
 

 

 

 

Delegate Biographies – 3rd & 4th December 2014 

Robyn Abbott, University of Leeds, Email: R.Abbott@leeds.ac.uk 

 

Laura Ager, University of Salford A former Fashion Design graduate from Nottingham Trent University, Laura became 

interested in researching urban communities and the cultural economy after running a small clubwear business in the 

late 90s and early 2000s. Following an MA in Culture, Creativity and Entrepreneurship at University of Leeds, she is now 

doing a PhD at University of Salford investigating the role of universities as intermediaries in the cultural economy.  

Email:  l.c.ager@edu.salford.ac.uk 

 

Jo Allen, University of Brighton Jo is a Policy Officer (Research Impact and Engagement) and supported the 

development of impact for the REF and is now helping to develop support for the implementation of systems, 

processes, strategies and training to help achieve the delivery of high-quality research impact  

Email:  J.E.Allen@brighton.ac.uk 

 

Kate Allen, University of Reading Principle Investigator of the AHRC research project 'Interactive sensory objects for 

and by people with learning disabilities, University of Reading and The RIX Centre UEL www.sensoryobjects.com 

This project creates a series of multisensory interactive artworks that respond to equivalent objects in museum 

collections. These are created in collaboration with co-researchers, people with learning disabilities, working as part of 

an interdisciplinary research team. In many heritage contexts, exhibits incorporating interactive elements that are 

accessible to audiences use surrogates instead of original items, and are usually chosen by the curators rather than 

determined by the user-group. Many types of original objects are deemed to be too delicate to be handled by curators 

and in some heritage sites access to the objects is limited because of the complex nature of the site's environment.  

Through a series of staged multisensory art and electronics workshops, co-researchers are exploring how the different 

senses can be utilised to augment existing artefacts or create entirely new ones. Multimedia advocacy tools are used to 

reflect on and to communicate the co-researchers experiences and findings. The Sensory Objects project actively listens 

to and involves people with learning disabilities and brings mutual benefit to museums in developing ideas of sensory 

engagement and interactive objects.  Email:  k.allen@reading.ac.uk 

 

Jenny Ames, University of the West of England At the University of the West of England, I work in the Faculty of Health 

and Applied Sciences where I lead on Research and Knowledge Exchange across the Faculty, including Business 

Engagement and Public Engagement. Knowledge exchange is with a range of organisations including the local NHS 

Trusts, business and third sector organisations. I also have Executive responsibility for Educational Partnerships 

(including Continuous Professional Development), Globalisation, and Widening Participation. We have Departments of 

Biomedical, Biological and Analytical Sciences; Health and Social Sciences; Allied Health Professions; and Nursing and 

Midwifery. My portfolio covers all of these areas. I also lead Impact from Research across UWE.  

Email:  Emily2.England@uwe.ac.uk 

 

Chloe Anderson, University of Bristol I coordinate the University of Bristol RCUK-funded School-University Partnership 

Initiative (SUPI). The aim of this work is to engage secondary school students with cutting-edge research.  

Email:  chloe.anderson@bristol.ac.uk 

 

Ian Anderson, The University of Melbourne Professor Ian Anderson is the Pro Vice-Chancellor (Engagement ) and from 

2009-2014 the Director of  Murrup Barak - Melbourne Institute for Indigenous Development. In 2012, Professor 

Anderson joined the University's senior leadership team as Assistant Vice Chancellor (Indigenous Higher Education 

Policy) and was appointed to the position of Foundation Chair for Indigenous Higher Education. He had previosuly 



occupied the University's foundation Chair for Indigenous Health.  Professor Anderson has chaired the National 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Health Equality Council since 2008 and in 2012 was appointed as Co-Chair of the 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Higher Education Council.  Professor Anderson's background is in medicine and 

social sciences and he worked in Aboriginal Health for more than 25 years as a health worker, educator, general 

practitioner, policy maker and academic. He has written widely on widely Indigenous health and development and 

maintains an active research portfolio.  His family are Palawa Trowerna from the Pyemairrenner mob in Tasmania 

which includes Trawlwoolway and Plairmairrenner and related clans.  Email: i.anderson@unimelb.edu.au 

 

Malavika Anderson, University of Cambridge Malavika Anderson is responsible for the co-ordination of the annual 

Festival of Ideas, curating, delivering and evaluating a series of public engagement projects in the arts, humanities and 

social sciences. She is also responsible for managing and delivering the Rising Stars training programme in Public 

Engagement for early career researchers. Prior to joining the University, Malavika worked extensively in the cultural 

sector in institutions including the Museum of Modern Art, New York and the Goethe-Institut. Malavika has a BA (Hons) 

in English and an MA in Arts and Aesthetics covering the History of Art, Performance studies and Film studies.  

Email:  malavika.anderson@admin.cam.ac.uk 

 

Heidi Andrews, University of Bristol Heidi is the project coordinator for Productive Margins Regulating for 

Engagement.  This ESRC funded project began in April 2013 and aims to connect communities in Bristol and South 

Wales to co-produce new forms of engagement in decsion making across politics, policy and the arts.  

Email:  h.andrews@bristol.ac.uk 

 

Janice Ansine, The Open University As Citizen Science Project Manager, Open University, Janice Ansine manages 

projects that use innovative, easily accessible web based tools and resources that help the public engage with and learn 

about science. She has a background in project / programme management, communication, public outreach and 

engagement and experience as a newspaper reporter and in environmental communications. She holds qualifications in 

media and communication, environmental management and has done research in ecological footprinting, biodiversity 

and science communication. Email: janice.ansine@open.ac.uk 

 

Helen Atkinson, Newcastle University Helen has responsibility for coordinating all aspects of engagement 

administration and policy for the Faculty of Medical Sciences at Newcastle University with a key role in supporting the 

successful delivery of the Public and Patient Engagement Strategy and the practice of Public and Patient involvement 

across the Faculty. Email:  helen.atkinson@newcastle.ac.uk 

 

Kim Aumann, Boingboing I am an NCCPE Associate helping to develop the Community Partner Network. A third sector 

community practitioner, I deliver training for Amaze (www.amazebrighton.org.uk), a Brighton based charity supporting 

parents of disabled children and am part of the boingboing (www.boingboing.org.uk) community of practice that aims 

to integrate participatory research and practice development to promote family resilience within a social inequalities 

context. I have worked closely with the Community University Partnership Programme at the University of Brighton for 

the past 10 years, forging links with different academics to tackle issues of disadvantage and inequalities together. A 

visiting fellow at the University, I have also contributed to the writing of journal articles, book chapters, a  manual and a 

book on resilience and community university partnership working. Email:  K.C.Aumann@brighton.ac.uk 

 

Kelly Auty, British Psychological Society  I Manage the BPS public engagement strategy and portfolio.  

Email:  kelly.auty@bps.org.uk 

 

Lizzy Baddeley, UCL I am the Events Coordinator for UCL Public and Cultural Engagement, where I programme and run 

events to foster a culture of public engagement. Email:   e.baddeley@ucl.ac.uk 

 

Sarah Bailey, University of Bath I am an academic with an interest in public engagement. We recently ran The Art of 

the Brain" project at the University of Bath in collaboration with local artist Stephen Magrath. We are looking for more 

ways to engage with members of the public about our research." Email:  S.Bailey@bath.ac.uk 

 



Sarah Banks, Durham University Sarah Banks is Co-director of the Centre for Social Justice and Community Action and 

Professor in the School of Applied Social Sciences, Durham University, UK. Her interests include participatory action 

research, community development and ethics in community-based participatory research. Recent research projects 

include 'Imagine - Connecting Communities through Research', and 'Debt on Teesside' (action research on high-cost 

credit in low-income households) Email:  s.j.banks@durham.ac.uk 

 

Amy Barber, Manchester Metropolitan University Amy is a Public Engagement Officer at Manchester Metropolitan 

University.  Based in the Marketing, Development and Communications Department her role is to promote public 

engagement activities across the university.  Until July 2014, Amy worked at the University of Salford in the 

Engagement and Innovation team.  She also has experience of learning and outreach in the heritage sector having 

previously worked at Tatton Park in Cheshire and the Museum of Science and Industry in Manchester.   

 Email:  a.barber@mmu.ac.uk 

 

Ben Barker, Greater Bedminster Community Partnership A community activist since retiring in 1994.   Currently, 

secretary of the Greater Bedminster Community Partnership, one of 14 neighbourhood partnerships across Bristol.    

GBCP is community-led with 70+ partners drawn from all sectors, covering the wards of Southville and Bedminster 

(population of c24,000).    The central philosophy of the partnership is co-productive and asset based.    Ben’s priority is 

to make GBCP Bristol’s first Age-friendly neighbourhood: a stepping-stone to an Age-Friendly City.  

Email:  benbarker@blueyonder.co.uk 

 

Charlotte Barratt, University of Leicester Charlotte is a Student Recruitment Officer (WP) with a focus on mature 

learners, Access to HE and general public engagement.  She has an interest in working with museums, families and 

children.  She is working towards a PhD in the role of museums in early years development. Email:  cb297@le.ac.uk 

 

Amanda Bates, University of Kent As Public Engagement Officer for CHSS, I work with service users and community 

groups to promote their interest and involvement in research. I also advise researchers about the various ways of 

engaging and involving service users in research, from reviewing recruitment strategies to the dissemination of results. 

I am also a Public Engagement Ambassador for the National Coordinating Centre for Public Engagement (NCCPE). 

 As a service user researcher, I have a personal and professional interest in promoting engagement and involvement in 

research. Since 2002 I have enjoyed working with a variety of charities and disability rights organisations. I also have a 

background in Psychology and am currently studying for a PhD in Applied Psychology.  Email:  a.j.bates@kent.ac.uk 

 

Catherine Bates, Dublin Institute of Technology Catherine Bates has co-ordinated DITs Programme for Students 

Learning With Communities (www.dit.ie/ace/slwc) since 2008. She studied design for her degree and masters, and did 

her PhD in sociology. She lectured in design theory and history for ten years. In 2006 she moved to the community 

sector, where she ran a second-chance education programme for women drug users in rehabilitation, before taking up 

her current post in DIT. She has presented nationally and internationally, as well as published, on coordinating 

curriculum-based collaboration with communities (available at http://arrow.dit.ie/comlinkart/ and 

http://arrow.dit.ie/comlinkcon/ ), as well as on design and sociology. Email: catherine.bates@dit.ie 

 

Catherine Baxendale, Lancaster University I have a background in Plant-Soil Ecology and have recently moved out of 

research into this part-time Project Administration role. I work on the RCUK SUPI project, building relationships 

between the University and local schools. Email:  c.baxendale@lancaster.ac.uk 

 

Naomi Beaumont, ESRC I work for the Economic and Social Research Council, the main UK public sector funder for 

social science research.  We are one of the funders of the 'Science Learning +' Initiative.  I am in the 'health and human 

behaviour' team. We look after psychology, education and health research, among many other related topics.  

Email:  naomi.beaumont@esrc.ac.uk 

 

Andy Beer, Head of Visitor Experienve I am Head of Visitor Experience and Learning for the National Trust.  The role is 

diverse and extends from formal learning to the planning of visitor infrastructure. It has also included developing 

strategic partnerships, which range from a long term relationship with the Arts Council to a new £3.4 million 

partnership with Sport England and an emerging relationship with Oxford University.  For the past six years I have been 



engaged, with many colleagues, in the task of refreshing and diversifying the way we offer our places to visitors: 

“bringing our places to life”. The most recent manifestation of this is “Everything Speaks” - our approach to 

interpretation (ie making our places relevant to people today). I trained as an environmental scientist and spent several 

years working as an environmental consultant before joining Woodland Trust as a project manager. By a circuitous 

route I ended up leading on public participation and partnerships before joining the National Trust in 2008. In my spare 

time I pursue a variety of activities to a low degree of competency, including parenthood, pressing cider, climbing 

mountains, playing a number of sports and musical instruments.  

Email: andy.beer@nationaltrust.org.uk 

 

Jim Bell, University of Birmingham Jim holds a Master degree in Science Communication and has worked in public 

engagement with organisations such as the BBC, University of Bristol and Green Man Festival. After a recent stint in 

Australia working for the University of Melbourne engaging rural Queenslanders with biotechnology, Jim joined the 

University of Birmingham in 2013 as Marketing & Events Officer in the University Graduate School, where his remit 

includes running public engagement events and training for postgraduate researchers. Email:  j.bell.1@bham.ac.uk 

 

Jenny Bennion, UCLan Jenny joined the Engage UCLan team in 2012, and is responsible for the coordination of the 

public engagement programme, including the successful Lancashire Science Festival. Jenny leads on the generation of 

sponsorship, liaison with Marketing and directs the social media content from the Public Engagement Unit.  

