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About the SUPI Programme 

 o RCUK funded programme supporting 12 universities to work in partnership 
with local schools to develop better engagements between researchers and 
pupils.  
 

o Seeking to inspire a broader range of pupils to develop inquiring minds. 
 

o Researchers and teachers will have opportunities to exchange and develop 
their expertise and resources. 
 

o Ultimate aim is to motivate YP to be excited about research and raise their 
aspirations for further study and future lives.   
 

o The programme will develop learning and ‘model’ what the most effective 
forms of engagement are – knowledge to share with the wider sector.  



RCUK’s Role as Funder 

 o £1.7million total investment in 12 university-led projects (excludes match 
funding) 
 

o Lead universities are Strathclyde (Glasgow), Queen’s (Belfast), Lancaster, 
Manchester, Aberystwyth, UEA, OU, Cardiff, Bristol, Imperial, Exeter and 
Southampton  
 

o Three year initiative with projects commencing on 1st January 2013 – projects 
reporting to the RCUK annually  

 

o Supporting researchers’ direct engagement with a greater number of students – 
bringing contemporary research contexts into learning to enrich the curriculum  
 

o NCCPE been funded to deliver the coordination function  



NCCPE’s Role as Coordinator 

 The NCCPE is coordinating the networking and learning aspects of the SUPI 
programme. We are seeking to:  
 
o Maximise potential collaboration between SUPI projects 

 

o Harness the learning from the project  
 

o Provide an environment in which stakeholders interested in realising the full 
potential of school-university partnerships can input and learn from the project 
 

o Share information about the project, and encourage others to share their 
learning, and benefit from learning from the SUPI programme 



Introducing 
the SUPIs  

 

 



University of 
Strathclyde: 

‘MUSE’ 

 
The Models of University-Schools Engagement (MUSE) project 
 

Expanding Strathclyde’s ‘Vertically Integrated Projects’ (VIP) initiative into 
schools.  
 
www.strath.ac.uk/publicengagement/support/muse  

http://www.strath.ac.uk/publicengagement/support/muse


Queen’s University Belfast 
 

 
PI, Professor Tom Millar, Dean of Engineering and Physical Sciences:  
 

“It is crucial that society equips its young people with the necessary skills to tackle the 
global challenges which are increasingly impacting upon all our lives. Queen’s 
researchers [will] offer a range of exciting, hands-on projects to engage pupils, and give 
them a glimpse of how science, technology, engineering and the humanities are 
changing our future. Our ultimate goal at Queen’s is to inspire our young people and to 
show them that their future is a future they can help create.” 

 
Mr Lex Hayes, Principal, Glengormley High School, Newtownabbey :  
 

“This programme will help to demystify research and research careers and demonstrate 
more clearly to some of our young people that University and research can be for them. 
It will help bring the curriculum to life by linking it to real life research and researchers 
who can play a key role in motivating our students and raising ambition.” 

 



Lancaster University 
 

 

Developing a structured and strategic partnership between the 
university and the South Lakes Teaching School Alliance, led by Queen 
Elizabeth School, Kirkby Lonsdale. 
 
Will address two key areas of the university’s PE strategic vision: 
 
o Responding to the region 

 

o Developing Early Career Researchers  
 



Module in Sustainability and Social 
Responsibility 

 

• A central “Research Skills” unit and 
three “Academic Discipline Units” 
tailored to schools. 

 
• Developed in consultation with schools 

to add value and extend the range of 
activities within the A level Curriculum. 

 
• Students and teachers can work 

directly with practising researchers. 
 



University of East Anglia 
 

 
 

The Research East partnership 
 

Engaging students with the ideas and processes of 
research. Being directed by school of biological 
sciences but engaging with all faculties. Research 
subject areas include science, history, literature, 
language and art.  
 

Activities to date have included an eight day summer 
school at UEA where eleven Year 10 students from 
local schools engaged in a programme of practical 
biological sciences.  
 
http://uea.supp.org  

http://www.google.com/
http://uea.supp.org


Engaging opportunities:  

www.open.ac.uk/blogs/per  

http://www.open.ac.uk/blogs/per


Cardiff University  
 

 
 

Piloting a Teacher Panel Approach 
 

Quote from a teacher involved in the Bio Science teacher panel day 
in June 2013.  
 
"The effects of the Teacher Panel day and university links have been 
remarkable: I have been encouraged greatly and reminded of why I 
love being a teacher and how to inspire students.  It has helped me 
to pay less attention to the reactive, jumping through hoops 
direction in which inspections and 'education' often seem to lead."  
 

http://www.google.com/


Imperial College, London 

‘Reaching Further’ 

Walking Tall 
Physics & Biology 

Y11/Y12 

Drug Discovery 
Chemistry 
Y12/Y13 

Buzz Busters 
Environmental Policy & 

Climate Change 
Y10/Y13 

Chemical 
Investigations 

Y10/Y13 

Current & Sensors 
Physics & Biology 

Y7-Y9 

Are Cyborgs Among 
Us? 

Neuroscience, 
Engineering, Biology & 

Ethics 
Y10?Y11 

www3.imperial.ac.uk/outreach/wohlreachoutlab  



EXETER: Empowering Partnerships, Enabling Engagement  
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 Most importantly….. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘research is not boring and 
repetitive but is entertaining 

and productive’ 

‘It was a lot more 
interesting than I though it 
would be. And it was fun’ 

‘research is a long 
process, which takes a 

lot of dedication’ 

‘I didn’t know what went 
on at university but now I 

do I want to go’ 

‘I know now that they 
(researchers) are working to 
improve our everyday lives’ 

‘I thought researchers only 
used computers and books. 
However, I have found out 

that they do a lot of practical 
work’ 



University of Manchester 
 

 
 

The Manchester Research Gateway 
 

Six initial projects will lay the foundations for the Manchester 
Research Gateway, a network supporting school and uni staff. 
 

The aim is to communicate what research means across a variety 
of academic disciplines. Activities include:  
 

o training and development for researchers and schoolteachers, 
including a system of reward and recognition; 
 

o implementing and delivering research-based activities for 
young learners and teachers;  

 

o involving teachers and students in the planning of research-
based engagement activities. 

 
www.manchester.ac.uk/supi  

http://www.google.com/
http://www.manchester.ac.uk/supi


University of Bristol 
 

 
 

Building on existing relationships with local schools  
 
The key aims are: 
 

o To raise aspirations amongst school students and 
encourage all students to consider going to university 
 

o To raise awareness of research: what research is, the 
role of universities in conducting research, and the 
possibility of a career in research 

 
www.bristol.ac.uk/public-engagement/schools  

http://www.google.com/
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/public-engagement/schools
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/public-engagement/schools
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/public-engagement/schools


Thank you and please stay in touch  
 

lucy.goldring@uwe.ac.uk 
 

www.publicengagement.ac.uk/about/school-
university-partnership-initiative   

mailto:lucy.goldring@uwe.ac.uk
mailto:lucy.goldring@uwe.ac.uk
http://www.publicengagement.ac.uk/about/school-university-partnership-initiative
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