on the European Commission funded project ‘Trust me I'm an Artist’ which explores the intersection 

between art, science and ethics. During the debate on mitochondrial donation Bobbie chaired an HFEA Public 

engagement event in London, spoke at a parliamentary briefing session set up by the Muscular Dystrophy 

Association in the week of the vote, and corresponded with the a variety of policy makers and committee chairs. 

Helen Featherstone, Head of Public Engagement, University of Bath (h.featherstone@bath.ac.uk) 

The Public Engagement Unit runs the RCUK-funded Catalyst which is embedding a culture of public engagement 

with research. Helen has over 15 years practical experience of developing, delivering and evaluating STEM public 
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engagement initiatives. These have been hands-on, interactive and discussion-based. She also has a research 

background exploring the public in public engagement. 

Joe Ferns, Director of UK Portfolio and Knowledge, Big Lottery Fund 

As Director of UK Portfolio and Knowledge at the Big Lottery Fund, and previously Executive Director of Policy, 

Research and Development at Samaritans, Joe is committed to sharing knowledge and learning across sectors 

and with communities, and to finding better ways to use funding to make the biggest possible difference for 

individuals, community and society. 

Samantha Fiander, Knowledge Transfer and Communications Manager, MRC/CSO Social and Public 

Health Sciences Unit- University of Glasgow (samantha.fiander@glasgow.ac.uk) 

Knowledge Transfer and Communications Manager with the MRC/CSO Social and Public Health Sciences Unit- 

University of Glasgow. 

Catriona Firth, Impact Officer, University of Warwick (Catriona.Firth@warwick.ac.uk) 

Catriona Firth is Research Impact Officer for the Arts Faculty at the University of Warwick. In this role she 

provides strategic and practical support to researchers across the Faculty that enables them to engage the public 

in their research and increase its positive impact on society.  Before taking on this role she was Project Manager 

of the Warwick Commission on Cultural Value and has a great interest in exploring the challenges facing 

Universities and cultural organisations when trying to measure and evaluate the significance of their work. 

Kimberley Freeman, Partnership Communications Manager, MRC 

(kimberley.freeman@headoffice.mrc.ac.uk) 

Bryony Frost, Public Engagement Officer, Queen Mary University of London (b.j.frost@qmul.ac.uk) 

With a background in physics and science communication, Bryony came to QMUL to run local physics outreach 

activities. Since then she has moved to the Centre for Public Engagement to help researchers engage the public 

with their research. Bryony is responsible for the Centre's training and support provision, providing advice and 

guidance to engagement projects and developing strategic approaches to support PE throughout the institution. 

Natalie Fullwood, Research Impact Manager, Arts and Humanities, University of York 

(natalie.fullwood@york.ac.uk) 

Natalie is a Research Impact Manager at the University of York. Based in the Humanities Research Centre she 

supports the development of research impact across the University’s arts and humanities departments. Find her 

on Twitter @nat_fullwood 

Lisa Gale-Andrews, Clinical Research Co-ordinator, Bournemouth University 

(lgaleandrews@bournemouth.ac.uk) 

Tony Gallagher, Pro-Vice-Chancellor, Queen's University Belfast (am.gallagher@qub.ac.uk) 

Dominic Galliano, Director of Outreach, SEPnet (d.galliano@qmul.ac.uk) 

Dominic graduated with an MPhys in Maths and Physics from the University of York. Since then he has had a 

varied career working across industry, academia and learned societies. Dominic completed his PhD in Cosmology 

at the University of Portsmouth’s Institute of Cosmology and Gravitation during which he was their Student 

Outreach Representative. Dominic then joined the Institute of Physics where he was managed projects such at 

the national Physics in the Field programme and Cheers Physics. He also contributed to Superposition, the IOP's 

art /science collaboration. He also ran the IOP's Public Engagement Grant Scheme. Dominic became Director of 

Outreach for SEPnet in early 2015. Since then he was written a new strategy and structure for the existing 

Outreach programme, which includes a greater emphasis on Public Engagement. 
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Nicola Gauld, Coordinator, University of Birmingham (n.gauld@bham.ac.uk) 

Nicola is the Coordinator of Voices of War and Peace, a WW1 Engagement Centre led by the University of 

Birmingham. In addition to this role she is also an experienced project outreach worker and freelance curator. 

Andy Gibson, Associate Professor in PPI, University of West England (andy.gibson@uwe.ac.uk) 

Andy is a member of People in Health West England. He helps implement and evaluate public involvement in 

health related research. 

Derek Gillespie, Head of Skills and Public Engagement, Science and Technology Facilities Council 

(derek.gillespie@stfc.ac.uk) 

Derek became STFC’s Head of Skills and Engagement in January 2015, with responsibility for the strategic 

direction of the Council’s public engagement programme, including the wider links between STFC’s public 

engagement work and their support of STEM skills and careers. 

Caroline Gillett, Public Engagement with Research Officer, University of Birmingham 

(c.d.t.gillett@bham.ac.uk) 

Caroline works within the University of Birmingham's Research Planning Team as Public Engagement with 

Research Officer. This role is supported through Catalyst Seed Funding from RCUK and its focus is on culture 

change through the development and delivery of workshops/training centred on public engagement for 

researchers. Caroline hopes to align her work more closely with colleagues who are involved with impact for REF 

and our University's Strategic Framework. Caroline’s background is in Psychology and after completing her PhD 

in Cognitive Neuroscience she spent time volunteering, interning and working with arts organizations where she 

learnt about the operational planning and delivery of events/festivals. She returned to the University to work 

within public engagement, managing  a research-pop-up shop project and organizing other internal support 

activities focused on public engagement with research. 

Pat Gordon-Smith, Managing Editor, IOE Press (pat.gsmith@yahoo.co.uk) 

After a short period as a secondary English teacher, Pat Gordon-Smith entered academic publishing in 1988. She 

has since commissioned and edited countless books, articles, journals, and magazines, and nursed many more 

through production – working closely throughout with authors and editors as they write and seek to promote 

their work. She has an MA in Childhood Studies from the UCL Institute of Education and brings her combined 

skills to the management of IOE Press’s academic open-access and subscription journals. She is co-editor of 

Research For All, the new open-access journal co-sponsored by the NCCPE and the UCL Institute of Education. 

Barbara Gorgoni, Public Engagement and Training Officer, University of Aberdeen 

Melissa Grant, Lecturer in Biological Sciences, University of Birmingham (M.m.grant@bham.ac.uk) 

Through her research Melissa participate in clinician-scientist and artist-scientist partnerships. She is very keen 

to explore alternative ways to conduct research and to tell people about the research she is involved in. 

Sam Gray, REF Manager, MMU (s.gray@mmu.ac.uk) 

Muriel Grenon, Lecturer, Director of Cell EXPLORERS, NUI Galway (muriel.grenon@nuigalway.ie) 

Muriel Grenon is a molecular geneticist working in the field of cancer biology and the funding director of Cell 

EXPLORERS (http://www.facebook.com/Cellexplorers), which became the outreach programme of the School of 

Natural Sciences in May 2013. Both her extensive research and teaching experiences have been essential to the 

creation and the rapid success of this exciting education programme linking research, third level education and 

primary/secondary schools. 

Hazel Grian, Creative Ideas developer, Knowle West Media Centre (hazel.grian@kwmc.org.uk) 

http://www.facebook.com/Cellexplorers
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Jen Grove, Engaged Research Fellow, University of Exeter (jeg208@ex.ac.uk) 

Jen Grove is an Engaged Research Fellow on a Wellcome Trust-funded research project at the University of 

Exeter: ‘The Cross-Disciplinary Invention of Sexuality: Sexual Science Beyond the Medical, 1890-1940’. Jen’s 

research explores the modern collection and reception of sexually-related artefacts, especially from the ancient 

world, and the role the past plays in our modern understanding of sexuality. She is part of Exeter’s acclaimed 

outreach and community project ‘Sex and History’ which works with museums, schools and other groups to use 

objects from the past to improve sexual health and sex education. As part of this project, she co-curated a major 

exhibition of Sir Henry Wellcome’s sexually-themed acquisitions in Exeter. Jen is interested in the emerging 

category of ‘Engaged Research’ and exploring how public engagement with research can make a meaningful 

impact on communities outside the academy, and also inform our own research practices so that it can be of 

further relevance for today's society. For more see: http://humanities.exeter.ac.uk/english/staff/grove/ 

Charlotte Haigh, Academic Lead for public engagement, University of Leeds (c.haigh@leeds.ac.uk) 

Charlotte is an academic lead for public engagement at the University of Leeds. 

Jo Hamilton, Lecturer and Director of Student Experience, Aberystwyth University (jvh@aber.ac.uk) 

Jo has a major role in ensuring that University research becomes part of the school curriculum as Principal 

Investigator on the RCUK funded Schools University Partnership Initiative: SusNet Wales (Sustainability Network 

Wales). 

Becky Hamlyn, Senior Associate Director, TNS BMRB (Rebecca.Hamlyn@tns-bmrb.co.uk) 

Becky Hamlyn is Senior Associate Director at TNS BMRB, a leading social and policy research organisation, where 

she specialises in quantitative research methods. Becky led and managed the Factors affecting public 

engagement by researchers project on behalf of a research consortium of 15 research funders led by the 

Wellcome Trust. 

Angie Hart, Professor of Child, Family and Community Health, University of Brighton/Boingboing 

(a.hart@brighton.ac.uk) 

Angie Hart is Professor of Child, Family and Community Health at the University of Brighton. Angie also loosely 

coordinates the efforts of a group of academics, students and community members who live and breathe 

collaborative resilience research and practice development – in Brighton and beyond 

(http://www.boingboing.org.uk/index.php/who-are-we). Angie’s resilience profile is underpinned by 

professional and personal experience. She is a community psychotherapeutic practitioner in child and family 

mental health. And as the adoptive parent of three children from the care system she is an experienced service 

user and advocate of health and social care services in both the voluntary and statutory sector. Beyond 

academia Angie is the co-director of boingboing- a not-for-profit organisation doing resilience research, practice 

and community development (http://www.boingboing.org.uk/) She is also the Academic Director of the 

Community University Partnership Programme (Cupp) at the University of Brighton 

(http://www.brighton.ac.uk/cupp/). 