Email:  jbennion@uclan.ac.uk 

 

Alexa Bishop, Cancer Research UK Former cancer researcher and museum educator now works with cancer scientists 

in CRUK Cardiff Centre to bring their research to life. Email:  alexa.bishop@cancer.org.uk 

 

Sharon Bishop, Swansea University Sharon Bishop is currently looking after external engagement for the SPECIFIC 

Innovation and Knowledge Centre at Swansea University, where they're developing coatings that will transform the 

roofs and walls of buildings into surfaces that can generate, store and release solar energy. Until December 2013 

Sharon was Director of Cheltenham Science Festival, where she developed significant experience and knowledge of the 

public engagement sector. Email:   s.t.bishop@swansea.ac.uk 

 

Martin Boddy, University of the West of England Martin Boddy is Professor of Urban and Regional Studies and Pro Vice 

Chancellor responsible for research and business engagement at the University of the West of England, Bristol.   He 

graduated with a first class degree from the University of Cambridge where he also studied for his PhD.  He worked for 

many years at the University of Bristol, with shorter spells in Canada and Australia, before moving to UWE, Bristol in 

2002.  He has a national and international reputation for his work on economic development, industrial change, private 

sector housing markets, and the changing fortunes of urban areas.  His work has also included a strong focus on the 

West of England and the South West.  He was, for a number of years, an economic advisor to the SW Regional 

Development Agency.  He is on the Advisory Board of the West of England Initiative and contributed to the 

development of the Strategic Growth Plan for the West of England Local Enterprise Partnership.  

Email:  martin.boddy@uwe.ac.uk 

 

Isobel Bowler, Sheffield City Council Isobel Bowler is an elected member on Sheffield City Council and is the portfolio 

holder for Culture, Sport and Leisure. She is also the political lead for parks and countryside and for events and tourism 

in the Sheffield. She currently focuses full time on her activities for Sheffield City Council and representing her 

constituents in Mosborough Ward in the South East of the City. Previously she has worked as a Sociologist (University 

of Wales and University of Nottingham) and in management roles in local government and the NHS.  

 Email:  G.m.oldfield@sheffield.ac.uk 

 

Deirdre Brennan, Ulster University Professor of Physical Education and Sport and Director of Ulster Sports Outreach. 

Deirdre has spearheaded the design and development of the award winning Ulster Sports Outreach Unit. She is the 

recipient of both a Distinguished Teaching Award and Fellowship in Academic Enterprise by the University.  She is 

author of Sport for LIFE a twelve week physical activity and health intervention recognised by the World Health 

Organisation and Schools for Health in Europe as best practice in the promotion of physical activity to marginalised 

groups. She is co-founder of the Sport Changes Life Foundation that aims to raise the aspirations of young people 



through sporting excellence, vocational and academic achievement and personal development. She is also co- founder 

of All Island All Active (AIAA) a unique all-Island multi-sectoral body with an all island focus on specifically addressing 

physical inactivity in disadvantaged and marginalised groups across the lifespan. Email:  da.brennan@ulster.ac.uk 

 

Carla Brown, University of Glasgow Microbiology PhD student with a passion for antibiotic resistance, gut microbiome 

and scientific communication. Email:  C.brown.4@research.gla.ac.uk 

 

Emma Brown, UWE Students' Union Emma is the Representation and Community Manager at UWE Students Union. 

Having worked in student engagement for over seven years Emma has supported the strategic planning and 

development of systems for student voice as well as developing community engagement initiatives for the union. 

Email:  emma9.brown@uwe.ac.uk 

 

Julia Brown, Aston University Julia gained a joint honours Biology and Psychology degree and a concurrent Certificate 

in Education from Keele University in 1992 and worked as a science teacher in a secondary school for a short period 

prior to studying for an MSc in Molecular Genetics at Leicester University. Julia patented an idea for a Malaria 

Diagnostic Test from her MSc data and was awarded the Amersham Prize - for Innovation and Persistence. In 2008, 

Julia received the Aston Excellence Award for an outstanding contribution to Community Engagement. She has been a 

Director of Community Pathways a Community Interest Company since 2009. Has been the Chair of the LHS Business & 

Community Engagement (BCE) Committee since 2009 and represents the School on the University BCE committee, the 

Enterprise Working Group and the Executive & Professional Development Forum. In 2013 she became a member of 

Aston University Senate. She has written the LHS Business, Partnerships and Engagement Strategy 2020 and the 

objectives are to: maximise effectiveness of communication and engagement with students (prospective, current and 

alumni); create, promote and maximise opportunities between LHS and stakeholders, and, increase visibility and 

influence of the School of Life & Health Sciences.  Email:  j.y.brown@aston.ac.uk 

 

Leslie Brown, University of Victoria Leslie Brown is the Director of the Institute for Studies & Innovation in Community-

University Engagement and the Special Advisor to the Provost on Community Engagement at the University of Victoria, 

Canada. Email: lbrown@uvic.ca 

 

Nicola Buckley, University of Cambridge Nicola Buckley has worked in public engagement roles for the University of 

Cambridge since 2004 and has been the head of the public engagement team since 2010, where her role includes 

overseeing the annual Cambridge Science Festival, Cambridge Festival of Ideas, other public events and public 

engagement initiatives. These include the Cambridge Community Knowledge Exchange, which matches research 

requests from civil society organisations with student dissertation opportunities. Nicola is also studying for a PhD part-

time at the Institute of Education in London, on engaging civil society organisations with student research projects. 

Prior to working at the University, Nicola worked in fundraising and communications management for three UK-based 

charities. Email:  Nicola.buckley@admin.cam.ac.uk 

 

Sonia Bussu, Involve I am researcher at Involve. I hold a PhD in Governance and Citizen Participation from the London 

School of Economics. My thesis is a comparative study of participatory strategic planning with a focus on different 

forms and resources of leadership that can facilitate or hinder governance processes. Over the past few years I have 

been involved in several research projects on citizen participation in policy-making and coproduction of public services, 

collaborating with universities, practitioners and policy-makers in Italy and the UK. Email:  sonia@involve.org.uk 

 

Jim Butler, University of Leicester I'm a former primary school teacher that moved into museums and heritage learning 

and outreach.  Having spent over 10 years as Learning Manager for Leicester City Arts and Museums and York 

Museums Trust I took up the newly created role of Events & Engagement Manager at the university of Leicester on 1st 

August 2014. Email: jtb9@le.ac.uk 

 

Tadgh Caffrey, UCL I am Public Engagement Coordinator in UCL Public and Cultural Engagement where I support 

engagment in the School of Life and Medical Science. Email:  tadhgcaffrey@GMAIL.COM 

 



Naomi Capell, Bournemouth University The STEM outreach programme at Bournemouth University (BU) works with a 

diverse range of audiences. We run science workshops in primary and secondary schools for pupils in years 5 - 12. 

Workshop topics are linked to the BU portfolio; popular themes include computer animation, programming and 

engineering. We also collaborate with a number of organisations in the local region to increase the impact of our work. 

The team also support BU's public engagement activities from May to September through participation in a number of 

different festivals. Email:  ncapell@bournemouth.ac.uk 

 

Jenni Carr, Higher Education Academy I currently work for the HEA as an Academic Development Officer (Student 

transistions workstream). I am also a Visiting Research Fellow at the Open University, working with colleagues from the 

Faculty of Science on the (In)visible Witnesses project (www.open.ac.uk/invisible-witnesses).  

Email:  jenni.carr@heacademy.ac.uk 

 

William Cenci, Goldsmiths College, University of London Background in research communications at Kingston 

University. Recently taken up a position at Goldsmiths with responsibility for public engagement in the 

Communications department. Email:  w.cenci@gold.ac.uk 

 

Jenni Chambers, HEFCE Jenni has worked in HE policy since joining HEFCE in 2008, focusing on engagement and 

knowledge exchange.  During these six years she has also held secondment positions with the NCCPE and as Senior 

Policy Manager for Public Engagement with Researchat RCUK. She returned to HEFCE in September as a member of the 

Research Policy Team Email:  j.chambers@hefce.ac.uk 

 

Steven Charters, Knightswood Secondary School Teacher of Science Subjects in Knightswood Secondary School, 

Glasgow Email:  m.c.sheridan@strath.ac.uk 

 

Rachel Clark, University of Strathclyde Rachel Clark is a Project Manager at the University of Strathclyde specialising in 

managing events designed to bring businesses and organisations on campus to explore ways to work with staff and 

students.  This is predominantly through the 'Engage with Strathclyde' weeklong series of events that take place in May 

each year, recently awarded the THE Leadership and Management Award for Knowledge Exchange Initiative of the Year 

(2014).  Recently, Rachel has undertaken events showcasing the research and innovation taking place at the University 

aimed at a general public audience, taking exhibitions and events such as Images of Research and Explorathon out with 

the University.  Rachel started at the University in 2001 as a PhD student in the Strathclyde Institute of Pharmacy and 

Biomedical Sciences.  On completion, Rachel undertook postdoctoral research in computational chemistry in the same 

department until changing role in 2010. Email:  rachel.clark@strath.ac.uk 

 

Royston Clark, University of Portsmouth I originally studied and trained as an environmental archaeologist, I then 

spent over twenty years in environmental consultancy. Before moving back into the academic world, I helped set up an 

environmental consultancy that, as part of its business plan, was to engage and work with local communities and 

schools  to enable people to get involved in environmental projects (archaeological excavations, ecological surveys etc). 

During this time I also worked part-time as a Business Outreach Fellow at the University of Birmingham, specialising in 

heritage engagement. I then left the world of consultancy to became a Business Development Manager at Birmingham 

University, before moving to my present job, as Research Impact Officer at the University of Portsmouth.  

Email:  royston.clark@port.ac.uk 

 

Darlene Clover, University of Victoria Darlene E. Clover is a Professor of adult education in the Faculty of Education, 

University of Victoria. . Her areas of research and teaching include community leadership, feminist adult education, 

arts-based adult education and research and museum and art gallery adult education and community engagement. 

Email:  clover@uvic.ca 

 

Laura Cocker, University of Bath Currently studying for a PhD in chemistry at the University of Bath after completion of 

MChem (University of Edinburgh) and MA (University of Bristol). I have been involved in public engagement of various 

kinds for the last 6 years and currently am a member of the public engagement forum at the University of Bath, a part 

of the catalysts project. Email: lkc27@bath.ac.uk 

 



Sue Cohen, Productive Margins Co-Investigator and Community Consultant on the Productive Margins Programme, a 

five year Connected Communities initiative developing co-produced research with marginalised communities in Bristol 

and South Wales on the theme of regulation.  Voluntary community roles include: Chair of the Junction 3 Community 

Interest Company in Bristol; management committee member of the national Women's Budget Group; member of the 

Economic Sub-group of the Bristol Women's Commission; Community Board member of the South West Doctoral 

Training Centre. From 1990 to 2013 I was CEO of Single Parent Action Network, a national, participatory grassroots 

network of single parents and self-help groups working to combat poverty and discrimination. Responsibilities included 

major partnership working on anti-poverty and anti-discrimination initiatives with an especial focus on women/single 

parent poverty, anti-racism and transnational programmes.  Email:  sue.cohen0@gmail.com 

 

Julia Collins, University of Edinburgh Born in London to an English father and a Hungarian mother, I studied 

mathematics at the University of Bath, completing my MMath degree in 2006. In May 2011 I completed my PhD at the 

University of Edinburgh about a branch of topology called Knot Theory. I am passionate about trying to convince as 

many people as possible about the beauty and amazingness of mathematics, a task which I attempt with the help of my 

sheep Haggis, who is on Twitter as @haggismaths. Currently I am the Mathematics Engagement Officer at the 

University of Edinburgh and do a variety of things, including undergraduate lecturing, public lectures, school 

masterclasses, research engagement, alumni relations and website development. Email:  Julia.Collins@ed.ac.uk 

 

Trevor Collins, The Open University I am a researcher in technology-enhanced learning working at the Open University 

in Milton Keynes. I am interested in engaged research as a way of co-developing educational technology. At the Engage 

conference this year I'd like to find out more about other people's experiences with engagement (particularly digital 

engagement) and share ideas for improving the recognition (and reward) for innovative partnerships.  