Jo Heaton, Head of Communication & Engagement, University of Central Lancashire 

(jheaton@uclan.ac.uk) 

Dee Hennessy, Director, Creative Exchange (dee@creativeexchange.co.uk) 

Steven Hill, Head of Research Policy, HEFCE (s.hill@hefce.ac.uk) 

Steven Hill is Head of the Research Policy at the Higher Education Funding Council for England. Prior to joining 

HEFCE Steven was Head of the Strategy Unit at Research Councils UK, covering a range of research policy issues, 

and had several roles in the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs, working on evidence-based 
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policy making. Earlier in his career Steven was a university lecturer at the University of Oxford where his 

research focussed on plant physiology and biotechnology. 

Matthew Hill, Freelance, BBC (BBC Health Correspondent in the West of England) 

Matthew joined the BBC in 1988 as a district reporter in Kings Lynn for Radio Norfolk. His career took him via 

Radio Leicester to Slough, where he set up a district office for Radio Berkshire. He was broadcast journalist for 

two years at BBC Spotlight in Plymouth and in 1995, he became Health Correspondent for the West of England. 

Within a month of his appointment, he broke one of the biggest medical stories of the 20th Century - the Bristol 

heart babies scandal. Since then he has reported as health correspondent regularly for Newsnight, reported on 

Panorama, and is currently working on a File on 4 programme. Matthew has a wide range of news 'scoops' to his 

name. He reported on the very first case of the Bristol organ retention scandal (1996) and the racist organ 

scandal, which led to the resignation of the chief executive of the United Kingdom Transplant Authority. In 2001, 

his story about the sale of a second hand computer by Bristol University Law Department, which contained the 

names of paedophiles and their victims, led to a police and university inquiry. 

Rachel Hillman, Head of Engaging Science, Wellcome Trust (r.hillman@wellcome.ac.uk) 

Rachel currently leads the Wellcome Trust’s extensive programme of activities and funding to support public 

engagement with science, health and the medical humanities. She previously set up and led the Broadcast, 

Games and Film strategy at Wellcome and is acting as Head of Engaging Science to cover a period of maternity 

leave. 

Michael Hinton, Knowledge Exchange and Public Engagement Officer, Babraham Institute 

(michael.hinton@babraham.ac.uk) 

Michael has 20 years of experience in the Institute's Neurobiology Laboratory, working on behaviour and 

memory using HPLC and electrophysiology. He moved into the Corporate Affairs Office in 2004, covering press, 

public relations, web development and schools outreach. Michael now works in the Knowledge Exchange, 

Commercialisation and Public Engagement Team, where he has responsibility for maintaining the Institute's 

website, primary and secondary schools outreach activities and knowledge exchange events. 

Lynette Hodges, Public Engagement Administrator, The University of Sheffield 

(l.j.hodges@sheffield.ac.uk) 

Lynette works in the Public Engagement and Impact team at the University of Sheffield, providing event support 

and dealing with the team's finance and administrative processes. She is also the first point of contact for public 

engagement enquiries in the team. 

Neville Hollingworth, Public Engagement Manager, Science and Technology Facilities Council 

(neville.hollingworth@stfc.ac.uk) 

Neville has managed the STFC Public Engagement Programme, PE Funding Schemes and Fellowships since 2009. 

Reuben Holmes, Plant Chemist, National Nuclear Laboratory (reuben.m.holmes@nnl.co.uk) 

Reuben is a plant chemist with 3 years of experience in the nuclear fuel reprocessing and nuclear reactor 

operations sectors. His interest in public engagement stems from his research into the social impacts of the 

Fukushima nuclear accident. Since then he has been involved in developing a public engagement concordat for 

the nuclear industry and producing guidance for its implementation. Reuben is attending the conference to 

learn about other public engagement programmes and to share learning from public engagement within the 

nuclear industry. 

Paula Hughes, Project Co-ordinator for SusNet, Aberystwyth University (pah15@aber.ac.uk) 
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Paula is responsible for the co-ordination of the Sustainability Network Wales (SusNet) project. SusNet aims to 

bring research to students aged 16 and over in schools and colleges in Ceredigion and the surrounding local 

area. The project is funded by Research Councils UK and is one of only 12 School-University Partnerships 

throughout the UK. 

Fiona Hyland, Academic Liaison Officer, University of Bristol (fiona.hyland@bristol.ac.uk) 

My role is to provide advice and support to staff and students wishing to get involved in public engagement 

activities. This includes helping researchers develop, evaluate and obtain resources for their projects and 

working with academics to articulate public engagement as part of Pathways to Impact statements and REF case 

studies. I am currently helping to coordinate the University's contribution to Bristol Green Capital 2015. My 

background is in health psychology and education. 

Sam Illingworth, Lecturer, MMU (s.illingworth@mmu.ac.uk) 

Katie Irgin, Impact Officer, University of Warwick (K.Irgin@warwick.ac.uk) 

Katie Irgin joined the University of Warwick in August 2015 as an Impact Officer for the Faculties of Science and 

Medicine and helps support researchers in accelerating the outcomes of their research. Katie previously worked 

at the Agriculture and Horticulture Development Board (AHDB) as a Research and Knowledge Transfer Manager 

and was responsible for working with growers to identify and develop research priorities and organising 

knowledge transfer events. Prior to that, Katie worked at the University of Warwick and BBSRC and has 

experience of responsive mode funding and collaborative research with industry via Research Industry Clubs and 

strategic initiatives. 

Allison Jackson, Research and Communications Manager, Glasgow Polyomics, The University of Glasgow 

(allison.jackson@glasgow.ac.uk) 

Allison is the Research and Communications Manager at Glasgow Polyomics, an omics research facility at the 

University of Glasgow. She is responsible for managing the facility and administering the University's Wellcome 

Trust ISSF strategic research awards, which include public engagement bursaries in partnership with the Glasgow 

Science Festival. In addition, she is responsible for the facility's high profile public engagement programme. 

Glasgow Polyomics has analysed many drinks (coffee, whisky, gin, beer, wine) and holds regular events aimed at 

explaining the science behind omics to traditionally hard to reach adult audiences. Allison is also responsible for 

promotion of the facility. 

Rachel Rose Jackson, Research Project Officer, University of Bath (r.jackson@bath.ac.uk) 

Jo James, Project lead Public Engagement with Research unit, University of Southampton 

(jmj@soton.ac.uk) 

With many years' experience in academic administration, Jo currently has two complementary roles at 

Southampton: 1) managing a central Professional Development Programme for doctoral researchers within the 

new Doctoral College; 2) working as part of the Public Engagement with Research unit team which leads on 

institutional capacity-building and culture change for public engagement with research. 

Eric Jensen, Associate Professor of Sociology, University of Warwick (e.jensen@warwick.ac.uk) 

Dr Eric Jensen is Associate Professor of Sociology, University of Warwick. He teaches on social research methods, 

audience research and public engagement with science. He has conducted numerous evaluation studies of the 

impacts of public engagement events and activities. His research has been published in journals such as Nature, 

Public Understanding of Science and Conservation Biology. Recent projects funded by Nesta and the AHRC 

assess how automated technologies can be used to embed evaluation within public engagement practice. 

Jensen has a PhD in sociology from the University of Cambridge. 
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Neil Johnson, Member Engagement Coordinator, The Association of Commonwealth Universities 

(neil.johnson@acu.ac.uk) 

Neil Johnson is the Member Engagement Coordinator for the Association of Commonwealth Universities. He 

manages the ACU’s Member Communities – special interest groups for staff working at ACU members around 

the Commonwealth. This includes the ACU Engage Community for staff working on engagement, research 

communication and uptake projects to come together, discuss their work and share ideas and solutions to the 

common problems they face. Before working for the ACU Neil worked for the Commonwealth Scholarship 

Commission for both London Metropolitan University and London South Bank University. Prior to this he worked 

for Universities UK, shaping the organisation’s lobbying strategy, and as a Research Assistant for two MPs whose 

work focused on higher education policy in the UK. Neil has a Masters in Historical Research and a Bachelors in 

International History and International Politics from the University of Sheffield. 

Prasert Kanthamanon, Senior Vice President for Administrative Affairs, King Mongkut's University of 

Technology Thonburi (prasert@sit.kmutt.ac.th) 

Prasert’s fields of interest include University Management, ICT System Architecture Design, Network-ICT and 

Network Security, and ICT Policy. Prasert is Senior Vice President for Administrative Affairs, King Mongkut’s 

University of Technology Thonburi. 

Naomi Kay, Public Engagement Officer, Bournemouth University (nkay@bournemouth.ac.uk) 

Naomi’s role involves taking the research done by the academic community and putting this out to the public 

through a series of public engagement events. The largest of these is Bournemouth’s annual Festival of Learning, 

along with Café Scientifique and the Festival of Learning on tour activities. 

Imran Khan, Chief Executive, British Science Association (imran.khan@britishscienceassociation.org) 

Imran is chief executive of the British Science Association, an institution dedicated to making science a more 

fundamental part of our culture and society. A biologist by training, he believes that society will benefit from 

stronger engagement between scientists and the public. Imran was previously director of the Campaign for 

Science & Engineering (CaSE) and worked in Westminster as a political researcher. He serves as trustee of the 

technology-focused international development charity Practical Action and is a member of the board of the 

Longitude Prize. He has been named by The Times as one of the ten most influential people in British science 

under the age of 40. He has studied at the University of Oxford, Imperial College London and Cass Business 

School. 

Hannah King, Public Engagement Manager, Natural Environment Research Council (NERC) 

(hankin@nerc.ac.uk) 

Manisha Lalloo, Public Engagement Manager, Institute of Physics (manisha.lalloo@iop.org) 

Manisha is the public engagement manager at the Institute of Physics where she works to engage public 

audiences with contemporary physics. She has previously worked at Queen Mary University and the Royal 

Academy of Engineering and has a particular interest in the evaluation of engagement activities. 

Gavin Lee, Deputy Head Policy & Planning, University of Stirling (dppa@stir.ac.uk) 

Gavin will be joining the University in this role in November 2015. 

Nancy Lee, Senior Policy Adviser, Wellcome Trust 

Nancy is a Senior Policy Adviser in the Policy team at the Wellcome Trust. Her primary areas of work include 

regulatory policy and advocacy covering: regulatory frameworks for health research, regenerative medicine, the 

use of animals in research, clinical trials and global health. She also oversees work involving European policy and 

regulatory issues. On global health, Nancy provides policy and strategy input on issues including emerging 
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infectious diseases and antimicrobial resistance. She is the key policy contact with the WHO and other global 

health partners. Nancy holds a Bachelor of International Business Relations and Law from Griffith University, 

Australia and a Masters of Laws from King's College London. 

Lucy Leiper, Senior Researcher Development Adviser, The University of Aberdeen (l.leiper@abdn.ac.uk) 

Lucy has been a researcher developer at the University of Aberdeen since 2010.  She is particularly interested in 

supporting researchers develop skills in a meaningful and practical way that translate into evidence for career 

progression.  She co-led the RCUK Catalyst project between 2012-2015 where the focus was on developing 

researchers’ skills through public engagement. 

Holly Leonard, Central Events Manager, University of East Anglia (h.leonard@uea.ac.uk) 

Holly is an experienced event manager with a growing portfolio of public engagement events. She has skills in 

events marketing; communication strategy; budgeting; project management; and event planning, delivery and 

evaluation. She is the recipient of a UEA Engagement Award for an 'outstanding contribution to public and 

community engagement' for project-managing an activity at the Natural History Museum as part of Universities 

Week 2014.  Holly also led the team which organised the University of East Anglia's recent 50th Anniversary 

Festival. The event was recognised with a CASE Circle of Excellence Gold Award in 2014. Her wider experience 

includes concert management; orchestra and choir administration; hospitality; and other HE roles. 

Michaela Livingstone, Public Engagement Facilitator, University of Oxford 

(michaela.livingstone@mpls.ox.ac.uk) 

Michaela supports researchers across the two science divisions to do and think about public engagement with 

their research. She looks after the Oxford Sparks digital engagement project, which aims to share research with 

wider audiences, enrich science lessons and also provides support and training for researchers. Prior to working 

at the University, Michaela was Special Projects Manager at the UK Association for Science and Discovery 

Centre, overseeing the successful 'Hands-on DNA' and 'Explore Your Universe' national strategic engagement 

projects. She also spent some time as an intern on the learning team of the At-Bristol science centre. Michaela's 

life in public engagement began during her PhD at the University of Sheffield, where she co-founded the Science 

Brainwaves group, planned and hosted a myriad of different public events and designed the website. 

Sarah Lloyd, Reader in History, University of Hertfordshire (s.v.lloyd@herts.ac.uk) 

Sarah Lloyd is Reader in History at the University of Hertfordshire where she has held several Arts and 

Humanities Research Council Connected Communities grants. Partners in History (2013) supported projects 

funded by the Heritage Lottery Fund’s All Our Stories scheme. Since January 2014 she has led the AHRC First 

World War Engagement Centre Everyday Lives in War. 

Rita Long, Service User Researcher, The Spectrum Centre (r.long2@lancaster.ac.uk) 

Alan Lunt, Research Fellow, King's College London (alan.lunt@nhs.net) 

Rita is a clinical researcher in paediatric respiratory medicine at King's College London and King's College 

Hospital NHS Foundation Trust. 

Vicky MacBean, Postdoctoral Research Associate, King's College London (victoria.macbean@kcl.ac.uk) 

Vicky is a postdoctoral researcher working in paediatric respiratory medicine and was awarded her PhD in 2014. 

Prior to commencing her research role she worked as a acute paediatric physiotherapist both in the UK and New 

Zealand. During the course of her PhD she undertook research investigating the application of novel 

physiological tools to the assessment of childhood lung disease, which has involved work with healthy children 

and those with a range of conditions from mild asthma managed in an outpatient department to life-threatening 

illnesses requiring intensive care admission. Vicky is now leading a study examining the long-term respiratory 
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outcomes of children born preterm. Throughout her clinical and academic careers she has consistently aimed to 

incorporate education about the structure and function of the human body into her interactions with children 

and their families. This has developed into an interest in maintaining a formal public engagement strategy within 

her department, which at present is concentrated around managing a blog and social media accounts and 

facilitating a Student Advisory Panel of local secondary school students – along with a spot of physiological 

knitting! 

Brian Mackenwells, Public Engagement Officer, Wellcome Trust Centre for Human Genetics 

(bmwells@well.ox.ac.uk) 

Brian Mackenwells currently works at the Wellcome Trust Centre for Human Genetics as the Public Engagement 

Officer. For the seven years before that he worked at ‘Science Oxford’ developing and delivering science shows 

and workshops to all ages of young people. In his spare time he acts in an amateur dramatics group and co-

writes the monthly audio-drama podcast ‘Action Science Theatre’. He has also derived E=MC^2 live on stage in 

the back room of a pub – floated in zero gravity – and has only made two children cry in the course of his PE 

career to date. 

Alison Maguire, Head of Research, Finance & Family Support, The Lily Foundation 

Alison Maguire became involved with the Lily Foundation charity after she lost her 4 year old daughter Niamh, 

to Mitochondrial Disease in 2009. This tragedy changed her life and career direction. She decided that 

supporting other families and using her medical background to ensure the best research was being done into 

these devastating conditions was what was important to her. She is now Head of Research at the Lily 

Foundation, working closely with doctors, coordinating the charity’s research initiatives and directly supporting 

families. 

Paul Manners, Director, NCCPE (paul.manners@uwe.ac.uk) 

Paul Manners is Associate Professor in Public Engagement at UWE and Director of the National Co-ordinating 

Centre for Public Engagement. The NCCPE’s role is to help to coordinate public engagement practice and to 

support innovation and strategic change in universities. Paul’s whole career has been education related. He 

trained as a secondary English teacher and after teaching for five years, joined the BBC where his credits include 

the long running BBC2 series, ‘Rough Science’. He was an executive producer in BBC Learning, responsible for a 

number of broadcast-led public engagement campaigns, including the People’s War project, gathering tens of 

thousands of personal reminiscences about WWII into an online archive. He is chair of the National Trust’s 

advisory panel on Learning and Engagement and a fellow of the RSA. 

Aranee Manoharan, Kingston University London (a.manoharan@kingston.ac.uk) 

Richard Marggraf Turley, Professor of Engagement with the Public Imagination, Aberystwyth University 

(rcm@aber.ac.uk) 

Richard Marggraf Turley is a Romanticist, author of books on John Keats and early nineteenth-century literary, 

sexual and political culture. He is also author of a novel, The Cunning House, set in Regency London. He is 

Aberystwyth University’s Professor of Engagement with the Public Imagination. 

Aileen Marshall-Brown, Research Impact Facilitator, University of Oxford (aileen.marshall-

brown@socsci.ox.ac.uk) 

Aileen Marshall-Brown is Research Impact Facilitator for the Social Sciences Division at the University of Oxford 

and the institutional operational lead for Oxford’s ESRC Impact Acceleration Account. Aileen provides facilitation 

support and advice to researchers to assist them to develop and implement integrated knowledge exchange- 

public engagement and impact strategies, to engage with a broad range of stakeholders beyond academia. She 
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coordinates a programme of skills development training for researchers, coordinates large scale public 

engagement and showcase events, does work to build increased visibility of engagement activities and 

expertise, and to share best practice across the university and beyond. Aileen also has previous experience in a 

number of research and project management roles at the University of Highlands and Islands in the area of 

sustainable development, where she developed on the ground expertise in stakeholder and public engagement. 

Laurie Martin, Engagement Support Officer, Cardiff University (engagement@cardiff.ac.uk) 

Laurie Martin is the Engagement Support Officer at Cardiff University. Laurie supports the Engagement team in 

all administrative duties. Laurie has worked in a Local Authority as an Outreach worker in the community and 

also in Further and Higher Education HR Departments. 

Angela Martin, Lead for Public Involvement, Welsh Government (angela.martin4@wales.gsi.gov.uk) 

Policy lead in Welsh Government with a remit for involving and engaging the population of Wales in health and 

social care research. 

Agata Maslowska, Auditor, Audit Scotland/University of Glasgow (amaslowska@audit-scotland.gov.uk) 

Agata Maslowska has worked at Audit Scotland since 2007 and been involved in performance audits of councils, 

community planning partnerships and central government organisations in Scotland. 

Clare Matterson, Director of Strategy, Wellcome Trust 

Clare Matterson CBE is Director of Strategy: she leads on strategy, policy, advocacy and education, 

communicating the work of the Trust, leading grant management and incubating new initiatives. Clare received 

a CBE in recognition of her services to public engagement with Science. From 2004 to 2014, Clare was Director of 

Culture and Society at the Wellcome Trust. With a small team, she conceived and led the first 10 years of 

Wellcome Collection – the Trust's highly acclaimed public venue.  She was responsible for bringing the arts and 

humanities into the core of the Trust's work and for extending its activities to engage the public with science. 

Passionate about education, Clare led the Wellcome Trust's initiative to create the National Science Learning 

Centre – a partnership with the UK Government to drive improvement in science education. She is currently 

Chair of the National Forum for Public Engagement with STEM. 

Nuala McCabe, Senior Postgraduate Officer, Queen's University Belfast (n.mccabe@qub.ac.uk) 

Leading postgraduate research impact and public engagement at The Graduate School, QUB. 

Dom McDonald, Outreach Programme Manager, Royal Society of Chemistry (mcdonaldd@rsc.org) 

Dom’s team manages the RSC's Outreach programme of around £2M p.a. This includes our Outreach Fund and 

our work to get more chemists to do public engagement better (discuss). Previously he has run a small science 

centre, managed a STEM Ambassadors regional contract, worked for RCUK, freelanced at science festivals, and 

taught A-Level sociology and psychology. 