Email: trevor.collins@open.ac.uk 

 

Dane Comerford, University of Cambridge Dr Dane Comerford has worked in research-intensive universities for the 

last decade and currently manages public engagement training and events at the University of Cambridge, providing a 

service to over 100 academic departments. Events connect academic research with around 50,000 public participants 

and reach a global audience via online, print, TV and radio coverage. Training activities include structured courses, a 

series of technique-led sessions and bespoke workshops for research groups.  Dane has a Masters of Natural Sciences 

from the University of Birmingham and a PhD in laser spectroscopy and diamond growth kinetics from the University of 

Bristol. He was a JSPS research fellow at Kyoto University and has previously worked at the Centre for Public 

Engagement at the University of Bristol. His public engagement connections include colleagues at RISTEX in Tokyo, the 

Royal Society of London and the Science Festival in Cambridge USA. Email: dane.comerford@admin.cam.ac.uk 

 

Sharon Court, www.apple-seed.org.uk Sharon works as a freelance creative practitioner in and around Portsmouth on 

the south coast. With over twenty years experience in the field of youth & children's work, and a blended passion for 

education and creativity, Sharon brings a broad range of skills and experience to the projects she's engaged with.  

Sharon is currently working with staff and students at the University of Portsmouth on community engagement 

initiatives, as well as being an active member of the UK Community Partner Network.  Sharon's creative practice 

centres around storytelling and crafts and if you ask her very nicely, she will make you an origami model on the spot!  

Email:  sharon.court@gmail.com 

 

Oliver Cox, University of Oxford Oliver Cox leads the Thames Valley Country House Partnership Project in his position 

as one of the University of Oxford's Knowledge Exchange Fellows. He is creating a network linking researchers and 

departments in the University of Oxford with the region's historic houses, cultural development agencies and tourism 

officials with the aim of developing a number of collaborative projects. Email:  oliver.cox@humanities.ox.ac.uk 

 

Helen Craig, Institute of Cancer Research I am the Public Engagement Officer at the Institute of Cancer Research, in 

London. Email:   helen.craig@icr.ac.uk 

 

Steve Cross, UCL I am Head of Public Engagement in UCL Public and Cultural Engagement.  

Email:  Steve.cross@ucl.ac.uk 

 



Tony Curran, University of Southampton Tony's research interests are in waste and resource management, energy and 

sustainability issues. He also runs public engagement workshops on these topics, and coordinates the University of 

Southampton's Research Roadshow and Researchers' Cafe. Email:  s.dorney@soton.ac.uk 

 

Mike Curtis, Queen Mary University of London Mike Curtis is Professor of Microbiology and Deputy Vice Principal 

(Health). He is currently the Dean for Dentistry at  Barts and The London School of Medicine and Dentistry. From 2003-

2012 he was the Director of the Blizard Institute at QMUL, where he was actively involved in the planning of the design 

of the building which houses the institute, one of the key features of which is intended to promote engagement with 

the local population through the establishment of a science centre for young children: the Centre of the Cell. Mike is 

the Director of Queen Mary's Centre for Public Engagement. Email:  m.a.curtis@qmul.ac.uk 

 

Jamie Darwen, University of the West of England Jamie Darwen is Head of Student Experience and Enrichment at the 

University of the West of England, Bristol. His responsibilities include developing initiatives to enrich the student 

experience through volunteering and social action; and encouraging students to gain global perspectives through inter-

cultural and international projects. Previously, he led a strategic national project on student volunteering for the 

NCCPE, which encouraged universities to value volunteering and community-based learning as a core part of the 

student experience. He is also a Trustee of Windmill Hill City Farm in Bristol. Jamie is passionate about the contribution 

that students make to their communities, and recognising the experience that students gain through the whole of their 

university experience, within or outside of the curriculum. Email:  Jamie.Darwen@uwe.ac.uk 

 

Carol Davenport, Northumbria University Currently Director of the Think Physics project at Northumbria University, 

Newcastle.  I have previously worked delivering CPD for science teachers within the Science Learning Centres network, 

as well as mentoring Early Career Physics teachers for the Institute of Physics.  Prior to that I was a Physics teacher for 

many years.  I am also an examiner and textbook author. Email:  Carol.davenport@northumberland.ac.uk 

 

Ceri Davies, University of Brighton Ceri works for Cupp at the University of Brighton developing their programme of 

community knowledge exchange through which academics and community groups tackle contemporary social 

problems in partnership.  With Welsh roots and taking inspiration from her families experiences of community, Ceri has 

been a long-time volunteer in hers, supporting people to have a voice that can influence policy and make change - she 

currently chairs the board of an organisation that does just that.  Ceri is also studying for her PhD; looking at how 

communities and universities working together can produce knowledge and practice that positively affects community 

and social change agendas. Email:  c.davies@brighton.ac.uk 

 

Lucy Davies, Plymouth University I have been recently appointed as the Research Impact officer for Plymouth 

University. Prior to this I was Research Facilitator and Institute Support officer for Plymouth University's Cognition 

Institute for the last few years and I have a research background in computational and theoretical neuroscience. My 

main role is to encourage academics to think about and maximise impact at every stage of their research and to help 

develop the  research impact strategy for the University. Email:  lucy.davies@plymouth.ac.uk 

 

Sophia de Sousa, The Glass-House Community Led Design Sophia joined The Glass-House in June 2005, and led its 

transformation from a project to an independent national charity in 2006. She is an an advocate and enabler of 

community led, participatory and co design practice and research. As Chief Executive of The Glass-House Community 

Led Design, Sophia works to ensure that community participation and leadership in development and regeneration is 

not a token gesture, but a valuable means of informing good, sustainable design that benefits local people and that will 

lead to the long-term improvement of neighbourhoods. Sophia is committed to promoting and supporting cross-sector 

and interdisciplinary collaboration in design, development and research.  Email:  sophia@theglasshouse.org.uk 

 

Janet de Wilde, Queen Mary University of London Janet is Head of Researcher Development at QMUL and Director of 

the Researcher Development Programme Before coming to QMUL, Janet was Assistant Director Scotland and Head of 

STEM at the Higher Education Academy from 2011-2013. Prior to this she worked at Imperial College London, 

University of Edinburgh and Heriot-Watt University. Outside QMUL, Janet is a member of the British Institute of 

Radiology (BIR) accreditation committee for Medical Imaging. Janet leads the Researcher Development team within the 



Centre for Academic and Professional Development, which provides strategic, developmental programmes, advice and 

bespoke support for the development and enhancement of researcher development across QMUL. 

Email: j.dewilde@qmul.ac.uk 

 

Sue Diment, Cardiff University Sue works in Cardiff Universitys' Engagement team as the Schools Partnership Officer, 

responsible for the co-ordination of the Cardiff University Schools Partnership Project. The project is a part of the wider 

RCUK School-University Partnerships Initiative (SUPI) which aims to create structured and strategic mechanisms for 

Higher Education Institutes to work in partnership with secondary schools and FE colleges. Sue has a long history of 

working with schools and previously worked for Careers Wales where she was responsible for linking schools and 

organisations to facilitate work experience placements. Email:  diments@cardiff.ac.uk 

 

Alessia Dino, Agora  Scienza Project manager at Agora  Scienza for national and European science education projects.  

Formerly ESOF2010 School Programme coordinator.  FP7 EU projects: European Researchers Night and PLACES. 

 Learned in science education and public engagement activities, with a broad experience in all aspects of design, 

coordination and management of the project. External relations to develop new partnerships, dealing with Italian and 

international working groups to design and implement national-based and international projects.  

Email:  alessia.dino@unito.it 

 

Katie Donington, UCL Kate Donington received a BA in English Literature and History (2005) and an MA in Art Gallery 

and Museum Studies (2007) from the University of Leeds. She worked for the Imperial War Museum, London for two 

years before leaving to pursue her doctoral research. She was awarded her doctorate in 2013 and has since become a 

Research Associate on the second phase of the Legacies of British Slave-ownership project. She is one of the academic 

leads for the Share Academy Project 'Local Roots / Global Routes Email:  shareacademy@ucl.ac.uk 

 

Heather Doran, University of Aberdeen Heather started her involvement in public engagement during her PhD in 

molecular pharmacology at the University of Aberdeen. She has been involved in a number of public engagement 

projects working with a range of age groups. She was editor and a founding member of Au Science Magazine and an 

active blogger. She is a member of the local British Science Association branch and an active STEM ambassador. 

Heather's aim is to embed public engagement into the role of a researcher.  

Email:  h.doran@abdn.ac.uk 

 

Steve Dorney, University of Southampton Work time split between running the Bringing Research to Life roadshow 

and developing engagement and impact across the University with our new Public Engagement with Research unit. 

Finalist in the Engage Awards 2014 (STEM category) with Marine Engineering Connections, a science-busking-on-ferries 

project. Email:  s.dorney@soton.ac.uk 

 

Ellen Dowell, Imperial College London Ellen Dowell is a creative producer of public engagement with science projects. 

She has a BA in Theatre: Design for Performance and an MSc in Science Communication. Ellen is the curator of 

Einstein's Garden at the Green Man Festival, she works part-time for the University of Surrey, facilitating a programme 

to initiate new interdisciplinary research collaborations, and she works part-time at Imperial College developing 

creative public engagement projects for the National Heart & Lung Institute. Email:  e.dowell@imperial.ac.uk 

 

Erin Downey, University of Southampton Erin Downey is the co-ordinator of Public Policy at the University of 

Southampton, which sees her facilitating the engagement between researchers and policy makers on matters of 

cultural, social and economic importance. With a background in public relations and higher education, Erin is working 

across the university to draw on the scholarly expertise of the institution's academics to demonstrate the social and 

political impact of their work. Email:  e.downey@soton.ac.uk 

 

Michael Eades, School of Advanced Study, University of London Dr Michael Eades is Cultural & Public Engagement 

Research Fellow at the School of Advanced Study, University of London. Between 2013-2014 he was Principal 

Investigator on the AHRC-funded research project Bloomsbury Festival in a Box: engaging socially isolated people with 

dementia, working with the Bloomsbury Festival and Age UK Camden. He is currently curator of Being Human, the UK 

first national festival of the humanities. Email:  michael.eades@sas.ac.uk 



 

Claire Edwards, Bath Spa University Working as Widening Participation Outreach Officer for Bath Spa University I work 

with young people and adults across the region.  My role involves developing an extensive and successful outreach 

programme that supports the progression of people from backgrounds who are currently under-represented in higher 

education. The team provides a range of activities so that anyone who has the ability and desire to go to university 

should have the chance to do so. Previous to this I worked as a Careers Consultant for eight years working in local 

schools and colleges. As well as a role in student development and as university mentor, working with students who 

have learning difficulties/disabilities. Email:  c.edwards3@bathspa.ac.uk 

 

Richard Edwards, University of Stirling I am a Professor of Education with a long track record of research in adult 

education and lifelong learning and working to enhance the impact of research with and for stakeholder communities. I 

am currently researching citizen science and informal learning on projects funded by the Wellcome Trust and the 

British Academy. Email:  r.g.edwards@stir.ac.uk 

 

Bruce Etherington, Cardiff University Bruce Etherington is the Engagement Manager for Cardiff University where he 

supports our Flagship Engagement Projects and works to increase the interaction between the University and broader 

communities. Prior to this he was the manager of the Beacon for Wales, one of six Beacons for Public Engagement in 

the UK funded to support culture change in universities so that they value and reward the public engagement activities 

of their staff and students. Previously, he managed SETPOINT Wales, a UK government funded organisation with the 

aim of increasing the uptake of STEM qualifications and careers by school pupils. He has also worked at Techniquest 

and Amgueddfa Cymru and has personally delivered educational activities to over 200, 000 people in 13 countries. 

Email: Betheringtonbm@cardiff.ac.uk 

 

Paul Evans, Self employed artist Paul Evans is a contemporary artist with a multi-portfolio practice. His wide-ranging 

working methods encompass a variety of creative strategies including socially engaged activities. Paul has developed a 

range of heritage-themed workshops and activities for the CAER Heritage Project; working with local residents and 

collaborating with heritage sector partners and ACE on a range of artistic projects. He has co-ordinated the co-creation 

of HEART of Cardiff trails including trail resources, way marks and art installations. Email:  pkevans1@sky.com 

 

Dawn Fantin, Liverpool John Moores University Currently, Corporate Events and Engagement Manager.  Since joining 

the University in 1992, I have worked within the Registry, on student records and the introduction of the modular 

system; Enterprise Services, focussing on income generation, collaborative partnerships and international recruitment; 

Conference and Event Services, managing the academic conference and event activity of the University and external 

organisations, and income generating from facilities. I studied Public Administration and have completed the Institute 

of Leadership and Management Programme. Email:  c.glanvill@ljmu.ac.uk 

 

Helen Featherstone, University of Bath Helen Featherstone, PhD, heads the University of Bath Public Engagement 

Unit. She works across the university supporting engaged research and creating the conditions for engaged research to 

flourish. Prior to joining the Catalyst family, Helen was a post-doc researcher at UWE, Bristol looking at the publics' 

roles in public engagement. Helen continues to teach on the MSc Science Communication course at UWE.  Alongside 

her research and teaching experience, Helen has extensive experience in practical STEM engagement activities 

primarily in interactive Science and Discovery Centres. For 14 years she has been responsible for all aspects of these 

activities including fundraising, project management, content and event delivery, collaborative working and evaluation. 