Claire McDonnell, Learning Development Officer, Dublin Institute of Technology (claire.mcdonnell@dit.ie) 

Claire is currently on secondment in the Learning, Teaching and Technology Centre in Dublin Institute of 

Technology (DIT) and coordinates the MA in Higher Education as well as contributing to the other programmes 

and workshops offered there. Her permanent role at DIT is as an organic chemistry lecturer. Claire has particular 

interests in community based learning and research, context and problem-based learning, the application of 

online tools to support student learning and collaboration, student transition to third level and the integration of 

teaching and research. 

Hazel McGraw, Policy Officer, SFC (hmcgraw@sfc.ac.uk) 

Emma McKenna, Coordiantor, Science Shop, Queen's University Belfast (science.shop@qub.ac.uk) 
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Dr Emma McKenna McKenna is Co-ordinator of The Science Shop at Queen’s University Belfast, working with 

community-based organisations to develop research projects suitable for completion by students.  After 

completing her PhD in Sociology, where she taught women’s studies and sociology at undergraduate level, she 

worked in research and policy in voluntary organisations for a number of years. She has researched and 

supported public engagement internationally and mentored new Science Shops across the UK and Ireland and in 

India, Canada, France and Norway. She has also supported public engagement through the curriculum at a policy 

level as part of the EC funded PERARES project (Public Engagement with Research and Research Engagement 

with Society), and is currently deputy co-ordinator of the EC funded EnRRICH project – Enhancing Responsible 

Research and Innovation through Curricula in Higher Education. 

Sarah McLusky, Project Manager, Life of Breath, Durham University (sarah.mclusky@durham.ac.uk) 

Life of Breath is a Wellcome Trust project led by Durham University and University of Bristol to examine 

breathing and breathlessness through the interface between arts, humanities and medical practice. Sarah 

coordinates the Durham team’s activities and engages the wider world with Life of Breath. She has developed 

and managed events, education and public engagement programmes for a number of different organisations, as 

well as turning her hand to teaching and writing. Sarah’s academic background is in plant biochemistry. 

Peter McOwan, Vice-Principal for Public Engagement, Queen Mary University of London (vp-

er@qmul.ac.uk) 

Peter McOwan is a Professor of Computer Science in the School of Electronic Engineering and Computer Science 

at Queen Mary. He was appointed to the role of Vice Principal for Public Engagement and Student Enterprise in 

January 2012. Peter’s interdisciplinary research interests are in visual perception, cognitive science, and 

biologically inspired hardware and software. He was coordinator of the successful Living with Robots and 

Interactive Companions (LIREC) project – one of the EU’s largest robotics projects, developing long-term - 

synthetic companions – and is currently coordinator of an EU Science in Society grant Teaching Enquiry with 

Mysteries Incorporated (TEMI), using magic, myths, and mysteries to promote enquiry-based education in 

Europe. He was a founder member of the Computing at Schools network, was elected a National Teaching 

Fellow by the Higher Education Academy in 2008, and was awarded the 2011 IET Mountbatten Medal for his 

work in promoting computer science to diverse audiences. He also co-created with Queen Mary Innovation 

(QMI) the QApps venture, which develops commercial smartphone apps from staff and student research. 

Nick Meade, Director of Policy, Genetic Alliance UK (nick@geneticalliance.org.uk) 

Nick Meade is Director of Policy at Genetic Alliance UK, the national charity of over 180 patient organisations 

supporting all those affected by genetic conditions, and a member of the Patients' Network for Health and 

Medical Research (EGAN). Genetic Alliance UK's and EGAN's policy work focuses on research and innovation to 

facilitate progress towards cures and treatments for unmet health need, on the commissioning of healthcare 

services and access to therapies, on genetic testing and genomic technologies, and on reproductive choice. 

Genetic Alliance UK's work includes leading the Rare Disease UK campaign and the SWAN UK group which 

supports families of children with undiagnosed conditions; Nick is involved with both of these projects. Nick 

represents patients on panels and committees in the UK and Europe including NHS England, UK Rare Disease 

Forum, UK Genetic Testing Network, National Institute for Health and Care Excellence and the European 

Medicines Agency. 

Kate Miller, Acting Head of Public Engagement, University of Bristol (kate.miller@bristol.ac.uk) 

Kate is the first point of contact for community organisations wishing to work with the University, or for staff 

with queries about public engagement and impact. Her role includes brokering partnerships with outside 

organisations, running the Engaged University Steering Group and directing the public engagement programme. 
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Nikhil Mistry, PhD Student (nm6g09@soton.ac.uk) 

Nikhil Mistry completed his undergraduate degree at the University of Southampton in 2014 with a First Class 

Honours in MEng Acoustical Engineering. During his degree he completed a two-month placement with Arup in 

London, producing auralisations to discuss acoustics environments within offices, a year-long placement in 

Australia with AECOM and SLR Consulting working on building and environmental acoustics, and a two-month 

placement at the Institute of Cancer Research (ICR) working on acoustic and thermal characterisation of liver, 

kidney and muscle tissue with the aim to assist HIFU (High-Intensity Focused Ultrasound) treatment planning. 

His experiences have given him a broad perspective on the applications of acoustics and his undergraduate 

projects and placement at the ICR convinced him that he was best suited to a research-based career. He is also 

very passionate about communication and has therefore become a highly active member of the university’s 

public engagement network. Nikhil has been a STEM Ambassador since 2010 and also assisted in the university’s 

Outreach Roadshow. He also co-ordinates a team that has set up a comedy club for researchers called Bright 

Club and also performed in their first show in July 2015. Furthermore, Nikhil helps facilitate in a science café 

called The Science Room. He continuously visit schools and offers tours of the ISVR, along with presenting on 

acoustics to a range of audiences to encourage them to join the ISVR or to consider just how much acoustics is 

involved in their everyday lives. 

Ivvet Modinou, Head of Engagement, British Science Association 

(ivvet.modinou@britishscienceassociation.org) 

Ivvet Modinou has been working in public engagement for the last decade. In her role as Head of Engagement 

she currently oversees the BSA’s public-facing programmes, including flagship programmes such as the British 

Science Festival and British Science Week. Her team are also responsible for the BSA’s volunteers across the 

country; including 32 local branches and 16 scientific sections, all of whom organise, run and contribute to live 

science events. She also convenes the UK Science Festivals Network. Before joining the BSA she worked at the 

Natural History Museum, leading the development and implementation of the Museum’s science 

communication programme.  Ivvet has an MSc in Science Communication from Imperial College London and she 

has developed and delivered science communication training for researchers around the world. She has also 

been a reporter for the BBC World Service and a sub-editor at The Times. In her spare time she has co-founded 

the music discovery website richseam.com 

Julie Moore, Deputy Director of UH Heritage Hub, University of Hertfordshire (j.p.2.moore@herts.ac.uk) 

Julie Moore is Deputy Director of the University of Hertfordshire’s Heritage Hub with a particular interest in 

agriculture in the late 19th and early 20th centuries. In 2014 she joined Everyday Lives in War (an Arts and 

Humanities Research Council First World War Engagement Centre) as an Early Career Researcher. She held a 

similar position on the 2013 Partners in History project, which supported community groups funded by the 

Heritage Lottery Fund’s All Our Stories scheme. 

Katie Moore, Research Assistant, University of Bath (k.a.moore@bath.ac.uk) 

Katie works with the Tobacco Control Research Group (TCRG) in the University of Bath. She works primarily on 

Tobacco Tactics, a unique academic wiki that monitors the tobacco industry and charts its influence in public 

health and policy regulation, making the research available in real time. Katie’s team is currently exploring 

adapting this model for Africa. Her research interests are tobacco industry monitoring and tracking influence on 

public health policy, as well as charting the tobacco industry conduct in low-and-middle-income countries. I 

come from a background in public health and have a keen interest in non-communicable diseases. 

Danielle Moore-Chick, Communication Manager, AHRC (d.moore-chick@ahrc.ac.uk) 
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Danielle is the Communications Manager leading on press and public engagement. She manages the AHRC/BBC 

New Generation Thinkers scheme. Often found head down tweeting via @ahrcpress and @dmoorechick. 

Susan Morrison, Comedian, compère, festival organiser (Susan@historyfest.co.uk) 

Gioia Mosler, Learning and Outreach Officer, Queen Mary University (g.mosler@qmul.ac.uk) 

Gioia is currently working as Learning and Outreach Officer for the School-based Asthma Project within Centre of 

the Cell and Queen Mary University of London. Gioia’s background is in science and she holds a PhD in 

environmental epidemiology from Imperial College London. During her PhD she started volunteering in science 

communication and engagement through the Medical Research Council including work at the London Science 

Museum and the Wohl Reach Out Lab. In her current position she is responsible for the School-based Asthma 

Project’s engagement strategy for which she recruited and is working with 48 partners and 600 study 

participants. Her second responsibility is the content development for the project’s workshops. Gioia works in 

addition as part of the Centre of the Cell team for which she helps with the delivery of science workshops and 

shows in schools and on-site. 

Henk Mulder, Lecturer/Science Shop Coordinator, University of Groningen (h.a.j.mulder@rug.nl) 

Dr Henk A. J. Mulder has been the coordinator of the Science Shop at University of Groningen, the Netherlands, 

since 1989. The Science Shop facilitates research on behalf of Civil Society Organizations. Dr Mulder is also a 

lecturer and chairman of the Program Committee in the Masters programme of Science Communication and 

teaches Science, Ethics, Technology and Society to all undergraduates in Physics and Chemistry. Dr Mulder is co-

founder of the International Science Shop Network, Living Knowledge. He recently co-ordinated the EU-FP7 

funded project PERARES (Public Engagement with Research and Research Engagement with Society). In this 3 

Million Euro project, 25 partners, Science Shops, Universities and NGOs, from 16 countries worked together to 

advance co-operation in setting Research Agendas between Civil Society Organisations and Research Institutes. 

Dr Mulder himself was in charge of the training and mentoring of new Science Shops in PERARES, as he was in 

previous EU projects (SCIPAS-FP5- ISSNET-FP6  and TRAMS-FP6) and projects funded by the Dutch Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs to introduce Science Shops in Romania. Currently he is a partner in the project Engage2020,  

which aims to inspire researchers to engage with citizens and their organizations in all phases of the research 

process. Dr Mulder has an MSc in Inorganic Chemistry (1988) and a PhD in Energy and Environmental Sciences 

(1995). 

Julie Murphy, Patient and Public Engagement Manager, Wellcome Trust Centre for Mitochondrial 

Research at Newcastle University 

Julie Murphy currently works as Patient and Public Engagement Manager for the Wellcome Trust Centre for 

Mitochondrial Research at Newcastle University, and her responsibilities are to lead on public and patient events 

to both inform on the nature of mitochondrial disease and to highlight recent scientific advances. Julie also 

manages the process of embedding public engagement across the centre, as well as managing a range of 

engagement activities. The aim is to design and develop new engagement networks to set up a robust 

communication channel between researcher and patients. 

Jonathan Murray, Lead Community Researcher, UCL IGP (jonathan.murray@icloud.com) 

Jonathan is a Lead Community Researcher for the Prosperity in East London Pilot Study. 

Michael Noble, Community Liaison, University of Nottingham (michael.noble@nottingham.ac.uk) 

Michael works for the Centre of Hidden Histories: one of the AHRC First World War engagement centres. His 

role is to foster and support partnerships between academic researchers and community groups as they 

collaborate on First World War research projects. 
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Sarah Norcross, Director of the Progress Educational Trust, BioNews 

Sarah Norcross is Director of the Progress Educational Trust, Commissioning Editor of its flagship publication 

BioNews, and Co-Chair of the campaigning organisation Fertility Fairness. She is also a member of the Human 

Fertilisation and Embryology Authority's National Donation Strategy Group, the National Gamete Donation 

Trust's Advisory Council, and the Association of Fertility Patient Organisations. She chaired the steering group of 

clinicians, scientists, patient support groups and medical research charities which fed into policy for the Human 

Fertilisation and Embryology Act 2008, and was similarly involved in the Human Fertilisation and Embryology 

(Mitochondrial Donation) Regulations 2015. Previously, she worked as a Barrister carrying out advocacy in the 

civil and criminal courts on the Northern Circuit. 

Tacita Nye, Knowledge Exchange and Public Engagement Officer, Babraham Institute 

(tacita.nye@babraham.ac.uk) 

Tacita joined the Babraham Institute in 2013 and works to support Institute Knowledge Exchange, 

Commercialisation and Public Engagement.  As such her work is very varied, organising conferences and event,  

public engagement opportunities and supporting our commercial projects. Prior to the Babraham Institute 

Tacita studied Biochemistry and Microbiology at the University of Leeds, with an intercalated Industrial Year 

within a cytotoxicity laboratory at a Contract Research Organisation based in Harrogate. Following this Tacita 

moved further south to Sheffield to study for her Ph.D. in molecular microbiology, specifically researching the 

cytochromes of Escherichia coli.  During her time at Sheffield Tacita led a branch of the British Science 

Association known as Science Brainwaves, where she managed numerous public events including 'The Science of 

Cocktails'. 

Erinma Ochu, Creative Director, Squirrel Nation Limited (studio@squirrelnation.co.uk) 

Ruth ODonnell, EnRRICH Project Coordinator, University College Cork (ruth.odonnell@ucc.ie) 

Ruth is the coordinator for an EU funded project entitled EnRRICH, on behalf of University College Cork. The 

project aims to develop an awareness of responsible research and innovation within higher education curricula 

and culture. 

Jennifer O'Hare, Outreach Executive, Royal Society of Chemistry (oharej@rsc.org) 

Currently working in the Outreach team at the Royal Society of Chemistry, Jennifer manages the Outreach Fund 

and Chemistry at Work programme. Prior to her role at the RSC she worked in Widening Participation at the 

University of Cambridge. 

Greg Oldfield, Head of Public Engagement and Impact, University of Sheffield (engage@sheffield.ac.uk) 

Greg leads the Public Engagement and Impact team at the University of Sheffield and supports the Faculty of 

Science. His team helps academics from across the University find innovative and creative ways to bring their 

research closer to the public through festivals, events, sponsorship and partnerships across the region. 

Sandy Oliver, Professor of Public Policy, UCL Institute of Education (s.oliver@ioe.ac.uk) 

Sandy’s first encounter with university research was during school holidays, excavating a Roman villa under the 

instruction of students from Oxford. Professionally she started out as a bench scientist with a lab coat and petri 

dishes. After a somewhat meandering career she is now a social scientist with a strong interest in developing 

countries. In between were ten years at home, having children and debating evidence with other mothers, 

midwives and obstetricians. She claims 25 years of public engagement with research outside and inside 

academia and never tires of looking at issues from different angles. 

Martin O'Neill, Research Associate, Cardiff University (Oneillm2@cf.ac.uk) 
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Sinead Ouillon, Programme Leader, City University Initiative, Coventry University 

(s.ouillon@coventry.ac.uk) 

Sinead works in the Coventry University Research Centre for Trust, Peace and Social Relations, leading the City 

University Initiative (CUI). Within this role Sinead is working to unlock and match make the skills and resources 

of staff and students in the University with that of the community to help raise aspirations, social mobility and 

improve social relations in Coventry. Recent CUI projects include providing the Citizens Advice Bureau staff UK 

with training in managing focus groups on Equality and Diversity solutions for BAME, LGBT, Disabled people and 

women SME employees, the development of Coventry as a World Health Organisation accredited Age Friendly 

City, including social prescribing trials such as signposting people with early signs of dementia to a theatre group 

rather than clinical intervention, the development of a new crowd funding platform for University Civic projects 

such as a story telling space in a City coffee shop and supporting the City Council to re-imagine libraries within 

Coventry. Prior to this Sinead set up citylabcoventry.org and through its relationship with the European Network 

of Living Labs (EnoLL) worked as an evaluator for EnoLL. In City Lab she managed a number of co-created user 

centred trials of new products and services such as the CABLED trial of 100 electric and Hydrogen vehicles, the 

development of new materials for casts for disabled children and a home energy monitoring system for 1000 

older people in Coventry. The City University Initiative continues to work with these living laboratories, through 

the Peoples Olympics, where we will engage 10,000 local people in fun physical activity to coincide with the Rio 

Olympics in 2016. Sinead has an educational background in International Political Economy and a professional 

background in Business Development and management consultancy, having previously worked as a bid writer 

and management consultant for over 10 years, securing funding for a range of organisations in excess of £20m. 

Sinead has worked on European Commission FP6- 7 and H2020 projects and proposals. Sinead has also been an 

evaluator for the European Leonardo da Vinci Programme and European Structural and Investment funds in the 

UK. Other posts held include Trustee of Ammalife.org, an International Charity working to support evidenced 

based approaches to reduce maternal mortality in developing countries and Co-director of the 

www.celticfeet.co.uk  dance and theatre company. Up to 2014 Sinead was a director of Innovista networks, a 

social enterprise to support young people to achieve their goals. 

Richard Owen, Associate Dean of Research and Knowledge Transfer, University of Exeter 

Professor Richard Owen is Associate Dean of Research and Knowledge Transfer and Professor of Science and 

Innovation Governance at the University of Exeter Business School. Richard’s research lies at the intersection of 

science, innovation, governance and responsibility. With a strongly interdisciplinary background, he trained 

originally as a scientist, then worked for a number of years in policy. For the last eight years he has worked in the 

broad field of science and technology studies. He studies the concept of responsible innovation as an 

interpretively flexible and contested discourse in the making and, increasingly, how narratives of science and 

innovation are being constructed in the broader discourses and situated practices of development. 

David Owen, Creative Producer, Gurukula (david@gurukula.co) 

David is an experienced consultant, facilitator and project producer with expertise in public engagement, 

partnership development and organisational change. His recent projects include (i) working with the Wellcome 

Trust on the National Forum for Public Engagement with STEM to help deliver a step change in activity across 

the sectors involved in informal science learning and supporting the development of an engagement and impact 

plan for a £4M bid to the Arts and Humanities Research Council. David has an MSc in Systems Thinking from the 

Open University. He has written on a variety of topics including public engagement, evaluating impact, conflict 

transformation, film exhibition and student-community engagement. David is committed and passionate about 

social and environmental justice, is a keen photographer, nature lover and just about hanging-in as a sports 

person. Find out more at www.gurukula.co. 



 

27 

 

Claire Packman, Research Impact Manager, University of Exeter (c.h.packman@exeter.ac.uk) 

Annie Padwick, Senior Research Assistant, Think Physics- Northumbria University 

(annie.padwick@northumbria.ac.uk) 

Annie is a Senior Research Assistant on the Think Physics project. 

Becky Parker, Director, Institute for Research in Schools (beckyparker@researchinschools.org) 

After a physics degree and research at the University of Chicago, Becky taught in a variety of schools and was a 

Senior Lecturer in physics at the University of Kent. She is now a Director of the Institute for Research in Schools 

(IRIS) based at Simon Langton School, Canterbury. IRIS supports school students working alongside research 

scientists giving them opportunities to be involved in authentic research. IRIS has been involved in many exciting 

projects including a new style cosmic ray detector LUCID (Langton Ultimate Cosmic ray Intensity Detector) 

launched in space on Techdemosat-1 in July 2014. Associated with this, IRIS has set up a network of school 

based detectors called CERN@school and works with Queen Mary, University of London and GridPP to extend 

access to this data more widely. IRIS runs a project, Authentic Biology, supported by the Wellcome Trust which 

supports school based research in the biomedical sciences. Becky was awarded an MBE in the Queen’s Birthday 

Honours 2008 and received Honorary Fellowship of the Institute of Physics in 2014. Becky is a Visiting Professor 

in the School of Physics and Astronomy at Queen Mary, University of London. 

Richard Parker, Head of Consultancy, Bath Spa University (r.parker@bathspa.ac.uk) 

Wendy Parry, Relationship Manager Museums, Arts Council England (Arts Council England) 

Wendy Parry is  an archaeologist and museum professional, she has worked at the Arts Council for four years. 

Lesley Paterson, Senior Facilitator & Coordinator-Public Engagement, University of Oxford 

(lesley.paterson@admin.ox.ac.uk) 

Lesley is the Senior Facilitator and Coordinator for Public Engagement with Research at the University of Oxford. 