For 3 years (2010-2013), Helen was Chair of the Visitor Studies Group. The group for audience researchers in non-profit 

visitor centres such as museums, galleries and botanic gardens. The VSG advocates putting visitors at the heart of 

cultural experiences. Email: h.featherstone@bath.ac.uk 

 

Rowena Fletcher-Wood, University of Birmingham I am just completing my doctoral research into solid state 

chemistry solutions to environmental cleanup at the University of Birmingham, and am a keen science communicator, 

writer and storyteller. I am a part time climbing instructor and did my undergraduate degree at the University of 

Oxford, where I also studied some history and philosophy of science. Email:  rowena.fletcherwood@gmail.com 

 



Laura Fogg Rogers, University of the West of England Laura Fogg Rogers is a Research Fellow in Science 

Communication. She is a trained science journalist with extensive experience of working in the media and with the 

public. She has over ten years experience designing and delivering innovative science communication projects for a 

range of audiences, including young people, in the UK and New Zealand. Her research focuses on learning and 

engagement - examining the impact of formal and informal learning programmes and public engagement on 

researchers, schools and the public. Lauras' current projects include: Robots vs Animals, bringing together the Bristol 

Robotics Laboratory and Bristol Zoo Gardens to inspire young people in engineering; Children as Engineers, piloting a 

programme to boost communication skills and engineering knowledge for engineers and teachers respectively; and the 

evaluation of the Royal Society Education Outreach training course. Email:  Laura.Foggrogers@uwe.ac.uk 

 

Linden Fradet, Babraham Institute Linden is responsible for the delivery of the Babraham Institutes' Knowledge 

Exchange and Public Engagement strategies which aims to maximise the dissemination and impact of its science.  She 

joined from the Centre for Science and Policy at Cambridge University following a previous life as a Research Chemist at 

GSK. Email:   linden.fradet@babraham.ac.uk 

 

Kimberley Freeman, UCL I am the Public Engagement Manager in the UCL Public and Cultural Engagement department, 

where I lead on creating a cultural of public engagement. Email:  kimberley.freeman@ucl.ac.uk 

 

Bryony Frost, Queen Mary University of London Bryony works at the Centre for Public Engagement at Queen Mary 

University of London. She is responsible for advising and supporting engaged staff and students at QMUL, managing 

funding rounds and training, and celebrating the range of approaches to engagement. After studying for a physics 

degree, Bryony worked as a physics Outreach Officer. This included developing a 'build your own universe' kit, helping 

students to understand particle physics using LEGO. Bryony has an MSc in Science Communication from Imperial. 

Email:  b.j.frost@qmul.ac.uk 

 

Jamie Gallagher, University of Glasgow Jamie is the Public Engagement Officer for the University of Glasgow. He has 

been actively involved in both coordinating and practising public engagement for a number of years. In 2013 he won 

Universitas 21 international  Minute Thesis competition and in 2012 was a UK finalist in the Famelab science 

communication competition. He was nominated as one of the 175 faces of chemistry• by the Royal Society of 

Chemistry for his outreach work and named in 100 leading UK practising scientists by the UKs Science Council.  

Email:  jamie.gallagher@glasgow.ac.uk 

 

Tony Gallagher, Queen's University Belfast Professor Tony Gallagher took up post of Pro-Vice-Chancellor, Academic 

Planning, Staffing and External Relations on 1 May 2010. He joined Queens as a Lecturer in Education in 1992 and was 

later appointed to a Readership in 1995 and a Chair in 1999. In 2005 he was appointed Head of the School of Education. 

His main research interest lies in the role of education in societies marked by ethnic conflict, although he is also 

interested more generally in issues related to equality and social inclusion in education. Most of his research has been 

carried out in Northern Ireland, although he has also worked in the Middle East, with Israeli and Palestinian educators, 

and in South East Europe. He has acted as a consultant for many government departments, non-governmental public 

bodies, voluntary and community organizations, and a range of international organizations. His current main work 

involves the exploration of effective methods of school collaboration to raise standards and promote new relationships 

across denominational divisions in Northern Ireland.  As a member of the University Management Board, Professor 

Gallagher has responsibility for: Academic Planning, including Chair of UMB Planning Sub-Group;  Staffing Matters, 

including Chair of relevant Working Groups; External Relations and Communications. Email:  am.gallagher@qub.ac.uk 

 

Harry Gibson, Bournemouth University I am the Events Coordinator at Bournemouth University, responsible for 

supporting all academics, across all schools and the Public Engagement officer in delivering public engagement events. I 

am a 3rd year BU student studying tourism, who is currently undertaking a one year placement in the Research 

Knowledge and Exchange Office. The key projects I am working on are supporting events in the ESRC Festival of Social 

Science, running a monthly Cafe Scientifique including the marketing for the event, taking activities on tour and 

assisting the Public engagement officer in delivering an annual festival of learning that showcases over 100 public 

engagement events. Email:  hgibson@bournemouth.ac.uk 

 



Naomi Gibson, The British Academy I am currently Head of Public Engagement at the British Academy, the UK's 

national academy for the Humanities and Social Sciences. I have previously worked on a variety of public engagement 

programmes, including the Cultural Olympiad (based in Arts Council England) and engagement with STEM at the Royal 

Institution. Email:  n.gibson@britac.ac.uk 

 

Sarah Gifford, Queen Mary Students' Union As the Community and Employability Manager for Queen Mary University 

of London Students Union, student focussed activity is an area of particular interest. The Students Union has a well-

established programme of community engagement through student Community Volunteering, Community Sport and 

through Society projects. Developing existing community engagement programmes and initiating new opportunities is 

a strategic priority for the Union. Other initiatives and opportunities we would like to explore in more depth are ways 

to involve students with public engagement with research. Email: s.gifford@qmul.ac.uk 

 

Suzy Giles, University of East Anglia Head of Corporate Communications responsible for all internal and external 

communications, alumni relations, corporate events and community engagement. Email:  s.giles@uea.ac.uk 

 

Denise Glinister, Liverpool John Moores University I have  worked in the Service Industry for many years starting my 

career in hotel management.  I have worked in Higher Education for the past twenty eight years,  I joined Liverpool 

John Moores University in 1996  as a  Project Manager coordinating  internal and external conferences working in both 

internal and external venues after a ten year stint at Liverpool University in a similar role.   I am currently working as a 

Corporate Events and Engagement Coordinator . Email:  D.M.Glinister@ljmu.ac.uk 

 

Ann Grand, The Open University I am a part-time Research Associate on the Open University's Catalyst for Public 

Engagement with research. I am investigating all aspects of researchers practice in digital engagement and how public 

engagement with research can be supported and facilitated through digital technologies.  

Email: ann.grand@open.ac.uk 

 

Susan Grant, Glasgow Caledonian University Susan Grant co-ordinates Glasgow Caledonian Universitys (GCU) 

Community and Public Engagement agenda, supports the work of the Community and Public Engagement Steering 

Group and adds to GCU's engagement portfolio through her own community projects.  Susan comes from an outreach 

background, having most recently worked on GCU's Caledonian Club where she developed projects mapped to the 

Scottish Curriculum for Excellence which raised aspirations and built key life skills and confidence in children from aged 

three - 18 and their families.  @GCUEngagement; Email:  susan.grant@gcu.ac.uk 

 

Sam Gray, Manchester Metropolitan University Sam is the Impact and Engagement Manager at Manchester 

Metropolitan University.  He has enjoyed a wide variety of external engagement roles at Manchester Metropolitan 

University (MMU) over the past decade specialising in regional development, 2-way community engagement, research 

administration and knowledge exchange.  From 2008 to 2012 he was MMUs project manager on the Manchester 

Beacon initiative leading a successful change agenda around the recognition, reward and support for public 

engagement across the university. More recently he has been responsible for the project management of MMUs 

REF2014 submission; particularly offering guidance, support and advice around the impact agenda.  He was awarded a 

fellowship of the Royal Society of the Arts in 2011 and acts as a reviewer for various engagement and science 

communication grants for the Royal Academy of Engineering and The Swiss National Science Foundation. Sam has 

presented sessions on public engagement and its contribution to research impact at various conferences and events.  

Email:  s.gray@mmu.ac.uk 

 

Dominic Gray, Opera North Dominic Gray was born in South Wales and educated at Cambridge University and at 

University College Cardiff. His early career as a writer and director included stints with Battersea Arts Centre, 

Glyndebourne and BBC schools radio. In 2001 he became Opera North ‘s first Projects Director, with a brief to develop 

new work across music, performance and the visual arts. Partners have included the RSC, Tate and Manchester 

International Festival, and commissioned artists include composer Gavin Bryars, film-makers the Quay Brothers and 

novelist Hilary Mantel. Dominic is a member of the AHRC advisory board and the Public Engagement with Research 

advisory panel. In 2007 he was part of the team that created DARE, the collaborative partnership between Opera North 

and the University of Leeds and he sits on the DARE board. Email:  Dominic.Gray@operanorth.co.uk 



 

Johanna Haffenden, UNESCO Chair in Community-Based Research and Social Responsibility in Higher Education I am 

a Sociologist with an MSc en Education, Power and Social Change from Birkbeck University and a bachelors degree from 

the Universidad del Valle, Colombia, my country of birth. I am an enthusiastic social researcher with experience both in 

developing countries and the UK. I have carried out studies most recently in Education and Third Sector policies and 

previously worked within projects related to urban cultural identities, indigenous groups, democracy and public opinion 

in association with organisations including Foro Nacional por Colombia, Universidad del Valle, Universidad ICESI and 

Universidad Bolivariana. I have a strong background and experience using quantitative and qualitative methodologies 

and methods. Alongside my research role I also have a professional position as a data manager in an Educational and 

Service setting and volunteer as a school governor. I love cycling and listening to Cool Jazz music.  

Email:   Johannahaffenden@gmail.com 

 

Isabel Hainsworth, Durham University Staff Volunteering Sabbatical Officer at Durham University, beginning August 

2014. Graduated from Durham July 2014 and throughout student life had strong interest in the various ways in which 

the University facilitates public engagement. In my role I liaise with community partners and University departments to 

arrange volunteering Challenge days for staff groups. These are a successful way of engaging with local organisations to 

strengthen the link between Durham University and the surrounding area by providing a service and skills to the 

community. Departmental benefits include Team Building. Email:  i.j.hainsworth@durham.ac.uk 

 

Budd Hall, University of Victoria Currently UNESCO Co-Chair in Community Based Research and Social Responsibility in 

Higher Education. Editor/Author of World Report on Higher Education5, Community Based Research and Higher 

Education, Teaching and Learning Community Based Research, Knowledge, Democracy and Action: Community 

University Research Partnerships in Global Perspectives. Email:  bhall@uvic.ca 

 

Emily Hargreaves, University of Birmingham Emily has worked for the University of Birmingham for over 3 years.  In 

2013 she delivered the Research Excellence Framework (REF) submission across 3 of the University Colleges, and now 

works on developing and implementing the University impact strategy.  She also manages the recently-awarded Impact 

Acceleration Account from the ESRC and is actively involved in plans for a new engagement space on the University of 

Birmingham Campus.   She has an interest in the expansion of the impact agenda beyond the UK, and this year was 

sponsored by Universitas 21 to visit HEIs in Hong Kong and Australia. Email:  e.collins.1@bham.ac.uk 

 

Jennifer Harrison, University of Stirling  Email:  jennifer.harrison@stir.ac.uk 

 

Ceri Harrop, Wellcome Trust Centre for Cell Matrix Research I am Public Programmes Manager for the Cell-Matrix 

Research Centre at the University of Manchester. I work with our researchers to translate their work into innovate 

engagement outputs. Currently we are working on an arts-science collaboration as well as linking up with a local 

fashion designer to get out research out to new audiences. Email:  ceri.harrop@manchester.ac.uk 

 

Clare Harvey, SEPnet Clare is Director of Outreach for SEPnet, the South East Physics network. Having been interested 

in physics and all sciences from a young age, Clare studied her MSci in Natural Sciences at the University of Cambridge, 

specialising in Experimental and Theoretical Physics. Since then her career has led her to work with young people in 

different countries and different fields. As Director of Outreach, Clare is now responsible for regional co-ordination and 

management of outreach activities it runs from 11 partner universities in the South East.  Clare has previously been 

Physics Outreach Officer at University of Surrey, working with young people across the region and developing regional 

outreach programmes for SEPnet.  She has also recently completed an MEd with the Open University.  