Her role is to support the University to become more strategic and coordinated in public engagement with 

research. She has worked in public engagement and communications for over 15 years with particular 

experience in the development of strategy, evaluation, grant funding, public dialogue, stakeholder engagement, 

facilitation, communications and working with festivals and the media. Prior to Oxford Lesley was the Royal 

Academy of Engineering's first Head of Public Engagement before becoming the Head of Communications and 

Engagement responsible for all the 'pubs' – public engagement, public relations, public affairs and publications.  

Previous positions include Public Engagement Project Manager for the Wellcome Trust where she managed 

grant programmes and events to encourage networking and shared learning between practitioners and 

researchers; 'PA' to a sheep  - as a Science Writer for creator of Dolly, Professor Ian Wilmut, and enthusiastically 

trying to engage 100's of Scottish school children as part of the University of Edinburgh's 'Sci-Fun' outreach 

programme. Lesley started life as a marine biologist wanting to work with dolphins and ended up slightly down 

the evolutionary scale with a PhD in worms. 

Chris Patterson, Research Assistant, University of Glasgow (chris.patterson@glasgow.ac.uk) 

Social researcher at the MRC/CSO Social and Public Health Sciences Unit, University of Glasgow, focusing on 

public understandings of health research, issues and debates. 

Tom Pearson, Head of Special Projects, Imperial College London (t.pearson@imperial.ac.uk) 

Anna Perman, Communities Manager, British Science Association 

(anna.perman@britishscienceassociation.org) 
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Since October 2014, Anna has been Communities Manager at the British Science Association, coordinating their 

work with science communicators and science policy and running schemes like the Media Fellowships. She is 

secretary of Stempra (STEM Public Relations Association) and has previously worked in media and policy roles at 

the open access publisher, BioMed Central, the Association of Medical Research Charities and Understanding 

Animal Research. In her freelance work she has written for outlets like the Guardian, worked on public 

engagement projects for UCL and coordinated the speaker programme for TEDxAlbertopolis. 

Katy Petherick, Public Engagement Coordinator, University of Sussex (k.petherick@sussex.ac.uk) 

In September 2015 Katy moved to Brighton to become the Wellcome Trust ISSF Public Engagement Coordinator 

for the School of Life Sciences, University of Sussex. Prior to this position, she worked as a Postdoctoral 

Researcher at the University of Dundee, where she helped coordinate engagement activities including 

representing the MRC Unit at the Dundee Science Festival. Katy has experience in a range of Public Engagement 

activities, including organising independent events and work with Cancer Research UK. 

Lisa Pettibone, Project Coordinator, Museum für Naturkunde Berlin (lisa.pettibone@mfn-berlin.de) 

Lisa Pettibone coordinates the citizen science capacity-building project GEWISS (Citizens create Knowledge) at 

the Museum für Naturkunde in Berlin. Ms Pettibone holds a doctorate in political science from the Freie 

Universität Berlin. 

David Phipps, Executive Director, Research and Innovation Services, York University (dphipps@yorku.ca) 

Dr Phipps leads York’s award winning Knowledge Mobilization Unit that provides services to researchers, 

community organizations and government agencies who wish to maximize the economic, social and 

environmental impacts of university research.  In 2011 and 2012 Dr Phipps was named the most influential 

knowledge mobilizer in Canada and in 2012 York’s Knowledge Mobilization Unit was awarded a best practice 

award from the European-based Knowledge Economy Network. In 2012 he was awarded a Queen Elizabeth II 

Diamond Jubilee Medal in recognition of his work in knowledge mobilization.  In 2013 he was one of three 

national finalists for the Impact Award Connections category from the Social Sciences and Humanities Research 

Council of Canada. He was also awarded the 2015 Research Management Excellence Award (Canadian 

Association of Research Administrators) and 2015 President’s Award for Innovation in Knowledge Mobilization 

(Institute for Knowledge Mobilization). In 2015 he was named the Gordon and Jean Southam Fellow from the 

Association of Commonwealth Universities. 

Bethan Prosser, Cupp Helpdesk Manager, Community University Partnership Programme, Brighton 

University (b.m.prosser@brighton.ac.uk) 

Bethan manages the Community Helpdesk, which is the first point of contact for those outside the university 

wanting help with exploring partnerships with the unievrsity. Bethan supports the development of partnerships 

that contrbiute to research, teaching, learning and enhancing the student experience. Bethan has a background 

in the community voluntary sector and has worked across the sector: housing/homelessness, refugees/asylum 

seekers, children and young people, Black and minority ethnic communities and community development. She 

has a particular interest in equality and diversity issues- has completed a masters in Migration Studies and 

worked abroad in India and Ethiopia. 

Steve Pugh, Senior Policy Manager, Department of Health 

Steve Pugh is a career civil servant. He has been with the Department of Health in various policy and operational 

roles since 1992, including managing Non-Executive appointments for North Thames Regional Health Authority 

Chair, providing the secretariat for the National Screening Committee and Team Leader of the Swine Flu 

Pandemic Team. He is currently Senior Policy Manager in DH’s Assisted Conception & Embryology team and 



 

29 

 

managed the mitochondrial donation regulations project from the first discussions with the Newcastle 

University team in 2010 to the successful, concluding debates in 2015. 

Lorelei Randall, Assistant Engagement Officer, Cardiff University (engagement@cardiff.ac.uk) 

Lorelei Randall is the Assistant Engagement Officer in the Engagement Team at Cardiff University. Lorelei 

manages the team’s administrative and financial operations and is responsible for the planning and delivering 

the team’s communications strategy. Lorelei also assists the Head of Engagement in support of the University’s 

flagship engagement projects – the Transforming Communities programme 

Jenni Rant, Project Manager, The SAW Trust (jenni.rant@jic.ac.uk) 

Dr Jenni Rant studied countryside management at Easton Otley College before continuing on to the University of 

East Anglia to complete a BSc in Biological Sciences.  She then continued her study at the John Innes Centre with 

a doctorate in the pathology of crop plants.  During her research career she spent time out of the laboratory 

volunteering for the Science Art and Writing (SAW) Trust (reg charity no.1113386) which specialises in delivering 

science-themed cross disciplinary workshops in schools. In 2012 Jenni began working full time to transition the 

SAW Trust into a sustainable social enterprise to give training to other scientists and to extend the programme 

to wider audiences using a more extensive range of science themes. Recently the SAW Trust has worked as a 

partner on the RCUK Schools-University Partnerships Initiative focusing on building links between disciplines in 

the East of England. 

Heather Rea, Project Lead, Beltane Public Engagement Network (h.j.rea@ed.ac.uk) 

Heather is a project lead at the Beltane Public Engagement Network in Edinburgh where we support, encourage 

and enable academics at the four Edinburgh based universities to engage with the public about their work.  

Heather trained as a Mechanical Engineer firstly in Canada and then did a PhD at Edinburgh Napier University 

before working as a researcher at Heriot-Watt University and then as the Deputy Director of the Edinburgh 

Beltane Beacon for Public Engagement. 

Caroline Riley, Graduate School Coordinator, University of Lincoln (Criley@lincoln.ac.uk) 

Liam Roberts, Programme Officer (DRUSSA project), The Association of Commonwealth Universities 

(liam.roberts@acu.ac.uk) 

Liam Roberts is Acting Programme Manager for the Development Research Uptake in sub-Saharan Africa 

(DRUSSA) programme at the Association of Commonwealth Universities, which works to strengthen systems for 

engaging university research with community and public policy stakeholders. He also helped lead on research- 

analysis and evaluation for the ACU’s Beyond 2015 campaign, focussing on the potential of higher education in 

post-MDG development spaces, and currently sits on the Steering Committee for the ACU’s Engage Community 

– a Commonwealth-wide network of community engagement, knowledge mobilisation and research uptake 

practitioners. 

Francesca Rossi, Knowledge Exchange and Impact Officer, University of Edinburgh 

(Francesca.Rossi@ed.ac.uk) 

Francesca supports academics in maximising the non-academic impact from their research. She collaborates 

with public and third sectors to exchange best practice in knowledge exchange. 

Emma Rothero, Floodplain Meadows Outreach Co-Ordinator, The Open University 

(emma.rothero@open.ac.uk) 

Emma's role is about engagement with people working or operating in the land management and conservation 

sector in the UK with research focussed on the eco hydrology of floodplain meadows undertaken by academics 

at the Open University. As the Outreach co-ordiantor for the Floodplain Meadows Partnership, Emma is 
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responsible for maintaining contacts throughout the sector with this project, developing initiatives that will 

encourage engagement and assessing impact of our engagement and involvement on people and floodplain 

meadows across the UK. 

Al Ruffell, Impact Officer, The Queen's University, Belfast (a.ruffell@qub.ac.uk) 

Al is the School Impact Officer at QUB. 

Minna Ruohonen, Community Partnerships Manager, Imperial College London 

(m.ruohonen@imperial.ac.uk) 

Minna works as Community Partnerships Manager at Imperial College’s Outreach Office. Her responsibility is to 

manage both operational and strategic community engagement activities throughout the College. Minna has 

previously worked at City University, but also has experience from working in the not-for-profit sector. Minna 

completed her MBA in 2008 and her dissertation focused on Higher Education Institutions and their role in 

community engagement through partnership with community groups. 

Amy Ryall, External Engagement Projects Manager, University of Sheffield (a.ryall@sheffield.ac.uk) 

Amy works with the Faculty of Arts and Humanities academics on external engagement projects and events. She 

is co-director of the Faculty's Festival of Arts and Humanities and manages Sheffield’s HEIF budget allocation, 

which supports academics to do external engagement. Prior to joining the University of Sheffield in 2012, she 

worked at Imperial War Museums London as part of their learning team. 