Email:  c.l.harvey@surrey.ac.uk 

 

Amy Hayward, University of Aberdeen Amy is a Research Assistant working in the Public Engagement with Research 

Unit at the University of Aberdeen. As an active STEM ambassador, and member of science communication groups 

including British Science Association, sciencegrrl, COMMNET, and the Association of British Science Writers, Amy has 

experience in coordinating large European-wide travelling exhibitions and Horizon 2020 projects. She was editor of Au 

Science Magazine and is an active science writer. On Twitter at @amykinshay Email: r.thompson@abdn.ac.uk 

 



Joanna Heaton-Marriott, UCLan Jo is Public Engagement Manager at the University of Central Lancashire and Chapter 

Lead of ScienceGrrl Lancashire. Jo became involved in science outreach whilst completing her PhD in Microbiology at 

Lancaster University, and soon realised that her career lay in public engagement rather than Petri dishes. Since joining 

UCLan in 2007, she has developed a culture of engagement across the University, forming the Public Engagement Unit 

and establishing the Lancashire Science Festival, which draws over 6000 visitors.  Jo is passionate about understanding 

and addressing the barriers to participation in STEM. She leads the Lancashire Chapter of ScienceGrrl, a grassroots 

organisation working to demonstrate that STEM is for Everyone, and has recently founded a social enterprise, Ideas 

Create Action, which aims to engage young children and their parents with the excitement of STEM investigation.  

 Email:  jheaton@uclan.ac.uk 

 

Brooke Hessler, Oklahoma City University Dr. Hessler is Professor of Rhetoric and Composition and Eleanor Lou 

Carrithers Chair of Writing at Oklahoma City University. She specializes in community-engaged learning, oral history, 

and arts-integrated liberal education using participatory digital media.  Email: bhessler@okcu.edu 

 

Mat Hickman, Wellcome Trust Mat looks after the Wellcome Trusts' programme of informal science learning, which 

includes Science Learning+ and improving support for engaging young people from disadvantaged backgrounds with 

science. He moved to the Trust from the University of Bristol where he oversaw the Universitys' Schools University 

Partnership Initiative funded by RCUK. Previously, he was Education Project Manager at Nowgen and Special Projects 

Manager at the Association for Science and Discovery Centres. Before moving into public engagement, Mat was a 

research scientist. Email:  m.hickman@wellcome.ac.uk 

 

Jane Hindle, LSE As a specialist in communications for teaching, learning and research at LSE, I co-organise an annual 

Research Festival - a series of events open to the public - run the LSE teaching blog and work with students on 

engagement opportunities such as soapbox appearances and film-making. Formerly Head of Communications at single 

parent charity Gingerbread during a merger and rebrand, and before that several years as managing editor at radical 

publisher Verso. Email:  j.hindle@lse.ac.uk 

 

Mark Hinton, University of Warwick I work with communities and the third sector to raise awareness of opportunities 

for adult learners at the University of Warwick, and to build long-term relationships between the Centre and 

communities across the sub-region, particularly those with lower rates of engagement with HE. 

I have 25 years experience working in community settings as an artist, a social entrepreneur, and a community 

engagement consultant - with a particular interest in intercultural dialogue and community bridge-building.  

Email:  m.e.hinton@warwick.ac.uk 

 

Michael Hinton, Babraham Institute Michael had 20 years experience working in the Babraham Institute Neurobiology 

Laboratory before moving into Science Outreach and Public Engagement department.  His other expertise includes 

knowledge of the Graphics Department and Website management which is employed in his current role within the 

Knowledge Exchange and Public Engagement team. Email:   michael.hinton@babraham.ac.uk 

 

Stephanie Hoddinott, Bath Spa University My current position as Widening Participation Outreach Officer involves 

designing and delivering an extensive programme that supports the progression of young people from Year 5 to Year 13 

from backgrounds which are currently under-represented in Higher Education. I am responsible for the recruitment, 

training and management of a cohort of Student Ambassadors and Tutors who work for the Widening Participation 

Offic.  Prior to Bath Spa University I worked in Science Communication for At-Bristol Science Centre and Explorer Dome. 

Email:  s.hoddinott@bathspa.ac.uk 

 

Nic Hollinworth, University of Reading Nic Hollinworth is a post doc researcher on the Interactive Sensory Objects 

project, and also conducts research into improving computer interaction for older adults. He is a computer scientist, 

engineer and designer with an interest in making objects active through the use of embedded microcontrollers.  

Email:  n.d.hollinworth@reading.ac.uk 

 

Charlotte Holloway, University of Hertfordshire Charlotte joined the University of Hertfordshire in September 2014 as 

Research Impact Facilitator. She works with academics across the university to develop and record the impact of their 



work. Prior to joining UH, Charlotte worked at UCL, where she developed 125 REF impact case studies for the School of 

Life and Medical Sciences. Over the years she has had experience in a variety of areas of business and academia, 

including organising and delivering training courses on Public Health in the Middle East for Imperial College London; co-

ordinating the response to the H1N1 Pandemic for a London Primary Care Trust; project support for IT and finance 

projects at BP and Citigroup; working for an archaeology consultancy. This has given her a wide insight into the many 

ways academic research is used across society, and the huge value it has; but also the challenges involved in reaching 

different audiences. Charlotte studied Classics at Cambridge University, Arabic at the School of Oriental and African 

Studies, University of London and Health Sciences and Public Health Promotion with the Open University.  

Email:  c.holloway2@herts.ac.uk 

 

John Holmes, Department for Business, Innovation & Skills To increase public engagement and confidence in science, 

and capacity of the public sector to understand and respond to public opinion. Email:  john.holmes@bis.gsi.gov.uk 

 

Maxine Horne, Manchester Metropolitan University I am a final year PhD student at MMU. My PhD is in Arts and 

Health looking at older people's experience of loneliness and connection through community dance practice.  I have 

used practice as research, arts based research and ethnographic methodologies.  

Email:  maxine.horne@stu.mmu.ac.uk 

 

Dave Horton, Action in Caerau & Ely Over the last 15 years I have been committed to long term engagement in 

communities known for multiple deprivation and associated social exclusion and disconnection (both internally and in 

relation to surrounding communities), including in post-apartheid South Africa (within a coloured Cape Town township 

community) and latterly in Ely & Caerau in West Cardiff.  My personal values have led me to live in these communities 

with the aim of developing a detailed understanding of the multiple influences that impact on residents experiences 

from the inside.  I have been committed to developing a coherent and relevant theoretical understanding of these 

communities (not least through my MSc research into in-work poverty, carried out with local people using Participatory 

Action Research techniques).  My role as a professional community development worker in these settings has given me 

the chance to implement theory on the ground, and I am used to living with the tensions created when neat theory 

collides with the messy reality of struggling communities! Email: daveh@elycaerau.com 

 

Lewis Hou, Science Ceilidh / University of Edinburgh Lewis Hou is a neuroscientist, science communicator and fiddle-

player based in Edinburgh. He is interested in engaging the public with biomedical sciences through music, dance and 

theatre. Having worked for science festivals around Scotland, Abu Dhabi and India, he is the founding member of the 

Science Ceilidh Band, and the last surviving neuroscientist in the zombie science-immersive theatre epidemic 

Deadinburgh. Email: lewishou90@gmail.com 

 

Fiona Hyland, University of Bristol As part of the University of Bristol's Centre for Public Engagement I support the 

work of the Centre in a variety of ways focusing on communications and marketing, and project management. I am also 

assisting with the University's contribution to Bristol Green Capital 2015, taking an internal liaison role to coordinate 

activities, events and funding. My background is in psychology and higher education research.  

Email:  fiona.hyland@bristol.ac.uk 

 

Caroline Ingram, Jisc Dr Caroline Ingram joined Jisc Netskills based at Newcastle University in September 2010, and has 

been jointly managing the Jisc Services Business and Community Engagement (BCE) team with Dr Rob Allen. We 

support the use of technology in supporting the engagement between universities, colleges and external partners such 

as businesses and community organisations. Caroline has been working with Chris Thomson to deliver training and 

advice around the use of digital storytelling for public engagement. Caroline has directed her own project management 

and research consultancy, CSI Consultancy Ltd, since April 2003. In her position as a consultant Caroline has been 

involved in many projects using innovative ICT within higher and further education, and covering diverse topics such as 

research on the need for peer review for Open Educational Resources, a metadata aggregations study, a review of the 

assets in the Excellence Gateway (now in the remit of the Education and Training Foundation). Caroline is on twitter at 

http://twitter.com/caro11ne. Email:  caroline.ingram@ncl.ac.uk 

 

mailto:daveh@elycaerau.com


Hilary Jackson, UCL I am Public Engagement Coordinator in UCL Public and Cultural Engagement where I support public 

engagement in The School of the Built Environment, Engineering and Mathematical and Physical Sciences  

Email: hilary.jackson@ucl.ac.uk 

 

Louise Jagger, Aberystwyth University Louise Jagger has over 25 years experience in fundraising within the UK, having 

led major capital appeals, fundraising campaigns and regular giving programmes for a range of charities, including 

Scope, NCH and NSPCC. Her career has spanned a range of sectors including heritage organisations, museums and 

education. Louise has also contributed to UK and international initiatives to develop fundraising as a profession and to 

measure the impact of philanthropic support and engagement. Email:  lmj23@aber.ac.uk 

 

Jo James, University of Southampton Jo is currently working on the University of Southampton's Public Engagement 

with Research project and co-ordinates the public engagement network for staff, students and the wider community in 

the city. Jo's other work has focused on support for doctoral programmes, the 'doctoral experience' and researcher 

development. Email:  J.M.James@soton.ac.uk 

 

Lisa Jamieson, Wellcome Trust Lisa Jamieson is Head of Engaging Science at the Wellcome Trust, working to enhance 

the impact of the Trusts' public engagement portfolio. The Engaging Science department manages one of the UK's 

largest public engagement funding programmes, along with a strategy to work with the broadcast and gaming 

industries. The team also commissions innovative, nationwide public engagement initiatives and works with all Trust-

funded scientists to help them develop their public engagement activities. Lisa joined the Wellcome Trust in 2005 as 

Events Manager at Wellcome Collection, delivering a programme of events and activities for adults, teenagers and the 

local community. She was previously Programme Manager at the Science Museum's Dana Centre. 

 Email:  l.jamieson@wellcome.ac.uk 

 

Eric Jensen, University of Warwick Dr Eric Jensen has two main research specialisms: Public engagement and media. 

He also contributes to the development of impact evaluation methodology and social change theory. His research on 

the impacts of public engagement cuts across a wide range of settings, from zoos to conservation training programmes 

to museums (e.g. Natural History Museum, University of Cambridge Museums) to festivals (e.g. Cambridge Science 

Festival and the Cheltenham Festivals). He is also participating in CUSP (Center for Urban Science and Progress), based 

at New York University. Eric's recent publications include peer-reviewed journal articles in Public Understanding of 

Science ('Mediating subpolitics in US and UK science news'), Culture & Psychology ('A cyclical model of social change'), 

New Genetics & Society ('Celebrity life politics in US and UK journalistic coverage of therapeutic cloning research'), 

Media, Culture & Society ('Between credulity and scepticism: Sightings of the fourth estate in 21st century science 

journalism') and Psychology & Society ('Science learning at the zoo'), as well as two chapters on science communication 

practice and methods in the Oxford University Press volume Investigating Science Communication in the Information 

Age. Jensen's books include 'Culture & Social Change: Transforming Society through the Power of Ideas' (Information 

Age) and 'The Therapeutic Cloning Debate: Global Science and Journalism in the Public Sphere'.  