Clare Ryan, Senior Media Officer, Wellcome Trust 

Clare Ryan is a Senior Media Officer at the Wellcome Trust, the second largest charitable foundation in the 

world. Her job involves promoting some of the biggest health stories in the UK and globally. Recent stories she 

has worked on include changing UK law on mitochondrial donation, the development of new vaccines and drugs 

to tackle the Ebola epidemic and the rise of drug-resistant infections. She also works on raising the profile of 

important issues in science, such as animal research, open access and data sharing. Before the Wellcome Trust 

Clare worked in a variety of communications and media relations roles across the UK and Europe. These include 

UCL, the University of Leeds and CERN in Switzerland. Clare has an undergraduate degree in Human Sciences 

from UCL, a masters degree in Science Communication from Imperial College and a diploma in Crisis 

Communications from the CIPR. 

Helen Sandford, Engagement Project Manager, Newcastle University (helen.sandford@ncl.ac.uk) 

Helen is an Engagement Project Manager with responsibility for managing a range of engagement projects and 

major strategic engagement networks within Newcastle University's Faculty of Medical Sciences. This includes a 

particular focus on VOICENorth – a research and engagement organisation based at Newcastle University – as 

well as Years Ahead, the North East Regional Forum on Ageing; and links to the North East Dementia Knowledge 

Exchange and Innovation Hub and clinical/NHS networks. 

Paul Sapple, Public Engagement Manager, University of Liverpool (pjs1@liverpool.ac.uk) 

Paul is the Public Engagement Manager at UoL. 

Stephanie Seavers, Impact Officer, University of Warwick (S.Seavers@warwick.ac.uk) 

Stephanie Seavers is Research Impact Officer for Social Sciences at the University of Warwick. Her role is to 

support academics across the faculty in developing and maximising non-academic impact. In particular, she 

supports staff in the development of impact pathways for RCUK funded projects, manages impact activities as 

part of the Warwick ESRC IAA- and provides strategic input on the preparation of case studies for REF. Previously 

she worked at the Institute for Fiscal Studies, managing its research publications and online content. 

Fiona Selkirk, Audit Manager, Audit Scotland (fselkirk@audit-scotland.gov.uk) 
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Fiona has worked for Audit Scotland for almost 9 years. She audits public bodies such as councils, community 

planning partnerships and other public sector organisations. Audit Scotland is now engaging with community 

organisations as part of their work and Fiona wants to ensure that engagement is effective. 

Ruth Selwyn-Crome, Administrative Assistant, University of East Anglia (r.selwyn-crome@uea.ac.uk) 

Ruth became a part-time administrator with the CUE East Beacon at UEA in 2010. As part of a permanent 

university community engagement team she has involvement in large public engagement events and offers 

advice and funding (via a small expenses scheme) to academics at UEA working with the external community. 

Ruth administrates UEA’s annual engagement award scheme, conducts a university-wide engagement activity 

survey and has input to staff training workshops. She is responsible for web page maintenance and social 

networking for CUE and conduct project administration for UEA academics involved in funded projects where 

engaging with the public and community groups is paramount. Freelance projects include being a children's 

book story editor, advertisement sales for a festival newspaper and script editing/reporting. 

Chloe Sheppard, Researchers' Engagement Manager, Wellcome Trust (c.sheppard@wellcome.ac.uk) 

Chloe has responsibility for the support the Wellcome Trust provides for researchers to engage with the public. 

This includes policies and projects to embed public engagement within the culture of universities, and advice, 

training and opportunities for researchers wanting to develop their engagement practice. Chloe has worked in 

public engagement for over ten years, including at Research Councils UK (as Senior Policy Manager for Public 

Engagement with Research) and at the Royal Society (supporting their Science in Society programme and then as 

Science Communication Manager with responsibility for the Society’s public events programme). Chloe studied 

biological sciences at the University of Exeter (BSc) and has an MSc in science communication from Imperial 

College London. 

Kenneth Skeldon, Head of Public Engagement with Research Unit, University of Aberdeen 

Dee Smart, Co-ordinator Community and Public Engagement, UWE Bristol (dee.smart@uwe.ac.uk) 

Dee co-ordinates large university-wide public engagement events and helps colleagues to build appropriate 

engagement in their projects and funding bids. 

Dawn Smith, Public Engagement Officer, Edinburgh Napier University (d.smith4@napier.ac.uk) 

Dawn Smith joined Edinburgh Napier University in November 2015 as Public Engagement Officer to support the 

institution's new public engagement strategy.  Before starting at Edinburgh Napier, Dawn worked at the 

University of Edinburgh as Community Engagement Developer, exploring the value of student-community 

partnerships.  With an academic background in European languages and cultures, Dawn has worked in a number 

of HE roles and has developed a particular interest in the use of technology in community learning and 

engagement. 

Ana Souto, Senior Lecturer, Nottingham Trent University (ana.souto@ntu.ac.uk) 

Ana plays a key role in the development and leadership of the research modules on undergraduate and 

postgraduate courses in Architecture. She is also part of the supervisory teams for PhD students in the School of 

Art and Design. Over her time at NTU, Ana has been the Module Leader of the research and history modules of 

the undergraduate and postgraduate courses in Architecture. She has also been the Course Leader of the 

MArch, and is currently the Course Leader of the ADBE Professional Doctorate suite. Ana is also interested in 

supporting research informed teaching, as well as adopting innovative ways of engaging with students in UG 

studies; and as such she is a founder member and Chair of the group Research in the UG curriculum at NTU.  

Ana's research interest lies in architecture as a cultural manifestation of national identity. In this context she 

dealt with the search for national identity in post-revolutionary Mexico and the connection between identity 
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and architecture in the pavilions built for the 1929 Iberoamerican Exhibition in Seville. Ana is currently involved 

in an interdisciplinary project which deals with ideas connected with identity, memory and culture, using a 

participatory methodology. This project aims to show the role of culture (with a special emphasis in art and 

architecture) in promoting a connection between current issues of our times and the past. 

Suzanne Spicer, Social Responsibility Manager, University of Manchester 

(suzanne.spicer@manchester.ac.uk) 

Suzanne is working on The University of Manchester’s innovative Making A Difference social responsibility 

strategic change initiative. She joined the University in August 2008 as the Beacon for Public Engagement Project 

Manager – a project which aimed to embed public engagement across the institution. Originally a secondary 

geography teacher, Suzanne spent over twenty years working in museum and heritage learning gaining 

extensive experience of working with the public. She also has a rich experience of management as well as 

developing and providing training for fellow professionals including writing and editing publications. Suzanne is 

joint author of the Vitae ‘The Engaging Researcher’ booklet and regularly runs training workshops on public 

engagement and evaluation, as well as facilitating active learning sessions. More recently she has mentored and 

provided advice on research impact across the University. 

Peter Staniczenko, Head of Research Performance, University of Southampton (ps9@soton.ac.uk) 

Peter is responsible for improving the University’s approach to generating societal and economic impact and the 

implementation of a new research information system – Pure. He managed the University’s submission to REF 

2014, a national exercise to assess the quality of research in UK universities, and is leading preparations for the 

next exercise. Peter spent his early career in Africa, the Middle East and the Far East helping to develop in-

country surveying and mapping skills in support of the British Aid programme. At Ordnance Survey, Britain’s 

national mapping agency, he was involved in pioneering research to convert paper maps into electronic form 

and subsequently led the development of new data products for infrastructure planning, land registration and 

in-car navigation systems. He also set up and managed a joint-venture company in a public-private partnership 

to develop and market a UK database of over 4 million points of interest. He has over 11 years experience in 

higher education. 

Rebekka Steinmann, RMA, Nuremberg Tec (rebekka.steinmann@gmail.com) 

Rebekka has more than 14 years of experience in research development. 

Bradley Stephens, Senior Lecturer in French, University of Bristol (Bradley.Stephens@bristol.ac.uk) 

Bradley Stephens is Senior Lecturer in French at the University of Bristol. His research focuses on French 

literature from the nineteenth century onwards, with particular interests in the works of Victor Hugo and 

multimedia translation and adaptation studies. He currently sits on the Executive Committee of the Society for 

French Studies (the leading subject association for French in the UK and Ireland) and on the Editorial Advisory 

Boards for four different academic journals. Within the University he has chaired the management of InsideArts- 

the first University Festival of the Arts and Humanities (2011) and is currently Impact Director for Modern 

Languages. 

Ed Stevens, Public Engagement Officer, University of Bath (e.stevens@bath.ac.uk) 

Ed has worked at the University of Bath since May 2010. He initially managed a range of widening participation 

and community engagement projects across universities in the South West as part of the National HE STEM 

Programme, before taking on the role of Public Engagement Officer in August 2012. Prior to working at the 

University, Ed worked in community engagement roles across the public and third sectors. He is an active 
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researcher interested in the role of universities in civil society and is undertaking a professional doctorate in 

Education. 

Mhairi Stewart, Public Engagement Officer, University of St Andrews (ms313@st-andrews.ac.uk) 

Dr Mhairi Stewart is the Public Engagement Officer at St Andrews University. Mhairi is the current holder of the 

RSE prize for innovation in public engagement for using creativity as a tool for engagement, particularly in 

creating art and science collaborative activities. Mhairi also founded the first chapter of ScienceGrrl in Scotland 

and plays Mary Somerville in a spoken word piece on women in science - ‘Lady Scientists; Stitch and Bitch.’ 

Nicola Stock, Public Engagement Officer, The Roslin Institute, University of Edinburgh 

(nicola.stock@roslin.ed.ac.uk) 

As Public Engagement Officer at The Roslin Institute, part of the University of Edinburgh and a BBSRC Institute, 

Nicola is responsible for developing and co-ordinating the Roslin Institute’s programme of public engagement 

with research, working with partners in the HEI and cultural sectors and beyond. With a background in 

bioscience research and experience in the science centre sector, Nicola is keen to explore new ways of engaging 

the public with scientific research, particularly in the areas of dialogue and citizen science. 

Dee Summers, Research Impact Officer, University of Portsmouth (dee.summers@port.ac.uk) 

Dee is a Research Impact Officer at the University of Portsmouth. 