Email:   e.jensen@warwick.ac.uk 

 

Pearl John, University of Southampton Specialising in Photonics Outreach (lasers and optics!)  I run the Light Express 

Roadshow, a free travelling laser show engaging schools and colleges in the south east with our research and the 

science of the internet.   I'm an artist working with holography - and run workshops for A level students and the general 

public - helping others to make holograms.  I lead a team of staff and students at the University of Southampton and 

support them to deliver Outreach and Public Engagement Activities to almost 20,000 people a year.  I am lucky to be 

working in a department which really values its Outreach and Public Engagement - we also have a mobile planetarium 

travelling to local schools and have a rich Astronomy Outreach programme. Email:  pj@soton.ac.uk 

 

Richard Jones, University of Sheffield Richard Jones is Pro-Vice-Chancellor for Research and Innovation and Professor 

of Physics at the University of Sheffield.  He is an experimental polymer physicist; in 2006 he was elected a Fellow of 

the Royal Society.  He has written extensively on the wider issues surrounding nanotechnology and public engagement 

with science more generally. He has, since 2004, kept a blog - www.softmachines.org - covering issues in 

nanotechnology, public engagement and science policy. Email:  r.a.l.jones@sheffield.ac.uk 

 



Jenny Jopson, MRC IEU I am responsible for leading engagement and communications activities around genetics, 

epidemiology and public health at the MRC Integrative Epidemiology Unit at the University of Bristol. Previously I 

worked at the Wellcome Trust and Francis Crick Institute in London. I am also a member of Guerilla Science, a group 

that produces experiences and events at festivals and other cultural happenings. Email:  jenny.jopson@bristol.ac.uk 

 

Naomi Kay, Bournemouth University Public Engagement Officer at Bournemouth University, responsible for 

supporting all academics from across all schools in delivering public engagement events.  Key projects include 

supporting events in the ESRC Festival of Social Science, running a monthly Cafe Scientifique, taking activities out on 

tour to the community and delivering an annual Festival of Learning that showcases over 100 public engagement 

events. Email:  nkay@bournemouth.ac.uk 

 

Selina Kermode, Science Media Centre Selina has been at the Science Media Centre for 5 years and is now Head of 

Development and Operations, a role she will be moving on from in the new year to relocate with her husband to 

Warwickshire. The SMC is an independent press office and charity working to improve the public understanding of 

science by encouraging scientists to engage more often and more effectively with journalists. Prior to the SMC, Selina 

worked at the University of Cambridge in public engagement and schools outreach, an area she is now looking to return 

to. Email:  selina.kermode@gmail.com 

 

Philip Kerrigan, University of York I am the Administrator and Outreach Coordinator for the Centre for Chronic 

Diseases and Disorders (C2D2) at the University of York. C2D2 is an institution-wide 'virtual centre' for coordinating, 

promoting and maximising research and public engagement across all disciplines in the area of chronic diseases and 

disorders. The Centre is supported through a Wellcome Tust ISSF Award. By providing strategic support for training and 

early-stage research through to impact and translation, the Centre works to ensure that York makes a significant and 

quantifiable contribution to reducing the burden imposed by chronic diseases and disorders and to engaging the public 

with research in this area. Email:  philip.kerrigan@york.ac.uk 

 

Akram Khan, Brunel University Public Engagement Ambassador. Lead Research groups at CERN on the CMS 

experiment and Stanford on the BaBar experiment. Email: akram.khan@brunel.ac.uk 

 

Stephen Khan, The Conversation Stephen Khan is The Conversation's Editor in the UK. He was a news editor at The 

Guardian and previously Deputy Foreign Editor of The Independent, Scotland Editor of The Observer and also worked 

for The Sunday Herald in Scotland. Email:  max.landry@theconversation.com 

 

Hameed Khan, Shining  stars Community activist and chairperson of Shining Stars community group in Manchester. 

Email:  hakhbar@yahoo.com 

 

Nicola King, University of Exeter I am a senior lecturer in at Exeter am heavily involved in all aspects of teaching. I am 

involved in a number of projects to develop e-learning in Biosciences and to strengthen student involvement in the 

development of teaching and learning. I teach science communication and have a keen interest in science 

communication, the impact agenda and science outreach.  I coordinate Biosciences widening participation and schools 

liaison activities, working with organisations such as the Royal Society, the BA, the Sutton Trust and the National HE-

STEM programme to promote science in schools.  Email: n.c.king@exeter.ac.uk 

 

Marija Kovandzic, University of Liverpool  Email:  marikov@liv.ac.uk 

 

Max Landry, The Conversation Max helped to found The Conversation in the UK. He has a strong track record in 

business and internet innovation, having spent the last few years founding and running Paperstone, a leading office 

supplies website. Email:  max.landry@theconversation.com 

 

Julie Lee, University of Bristol Third year psychology student Email:  juliejlee42@gmail.com 

 

Poppy Leeder, NERC I have responsibility for NERC's public engagement activities including provision of training for 

NERC-funded researchers to support them in their PE activities Email:   fvl@nerc.ac.uk 



 

Hilary Leevers, Wellcome Trust Hilary joined the Wellcome Trust in September 2011 as Head of Education and 

Learning. She has a long-standing interest in education and learning, reflected in her research, policy experience and 

involvement in local schools. After studying Natural Sciences at the University of Cambridge, Hilary stayed on as a 

Research Assistant investigating children's reasoning and learning strategies. She continued these studies for a DPhil in 

Experimental Psychology at the University of Oxford before taking a postdoctoral and then Assistant Professor position 

at the Centre for Molecular and Behavioural Neuroscience at Rutgers University. After returning to the UK, she joined 

the Campaign for Science & Engineering (CaSE) as Assistant Director and worked on a breadth of science policy issues. 

Email: h.leevers@wellcome.ac.uk 

 

Maggie Leggett, University of Bristol The Centre for Public Engagement supports and promotes engagement between 

the public and University staff and students, including helping academics develop and obtain funding for public 

engagement and sharing and celebrating best practice. We also run a public engagement programme (talks, festivals 

etc) and support cross-sector working. The Centre works closely with the National Coordinating Centre for Public 

Engagement, which is run as a partnership between the University of Bristol and the University of the West of England. 

Previously, as Head of Public Engagement at the Biotechnology and Biological Sciences Research Council (BBSRC), I led 

projects including national public dialogues on specific areas of research and developed touring exhibitions on subjects 

including biodiversity and the use of animals in research. Email: Maggie.leggett@bristol.ac.uk  

 

Kerry Leslie, RCUK Kerry has worked for the Research Councils for over fourteen years and has been the Head of the 

Research Council UK's (RCUK) Public Engagement with Research team since April 2005. RCUK support culture change in 

the higher education sector so that researchers are recognised and rewarded for quality public engagement in all 

disciplines and build capacity through training, skills, and sharing best practice. This is achieved the RCUK-led Concordat 

for Engaging the Public with Research and funding of the RCUK PER Catalysts, Beacons for Public Engagement and the 

National Coordinating Centre for Public Engagement. RCUK also enable public views to inform policies and research 

strategies across Research Councils through, for instance public dialogues. In addition, we connect young people with 

research and researchers  (informal and formal learning), through School-University Partnerships Initiative (SUPI) and 

Bringing Cutting Edge Research into the Classroom Teacher Continuing Professional Development. These opportunities 

for young people help to secure and sustain a supply of future researchers and enable the next generation to act as 

informed and involved citizens. Kerry's PhD in Astrophysics was gained at University College London's Mullard Space 

Science Laboratory. Email:  kerry.leslie@rcuk.ac.uk 

 

Carenza Lewis, University of Cambridge Carenza Lewis has carried out research, teaching and outreach in archaeology 

and history at the University of Cambridge since 1999, having previously been Archaeological Investigator RCHME 

(1986-99), Research Fellow at the University of Birmingham (1992-4) and one of the original presenters of Channel 4's 

Time Team (1993-2005).  Since 2004 she has set up and run Access Cambridge Archaeology in order to enhance 

educational, economic and social well-being through active participation in archaeology, involving thousands of 

members of the public of all ages.  In 2012-13 she was PI on AHRC's Cambridge Community Heritage project working 

with 28 community groups to deliver projects spanning tangible and intangible heritage.  Focussing primarily on 

England, her research interests include rural settlements and landscapes (especially of the medieval period), the 

archaeology of children and childhood, heritage communication/education, widening participation in higher education 

and public engagement with research. Email:  crl29@cam.ac.uk 

 

Ronni Littlewood, University of Warwick Ronni has over 13 years' experience in the Higher Education Sector.  She is 

currently the Research Impact Officer for Social Sciences at the University of Warwick and has held that role since April 

2013. Within the past year she has also been involved with setting up the Research Impact Network; a grass roots 

network of UK Higher Education administrative and professional staff working in a variety of roles related to research 

impact.  Ronni joined the University of Warwick in 2009 and prior to her current role she was a Research Development 

Officer, working with academic colleagues in Economics, Politics and International Studies and Warwick Business School 

to win funding for research. Prior to joining the University, Ronni worked as a Development Officer for the Quality 

Assurance Agency for Higher Education with responsibility for implementing reviews of Higher Education in Further 

Education. Ronni graduated from Middlesex University with a BSc in Psychology with Business Studies and has an MSc 



in Psychological Research Methods and MA in Social Sciences, both from the Open University.  She is a Graduate 

Member of the British Psychological Society.  Email:  v.r.littlewood@warwick.ac.uk 

 

Amanda Longley, UWE Dr Amanda Longley is a Senior Research Development Manager and Honorary Senior Research 

Fellow at the University of the West of England, Bristol.  After obtaining her first degree from the University of 

Lancaster, Amanda won an academic scholarship to study for a Masters Degree in Medical Geography at the University 

of Washington in Seattle.  She subsequently returned to the UK to take up a research position at the University of 

Cardiff whilst studying part-time for a PhD at Cardiff Business School.  Amanda's research mainly focused on 

assessment of the effectiveness of health promotion interventions. After research roles at the University of Bristol and 

University of Southampton, she joined UWE in 2001 as a Research Advisor, supporting the development of strategic 

research proposals and policy in the Faculty of Health and Applied Sciences. Amanda has recently been tasked with 

looking at how the University can further facilitate and promote impact from its research. 

 Email:  amanda.longley@uwe.ac.uk 

 

Emma Longridge, BBSRC I've worked at BBSRC for six years on a diversity of projects; these all link back to the way that 

people who are not professional scientists engage with the research that BBSRC funds. This has included working on 

large scale public dialogue activities (such as our Synthetic Biology and Bioenergy Dialogues), as well as smaller scale 

public engagement events and the development and delivery of BBSRC's Public Engagement Training. I also manage 

BBSRC's social and ethical issues monitoring procedures and work on related policy issues, including policy around the 

use of animals in research. Email: emma.longridge@bbsrc.ac.uk 

 

Maeve Lydon, University of Victoria/ CBR Canada I live on the west coast of Canada - Coast Salish indigenous territory, 

the mom of two grown sons and the daughter of Irish parents from the west of Ireland.  Since my teens I have been 

involved in and inspired by the struggles and aspirations of people who work together for societal change, wherever 

they are. I have been a volunteer and staff member of local , national and global NGOs such as OXFAM and currently 

serve as the chair of the UVic Environmental Law Centre. My work at UVIC   with the Institute for Community University 

Engagement and with CBR Canada is to create the systems and partnerships between academia and civil society.  We 

are very inspired by the NCCPE and other global efforts to grow the public domain and spaces for creativity and change. 

When not working I love venturing outdoors and visiting new places  in all kinds of weather. Email:  mlydon@uvic.ca 

 

Averil Macdonald, SEPNet  Email:  a.m.macdonald@soton.ac.uk 

 

Victoria Macfarlane, WISERD, Cardiff University Victoria is Director of Operations for The Wales Institute of Social and 

Economic Research, Data & Methods (WISERD), an inter-disciplinary, inter-institutional social science research centre, 

based across five Universities within Wales. Victorias role involves operational and strategic management of the 

Institute, with specific responsibility for the co-ordination of the WISERDs capacity building; networking; knowledge 

exchange and engagement programmes. Prior to working at WISERD, Victoria was Centre Manager for the UK Centre 

for Legal Education (UKCLE), a subject Centre of the Higher Education Academy, based at the University of Warwick  

Email: macfarlanev@cf.ac.uk 

 

Stephen Magrath, Self-employed Stephen Magrath is an artist who works in the field of microbiology and neuroscience 

through painting , drawing and installations . He is currently involved in an ongoing sci-art collaboration with brain 

researchers in Dpt Pharmacy & Pharmacology at theUniversity of Bath . They were recently funded to engage cutting-

edge neurological research with the public via a project called 'The Art of the Brain'.  

Email:  stephenmagrath@hotmail.com 

 

Kath Maguire, University of Exeter After caring for a child with life limiting conditions I returned to education as an 

adult and worked in community empowerment and learning. I became a lay member of Public Involvement Group for 

the National Institute for Health Research Collaboration for Leadership in Health Research and Care for the South West 

Peninsula (PenCLAHRC). Through this involvement I recently completed a PhD research project on theoretical 

understandings of patient and public involvement. I am currently working with PenCLAHRC and the University of Exeter 

Medical School to develop engagement. Email:  rktfmail@exeter.ac.uk 

 



Alexis Mannion, The Francis Crick Institute I am managing the development of the Crick's public engagement 

programmes, working directly with our scientists to create content for exhibitions, events, and interventions. 