Zoe Svendsen, Lecturer in Drama and Performance, University of Cambridge (zas21@cam.ac.uk) 

Zoë Svendsen is a director- dramaturg and researcher. Director of METIS www.metisarts.co.uk- Zoë creates 

research-led interdisciplinary performance projects exploring contemporary political subjects, including: World 

Factory (New Wolsey Theatre/ Young Vic; www.world-factory.co.uk) and 3rd Ring Out (www.3rdringout.com 

/TippingPoint Commission Award). As dramaturg Zoë collaborates on contemporary productions of classic texts 

for institutions such as the Young Vic, the National Theatre and the RSC. Zoë lectures in Drama and Performance 

at the University of Cambridge and is an honorary research fellow at Birkbeck’s Centre for Contemporary 

Theatre. 

Sumate Tanchareon, Director of Royal Project Foundation and King's Recommended Project Supporting 

Center, King Mongkut's University of Technology Thonburi (sumate.tan@kmutt.ac.th) 

Sumate’s fields of interest include Science and Technology for rural development and social enterprise. Sumate 

is currently the Director of the Royal Project Founadtion at King Mongkut's University of Technology Thonburi. 

Rajesh Tandon, President, Pria (RAJESH.TANDON@PRIA.ORG) 

Rajesh’s whole career has been dedicated to community engagement – recognising that a range of kinds of 

knowledge and expertise is needed to tackle social challenges – and that many of these are found in the 

community.  Based in India, Rajesh also works globally through UNESCO to advocate for more equitable 

collaboration between universities with civil society. 

Martin Taylor, Professor Emeritus, University of Victoria (smt@uvic.ca) 

Martin Taylor is Professor Emeritus at the University of Victoria and Special Advisor to Community Besed 

Research Canada. He is a geographer whose research focused on community health issues. 

Dan Taylor, Assistant Public Engagement Officer, Queen Mary University of London 

(d.s.taylor@qmul.ac.uk) 

Dan originally took part in a number of student initiatives to involve the public while studying at university. Since 

graduating he has taken voluntary roles in charities and community engagement initiatives to increase 

participation and spread awareness of their work. He is a first point of contact for queries, with responsibility for 

the Centre’s website and communications. 
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Alice Taylor-Gee, Communication & Engagement Manager, King's College London (Alice.taylor-

gee@kcl.ac.uk) 

Alice is the Communications and Engagement Manager at King's College London. She has over 12 years of public 

engagement experience, initially working in Australia as part of the Science Circus, then at the British Science 

Association for over 10 years before moving to King's in 2014. During her time at the BSA she led the Science in 

Society team, working closely with the Wellcome Trust, BIS, RCUK and RAEng to develop and deliver a national 

programme of PE events, training and activities. Her current role includes delivering training, internal and 

external Comms, PR, marketing, social media and organising patient and public engagement events. 

Lynnette Thomas, Head of Engagement, Cardiff University (engagement@cardiff.ac.uk) 

Lynnette has a background in health inequalities, social inclusion and policy and has worked on a European and 

international level. She currently heads up the Engagement team at Cardiff University focusing on 5 flagship 

projects engaging with traditionally hard to reach communities to have an impact on Wales and the world. 

Charlotte Thorley, Manager, Centre for Public Engagement, Queen Mary University of London 

(c.thorley@qmul.ac.uk) 

Charlotte is passionate about engaging the public with research. After studying Physics with Astrophysics 

(MPhys), then Art Gallery and Museum Studies (MA), she has primarily worked in public engagement with 

science, in particular schools outreach, working for SETPOINT Greater Manchester, the Royal Society and the 

South East Physics Network. Her current role at QMUL leading their strategic interest in public engagement 

involves building networks and understanding across an incredibly diverse group of stakeholders and subjects. 

Alongside this work she is currently a doctoral student at the IOE, consolidating her experience by looking at the 

role of the scientist in classroom interventions and outreach activities. Charlotte is also Chair of the Science on 

Stage UK and CERN@School steering groups. 

Juliet Tizzard, Interim Director of Strategy, HFEA, HFEA 

Peter Tomiak-Baquero, Public Engagement with Research- Policy Manager, RCUK (Peter.Tomiak-

Baquero@rcuk.ac.uk) 

Peter completed a BSc at the University of Bristol and after a period of employment at the Natural History 

Museum in London and an internship in Kenya returned to Bristol to undertake a PhD (on the nature and 

potential applications of coral skeleton). During his time at Bristol, Peter became interested in how academics 

communicate their research to the public. In November 2014, having finished his PhD, Peter joined the Public 

Engagement with Research team at Research Councils UK. 

Kim Townsend, Public Engagement Coordinator, UCL (k.townsend@ucl.ac.uk) 

Elizabeth Tran, Knowledge Exchange and Impact Grant Manager, London School of Economics and 

Political Science (e.tran@lse.ac.uk) 

Elizabeth is the Knowledge Exchange and Impact Grant Manager at the London School of Economics and Political 

Science. Her primary role is to advise academics on identifying and enhancing the potential social and economic 

impact of their research. She joined LSE in April 2015 after several years at the US National Science Foundation 

where she managed international activities for the Social, Behavioral, and Economic Sciences Directorate. 

Emily Troscianko, Postdoctoral Training Coordinator, Humanities Division, University of Oxford 

(emily.troscianko@humanities.ox.ac.uk) 

Emily is responsible for early-career training and support in the humanities at Oxford, with a particular interest 

in helping people at this career stage think beyond the confines of the academy narrowly understood. As an 

early-career researcher, Emily works in the medical humanities at the boundaries of literary studies, psychology, 
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and psychiatry, and recently collaborated with a mental health charity. In both these capacities, Emily is 

interested in learning more about how to do knowledge exchange well. 

Doug Turnbull, Professor of Neurology and Director, Wellcome Trust Centre for Mitochondrial Research, 

Newcastle University 

Doug Turnbull is Professor of Neurology and Director of the Wellcome Trust Centre for Mitochondrial Research, 

Newcastle University and is a clinical neurologist who has cared for patients with mitochondrial disease for over 

30 years. His research interests focus on improving the lives of patients with mitochondrial disease including 

developing a large cohort of patients with mitochondrial disease and studying the natural history of the 

conditions, exploring new ways to prevent transmission of mitochondrial DNA disease and developing new 

therapies for patients. 

Sara Unwin, Public Engagement Manager, University of Sheffield (s.c.unwin@sheffield.ac.uk) 

Sara is a Public Engagement Manager at the University of Sheffield. She supports the Faculty of Engineering and 

helps run public engagement events. She also supports academic and professional services staff in writing public 

engagement grant applications. 

Juliet Upton, Freelance (j.upton@wellcome.ac.uk) 

Juliet Upton is an interim director with extensive not-for-profit, Board-level experience and a track record of 

leading campaigns, policy development and delivering business transformation within the charity sector.  She 

has led education policy and public engagement programmes for leading science and engineering organisations, 

such as Engineering UK, The Royal Society and The Royal Institution.  She is a Fellow of the Royal Society of Arts 

and a professional member of the Chartered Institute of Public Relations. Her voluntary work includes acting as a 

reviewer for the Royal Academy of Engineering Ingenious Grants Scheme and a vice-chair and school governor 

for a primary school in London. 

Alex Waddington, Engagement Manchester, The University of Manchester 

(alex.waddington@manchester.ac.uk) 

Lindsay Wager, 'Talk to Us' Project Manager, University of Southampton (L.J.Wager@soton.ac.uk) 

Philip Walker, Head of Media, HEFCE (p.walker@hefce.ac.uk) 

Harriet Warburton, Research Facilitator, Oxford University Museums 

(harriet.warburton@ashmus.ox.ac.uk) 

Roz Webster, UG Recruitment & Widening Participation Officer, The University of Manchester 

(roz.webster@manchester.ac.uk) 

Roz is the School-University Partnership Initiative (SUPI) Project Officer at The University of Manchester. SUPI is 

a Research Councils UK (RCUK) funded scheme providing opportunities for schools and universities to bring 

contemporary research to life for young people. Roz has worked in admissions and outreach at the University of 

Manchester for several years and is particularly interested in widening participation and public engagement. 

Katie Weeks, Research Events Manager, Imperial College London (k.weeks@imperial.ac.uk) 

Katie is responsible for the public research events at Imperial College London. This includes Imperial’s annual 

lectures and public events such as the Imperial Festival, which last year had 15,000 visitors. Katie has ten years 

of experience in science communication and public engagement and is a member of the first NCCPE public 

engagement academy. 

Jonathan Wells, Outreach Executive, Royal Society of Chemistry (wellsj@rsc.org) 
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Jonathan works with members of the Royal Society of Chemistry to identify and provide support for people 

whatever their experience with public engagement. This varies from supporting people in participating in public 

events for the first time through to organising a conference for our most active members to disseminate the 

most current research, including findings from the RSC’s Public Attitudes to Chemistry survey. 

Jo Welsman, Engaged Research Fellow, Centre for Biomedical Modelling and Analysis 

(j.r.welsman2@exeter.ac.uk) 

Genna West, Knowledge Exchange and Impact Manager, Bournemouth University 

(gwest@bournemouth.ac.uk) 

Genna is covering a period of maternity leave, leading the Knowledge Exchange and Impact Team to work across 

BU through a series of corporate level initiatives designed to ensure our research activities are informed by 

society for the benefit of society. This role builds on experience gained as the Knowledge Exchange Manager 

within the ESRC Centre for Population Change based at the University of Southampton. In this position, Genna 

worked closely with policy makers, practitioners, the academic community and members of the public to 

highlight the relevance of demographic research and facilitate ways that it could be widely used. She particularly 

enjoyed working on a large public engagement project – the ‘How to get to 100 and enjoy it’ exhibition – which 

toured the UK to communicate latest research on the challenges and opportunities associated with Europe’s 

ageing population. 

Eleanor Wheeler, Senior Involvement Officer, Cancer Research UK (eleanor.wheeler@cancer.org.uk) 

Eleanor’s background is in research; she studied social sciences and then went on to specialise in medical 

sociology, and later mental health services research. She worked as a researcher at the Institute of Psychiatry- 

Kings College London, across a range of psychiatric wards before moving to a role with more service user 

interaction working on autism service development for Mencap. Eleanor transitioned fully into public and 

patient involvement roles firstly as the Involvement Officer responsible for managing the MS Society’s Research 
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