 I have a background and MSc in Science Communication, and prior to joining the Crick I spent 6 years working in the 

Science Museum's outreach team. Email:  alexis.mannion@crick.ac.uk 

 

Richard Marggraf Turley, Aberystwyth University Richard Marggraf Turley is Aberystwyth University's Professor of 

Engagement with the Public Imagination. He is the author of several monographs on Romantic literature and culture, a 

student essay writing guide, and three volumes of poetry. His novel, The Cunning House, will be published in March 

2015 Email:   rcm@aber.ac.uk 

 

Oliver Marsh, UCL Oliver is at the Department of Science and Technology Studies at University College London, 

researching online science enthusiast communities.  Current outreach work includes producing PhDCast interviews with 

PhD researchers, lecturing for UCL Widening Participation Masterclasses, and numerous Bright Club performances. In 

the past he has and debated science and faith on BBC's The Big Questions and volunteered for the Cambridge Science 

Festival, and in the future he wants to experiment with engagement-based theatre. He blogs humorously about science 

at SidewaysLookAtScience.wordpress. Email:  o.marsh@live.com 

 

Fran Marshall, University of Sheffield Fran is the Research and Evaluation Manager in the Public Engagement and 

Impact Team at the University of Sheffield. The Team is central to the University of Sheffield’s RCUK Catalyst award 

Remaking the Civic University: Creating New Cultural Standards for Public Engagement•. Fran’s role is to lead on the 

research and evaluation of public engagement related research activity across the University in events such as the 

recently held Festival of the Mind. She also coordinates the public engagement masterclass training programme for 

staff. As an evaluation professional, Fran has a breadth of experience in evaluation methods and is always on the 

lookout for new techniques. She has a background in academic research in the areas of community engagement, 

regeneration and evaluation with over ten years of experience in working in universities.  

Email:  f.e.marshall@sheffield.ac.uk 

 

Elizabeth Martin, Queen's University, Belfast After being a full time carer to a disabled parent and children with 

learning difficulties, I returned to education in 2010 as a mature student and graduated in 2012 with a First Class 

degree in Joint Social Policy and Sociology.  Completing my MA in Sociology in 2013, I commenced my PhD earlier this 

year.  The main focus of my current research is older women and domestic violence in Northern Ireland. I will also be 

looking at the issue of substance misuse amongst this population. Taking a qualitative approach, this study hopes to 

explore the lived experiences of older women who have been in violent relationships. The project will also examine 

what support services are available for these women with complex needs. Email:  emartin24@qub.ac.uk 

 

Harriet Martin, Wellcome Trust As Hub Partnership Manager at the Wellcome Trust I look after a dynamic new space 

on the 5th floor of Wellcome Collection which is home to an international team of scientists, humanists, artists, 

clinicians, public health experts, broadcasters and public engagement professionals. My job is to work across this 

interdisciplinary research collective, engaging with Wellcome Trust staff, researchers, the local community, public and 

other audiences.  Prior to this, I set up and delivered the first three Imperial Festivals at Imperial College London and 

project managed National initiatives such as Wonder, Art and Science on the Brain in 2013 for the Wellcome Trust and 

the National BioBlitz in 2010 for Bristol Natural History Consortium (BNHC). Email:  h.martin@wellcome.ac.uk 

 

Wendy Matcham, Economic and Social Research Council Wendy works within the Health and Human Behaviour team 

at ESRC. She is responsible for investments related to Education, Linguistics and psychology.  

Email:  wendy.matcham@ahrc.ac.uk 

 

Katherine Mathieson, British Science Association Katherine Mathieson is the Director of Programmes for the British 

Science Association, which includes oversight of the annual British Science Festival, British Science Week, the Science 

Communication Conference, our UK-wide network of local branches and the CREST Awards and CREST Star 

programmes and National Science + Engineering Competition for school students. Katherine has previously held roles 

at a range of science-based organisations, including Nesta, the Forensic Science Service, Science Line and Merck.  

Email:  katherine.mathieson@britishscienceassociation.org 



 

Martina Matrtajova, The University of Edinburgh I am a fourth-year student of BSc Mathematics and Business Studies 

at the University of Edinburgh, aiming to graduate with a first-class degree in summer 2015. I have been a part of the 

Mathematics Outreach Team at the university for three years. As a member, I worked at the International Science 

Festival in Edinburgh, the Royal Institution Masterclasses, organised a Mathematical Jewellery making workshop & 

facilitated Cantor's Contest & Maths & Magic Cabaret night during Innovative Learning Week at the university. My time 

has recently been heavily invested in building the Scottish Mega-Menger. Enrolling on a Mathematics Education course 

has provided me with a chance to study & apply the theories of learning to primary school classes and 'Maths in 

context' talks. Through SCI-FUN (The Scottish Science and Technology Roadshow) My creativity has also been stretched 

in Wachumba Native summer-camps, where we design the program, lessons, workshops, exercises and games in order 

to create a wonderful English learning environment and unforgettable summer memories for kids.  

Email: mmatrtajova@gmail.com 

 

Clare Matterson, Wellcome Trust Clare Matterson is Director of Strategy at the Wellcome Trust with its global mission 

to improve human and animal health.  She leads on development of strategy, policy, advocacy and education, 

communicating the work of the Trust, leading grant management and incubating new initiatives.   

From 2004 to 2014, Clare was Director of Culture & Society at the Wellcome Trust. With a small team, she conceived 

and led the first 10 years of Wellcome Collection - the Trust's highly acclaimed public venue.  She was responsible for 

bringing the arts and humanities into the core of the Trust's work and for extending its activities to engage the public 

with science.  Passionate about education, Clare led the Wellcome Trust's initiative to create the National Science 

Learning Centre a partnership with the UK Government to drive improvement in science education.  She is currently 

Chair of the National Forum for Public Engagement with STEM. Email:  l.browne@wellcome.ac.uk 

 

Helen May, University of Warwick Helen builds and co-ordinate the University's links with the local community. She 

also facilitates the University's Public Engagement Network and Steering Group. Email:  helen.may@warwick.ac.uk 

 

Louise Maythorne, Bath Spa University Louise Maythorne is the Knowledge Exchange Officer for Bath Spa University.  

She works across all Schools and subject areas to facilitate collaboration with non-academic partners, and is responsible 

for the University's Public Engagement Steering Group. Email: l.maythorne@bathspa.ac.uk 

 

Louella McCarthy, University of Wollongong My interests span community engagement theory and practice, medical 

history and heritage, and women’s history. Current projects include a comparative study of women medical educators; 

a history of women’s medical professionalism; and community based medical education (with Durham University, UK).  

My PhD was awarded by UNSW in 2002 for a thesis examining gender in medicine. I co-edit Palgrave Macmillan’s 

Gender & History series, and reviews editor for Metascience and Health & History. I am Immediate Past President of 

the Australian & New Zealand Society of the History of Medicine. Email:  lesleyp@uow.edu.au 

 

Morag McDermont, University of Bristol  Email:  h.andrews@bristol.ac.uk 

 

Caroline McDonald, Museum of London Caroline McDonald is the Senior Curator for Prehistory and Roman at the 

Museum of London. She has recently led the organisation through the creation of its Content Framework using 

storytelling as way of encouraging organisational change. She has worked in museums since 2003, following a prior 

career in television broadcast. Email:  cmcdonald@museumoflondon.org.uk 

 

Megan McGurk, University of Strathclyde Megan McGurk is an administrator at the University of Strathclyde with five 

years experience under her belt. She started her career as a Modern Apprentice within Research & Knowledge 

Exchange Services (RKES) and after two years work based study, Megan gained her HNC in Business Administration. 

During her apprenticeship she impressed to the extent of being offered a permanent post as part of the support staff in 

2009.  Megan is currently working on Images of Research, an annual competition aimed at researchers, challenging 

them to explain their research through an image and short story. Email:   megan.mcgurk@strath.ac.uk 

 

James Mckay, University of Leeds James Mckay is the manager of two EPSRC Centres for Doctoral Training at the 

University of Leeds - Low Carbon Technologies and Bioenergy. James is a professional artist and has recently led the 



outreach project 'Dreams of a Low Carbon Future' funded by the Royal Academy of Engineering (£25k). This project 

involved the creation of a graphic novel which was shortlisted for the NCCPE Engage Awards 2014.  

Email:  j.mckay@leeds.ac.uk 

 

Emma McKenna, Queen's University Belfast Dr Emma McKenna is Co-ordinator of The Science Shop at Queens 

University Belfast, working with community based organisations to develop research projects suitable for completion 

by students.  After completing her PhD in Sociology, where she taught womens studies and sociology at undergraduate 

level, she worked in research and policy in voluntary organisations for a number of years. She has researched and 

supported public engagement internationally, and mentored new Science Shops across the UK and Ireland and in India, 

Canada, France and Norway. She has also worked at a policy level as part of the EU funded PERARES project (Public 

Engagement with Research and Research Engagement with Society), which examined mechanisms for engaging the 

public with research, producing policy briefs on public engagement through the curriculum and the views of research 

funders across Europe on public engagement. Email:  science.shop@qub.ac.uk 

 

Wendy McMahon, UEA Dr Wendy McMahon is a Senior Lecturer in Literature at the University of East Anglia and a co-

pi on the UEA's RCUK School: University Partnership Initiative. Email:  w.mcmahon@uea.ac.uk 

 

Peter McOwan, Queen Mary University of London Peter is a Professor of Computer Science at Queen Mary. His 

interdisciplinary research interests are in visual perception, mathematical models for visual processing, in particular 

motion, cognitive science and biologically inspired hardware and software. He was coordinator of the successful Living 

with Robots and Interactive Companions (LIREC) project, one of the EU's largest robotics projects, developing long-term 

synthetic companions, and is currently coordinator of an EU Science in Society grant Teaching Enquiry with Mysteries 

Incorporated (TEMI), using magic, myths and mysteries to promote enquiry-based education in Europe. He is an 

investigator on the EPSRC programme grant CHI+MED exploring design to reduce human errors in medical software 

and an EPSRC Partnership for Public Engagement Scheme Computer Science for Fun (CS4fn), an outreach project to 

enthuse school children about computer science research.  He was a founder member of the Computing at Schools 

network, was elected a National Teaching Fellow by the Higher Education Academy in 2008 and was awarded the 2011 

IET Mountbatten Medal for his work in promoting computer science to diverse audiences. He also co-created with 

Queen Mary Innovation (QMI) the QApps venture, which develops commercial smartphone apps from staff and student 

research. Email:  p.mcowan@qmul.ac.uk 

 

Ellen Meek, University of Oxford I spent six years as a companion animal veterinary surgeon before I decided to fully 

embrace my passion for public engagement and science communication. I completed a Master's in Science 

Communication at Imperial College and an internship in the Medical Sciences Division at the University of Oxford. 

During my internship I researched and wrote a report on internal support for public engagement. 

  I now work at the University of Oxford and divide my time between administration of internal research funding in the 

Medical Sciences Office and working as Outreach and Public Engagement Officer in the Nuffield Department of 

Orthopaedics, Rheumatology and Musculoskeletal Sciences.  Email:  ellen.meek@ndorms.ox.ac.uk 

 

Clare Melhuish, UCL Dr Clare Melhuish is Research Associate in university-led urban regeneration, at the Urban 

Laboratory, UCL Email: clare.melhuish@ucl.ac.uk 

 

Barbara Melville, MRC Centre for Regenerative Medicine Barbara Melville is a science writer, editor and book critic. 

Specialising in creative nonfiction, she's published blogs, articles and educational materials on a wide range of science 

subjects, including genetics, medicine and astrophysics. She's currently Writer in Residence at the MRC Centre for 

Regenerative Medicine, where she assists with various public engagement projects. She's also on the board of the 

Association of British Science Writers, and is creative director of Edinburgh-based storytelling collective Illicit Ink.  

Email:  babsmelville@gmail.com 

 

Jonathan Godshaw, Memel, University of Exeter Jonathan Memel is a final-year PhD student in English and Champion 

for Public Engagement with Postgraduate Research at the University of Exeter. His practice-based research project, 

'Hardy and Education', is undertaken in collaboration with the National Trust. In May 2014 Jonathan led training 



sessions on public engagement for postgraduate researchers as part of Exeter's three-year, RCUK-funded, 'Catalyst' 

project. Email:  L.S.Spence@exeter.ac.uk 

 

Patrick Middleton, BBSRC Patrick heads up BBSRC's Engagement Team and is responsible for BBSRC's public 

engagement strategy and delivery. Patrick has a broad range of public engagement and science communication 

experience, from developing travelling exhibitions to conceiving and managing complex deliberative dialogue exercises. 

Email: patrick.middleton@bbserc.ac.uk 

 

Kate Miller, University of Bristol Kate works with staff and students wishing to engage audiences beyond academia; 

this includes helping researchers develop, evaluate and obtain resources for their projects, as well as managing various 

public engagement projects.  She also works with academics to articulate public engagement as part of the impact 

agenda. She is currently leading on embedding engaged learning in the student curriculum.  

Email:  kate.miller@bristol.ac.uk 

 

Juliet Millican, University of Brighton Juliet Millican has worked for Cupp at the University of Brighton for the past 

eight years. Prior to that she was involved in adult literacy, non formal education and Access to Higher Education 

programmes. Her key interests include Student Community Engagement and the role of universities in conflict. She is 

course leader for the PG Cert in Communities, Engagement and Enterprise at Brighton and has recently launched a new 

course in 'Developing Community University Partnerships' to be run in Brighton and on line from next April. Her book 

'Learning to make a difference, Student Community Engagement and the Higher Education curriculum is published by 

NIACE this week. Email:  J.MIllican@brighton.ac.uk 

 

Laura Milner, University of Birmingham Laura Milner has worked in the visual arts sector since 2007, beginning her 

career as Programme Administrator (2007-9) and Programme Coordinator (2009-11) Birmingham Centre for Media Arts 

(VIVID), and now works as Programme Manager at Vivid Projects (2012-present). Alongside her role at Vivid Projects, 

Laura works as part of the University of Birmingham's Cultural Engagement Team where she is employed as Cultural 

Partnerships Manager with responsibility for a portfolio of projects between the University and its cultural partners. 

 She has also worked on a number of freelance contracts most notably as Event Coordinator for Capsule (2013), Festival 

Coordinator for Supersonic Festival (2011, 2012), Festival Coordinator for Fierce Festival (2012) and Event Coordinator 

for LGBT Pride Walsall (2012). Laura graduated from Birmingham Institute of Art and Design (BCU) with an MA in 

Contemporary Curatorial Practice in 2010, and graduated from University of Leeds in 2004 with BA (Hons)., 

Communications with Philosophy. Email:   l.c.milner@bham.ac.uk 

 

Ivvet Modinou, British Science Association I have recently joined the British Science Association to take on the new 

role of Head of Engagement. Previously, I led the science communication team at the Natural History Museum. 

 I am now responsible for all the BSA public-facing programmes and I am leading on delivering the Association's new 

vision of making science part of culture. I'm particularly interested in how science festivals, citizen science and digital 

engagement can help us achieve this. Email:  ivvet.modinou@britishscienceassociation.org 

 

Gemma Moore, UCL I am the Evaluation Officer for the UCL Public Engagement Unit Email:  gemma.moore@ucl.ac.uk 

 

Rhian Melita Morris, Swansea University I work on the EPSRC  funded Impact Acceleration Account, the aim of which is 

to promote, celebrate and reward impact through a series of sandpits, workshops, placements to and from industry 

and to organise annual Impact Awards ceremonies. I've helped develop the impact strategy for the institution and take 

the lead on the public engagement strand, embedding, supporting and coordinating public engagement activity. 

Previously I worked on the Bridging the Gaps Programme (EPSRC), promoting interdisciplinary research and 

collaboration, through a series of seedcorn funding rounds and events which facilitated this and supported Swansea 

University festival of research. I'm a PhD student exploring public engagement with research. I'm particularly interested 

in online tools and social media and the impact these media have on different publics and at how Arts and Humanities 

methods, models and practices can be replicated and adopted by the Sciences, and explore how these practices can 

evolve to fit the Science public engagement agenda.  I feel passionately about promoting the benefits of public 

engagement at Swansea University. Email:  r.m.morris@swansea.ac.uk 

 



Sara Moseley, Cardiff University I am a senior civil servant and communications specialist with experience in the 

health, economic development and government sectors. I am on secondment to Cardiff University from the Welsh 

Government and am developing a number of new initiatives including the Centre for Community Journalism, one of the 

University's flagship engagement projects Email: saar.moseley@btinternet.com 

 

Kathryn Muir, University of Cambridge Kathryn Muir works in the Public Engagement team at the University of 

Cambridge. In this role she coordinates a Community Knowledge Exchange programme, matching research requests 

from civil society organisations with student dissertation opportunities. She also helps coordinate ESRC-supported 

Impact Acceleration workshops, connecting researchers in the social sciences with representatives from external 

organisations for the purpose of knowledge exchange. She administrates an award scheme for student, staff and 

graduate social entrepreneurs. Kathryn has a BA in Sociology from the University of Leeds, and is studying part time at 

the University of Bristol for an MSc in Policy Research. Prior to her current role she worked in various roles in local 

government, in the areas of Housing Benefit, Childrens Social Care and Community Development.  

Email:  kathryn.muir@admin.cam.ac.uk 

 

Henk Mulder, University of Groningen Dr. Henk Mulder (1964) has been Coordinator of the Science Shop of Groningen 

University since 1989. The Science Shop mediates research requests from civil society organisations and finds students 

and staff who will do research on these questions, as part of the curriculum. Henk is also Lecturer in Science & Society 

Studies and Head of the Educational Board of the 2-year Master Program Science Communication. He led the EU 

funded project PERARES (Public Engagement with Research and Research Engagement with Society), which ran from 

2010 to November 2014. With 25 partners in 16 countries it strengthened co-operation between researchers and CSOs 

in setting research agendas. Henk partners in the new EU project Engage2020, aiming to advance engagement in H2020 

projects. Henk holds an MSc in Chemistry and a PhD in Energy and Environmental Sciences and was one of the initiators 

for the international science shop network Living Knowledge. Email:  h.a.j.mulder@rug.nl 

 

Julie Murphy, Newcastle University I am a mitochondrial biologist working within the Wellcome trust Centre for 

Mitochondrial Research. I studied within the department for a master's in research and subsequently for a PhD 

investigating exercise therapy to treat patients with mitochondrial myopathy. I currently work as a research associate 

studying therapeutic interventions for patients with mitochondrial myopathy. My main passion is patient care, 

engagement and empowerment. I feel privileged to work within the mitochondrial patient community and hope that 

through engagement activities I can make the sometimes complex science more accessible to patients, their families 

and the general public. Email: julie.murphy@ncl.ac.uk 

 

Karen Musk, University of Portsmouth I am a Research Manager within the University of Portsmouth's Research and 

Innovation Services department.  I manage our Research Grants team and work with our Faculties on the development 

and implementation of the University, Faculty and Centre/Institute research strategies and plans.  My role is to provide 

advice and support for strategies, plans and projects in response to activities in the national and international research 

funding arena and in line with sector best-practice. I am a Biology/Geography graduate from Keele University, with a 

research background in agricultural and environmental science and with experience of working for a large multinational 

on field trials management, global product development and European product registration. I joined the University of 

Portsmouth in 2007, initially as a Research Grants Officer, and was appointed to Research Manager in July 2013.  

Email: Karen.musk@port.ac.uk 

 

Katie Nania, Cancer Research UK I have recently joined Cancer Research UK as Senior Involvement Officer in the 

Patient Involvement Team. I am specifically working on creating a culture of involvement where staff across the 

organisation have the confidence, skills and knowledge to meaningfully involve people affected by cancer in their work, 

while ensuring everyone involved has a consistently positive experience. Email:  katie.nania@cancer.org.uk 

 

Mandy Naylor, Shared Future CIC I am one of 5 directors of Shared Future CIC (SFCIC) and also run my own consultancy 

Latent Promise. I've been a community representative on the advisory board for the Catalysts research programme at 

Lancaster University since January 2012 http://www.catalystproject.org.uk/team/ and delivered joint seminars: I 

provide sustainability support for community groups taking part in the research and have also partnered with other 

parts of Lancaster University to deliver bootcamps/workshops on social enterprise. I have taken part in research for the 



Digital Brain Switch project led by a group of four universities to look at strategies for work/life balance for social 

entrepreneurs. Email:  mandy.naylor@sharedfuturecic.org.uk 

 

Roger Newport, University of Nottingham Creator of body illusions used for scientific research and public engagement. 

Email:   roger.newport@nottingham.ac.uk 

 

Michael Noble, University of Nottingham I have made it my mission to help others to engage with education and 

information and to do so while continuing to learn myself. After spending several years working in the adult education 

and skills sector, I have been very fortunate to move into higher education and to a project that is designed to 

encourage people to discover the history and legacy of the First World War. My role is to support individuals and 

groups as they develop projects to commemorate the war centenary.  Email:  michael.noble@nottingham.ac.uk 

 

Jelena Nolan Miljevic, University of Bristol Jelena is into impact of research beyond academia, always on the lookout 

for the new approaches to impact and ways to understand and implement them. At the time, she works as Impact 

Intern for Research, Enterprise, Development at University of Bristol. During the time she was with RED, she designed a 

couple of analytical tools and produced several booklets about impact beyond academia.  She believes that there is no 

significant difference between public engagement and impact activities and that the actors from both fields should 

work as a team, in order to approach the research to public and change the relevant worlds for the better.  In her other 

life, she is writing up PhD about changing the stories about search for parent undertaken by non-adopted people.  

In her spare time she plans her wedding, reads science fiction and makes food in ceramic pots.  

 Email:  edjnm@bristol.ac.uk 

 

Tacita Nye, Babraham Institute Tacita joined the Babraham Institute in 2013 and works to support Institute's 

Knowledge Exchange, Commercialisation and Public Engagement programmes.  As such, her work is very varied, 

organising conferences and events, public engagement opportunities and supporting our commercial endeavours. 

Email:  Tacita.Nye@babraham.ac.uk 

 

Jane Ogden, University of Surrey Jane Ogden is a Professor of Health Psychology, and the Director of the University of 

Surrey's PHD Programme. Her research interests include eating behaviour and obesity, communication in the 

consultation and women's health. Email:  max.landry@theconversation.com 

 

Greg Oldfield, University of Sheffield Greg is the Head of Public Engagement & Impact Team at the University of 

Sheffield. The Team is central to the University of Sheffield’s RCUK Catalyst award Remaking the Civic University: 

Creating New Cultural Standards for Public Engagement.  Greg is responsible for managing the team to achieve three 

main aims; to embed a culture of public engagement in the university, support academics at all career stages who want 

to do public engagement and create opportunities for public engagement through engagement platforms.  Greg has 

worked at the University of Sheffield for 5 years, has previously worked as the Head of Fundraising at Bluebell Wood 

Children’s Hospice and in Corporate Fundraising at Cancer Research UK, ChildLine and Breakthrough Breast Cancer.  

Greg recently achieved a distinction in an MA in Working with Communities at the University of Sheffield.  Greg is a 

trustee for the charity Inspiration for Life, a keen spinner, Agatha Christie fan and music lover.  

Email:  G.m.oldfield@sheffield.ac.uk 

 

Sandy Oliver, Institute of Education - UCL My special interest involves making knowledge more democratic, through 

public involvement in doing and using research, and synthesising and sharing research literature. Ten years as an 

advocate of maternity service users was followed by an academic career developing systems to support public 

involvement in research and policy, nationally and internationally. Email:  s.oliver@ioe.ac.uk 

 

Martin O'Neill, Cardiff University I am currently working on the Strong Communities Healthier People (SCHeP) initiative 

which is one of Cardiff University's five flagship engagement projects.  This project is working with communities in the 

Cardiff City region with the aim of tackling poverty and inequality. Email: oneillm2@cf.ac.uk 

 

Imo Otoro, Wellcome Trust I'm a public engagement and communications trainee at the Wellcome Trust.  I have a 

keen interest in promoting science through education, entertainment and the arts, particularly engaging local 



communities.  I am committed to placing creative science engagement in a wider cultural context by supporting 

creative and playful approaches to public engagement with experience at festivals and public programming at the 

Wellcome Collection. Email:  l.otero@wellcome.ac.uk 

 

Heather Parker, Coventry University Heather Parker is the project manager of Coventry University's new 

Neighbourhood University.  She has many years experience of working within communities in the voluntary, statutory 

and now the University sectors. Email:  heather.parker@coventry.ac.uk 

 

Dominic Passfield, QAA Dominic is currently responsible for developing and implementing the Employer Engagement 

strategy at the UK Quality Assurance Agency for Higher Education (QAA). This involves bringing together employer 

groups and UK universities in order to ensure graduates are ready for employment. He is responsible for commissioning 

national research and creating strategic partnerships to develop and strengthen the contribution of employers to the 

academic quality and standards of UK higher education. In his previous posts at QAA Dominic has been responsible for 

embedding student engagement into QAA's processes and practices and he has led the review of student assessment 

practices in UK Higher Education. His passion and background lies with student engagement, where he has expertise in 

managing projects and implementing initiatives to empower students to drive the enhancement of their educational 

experience. Dominic joined QAA from the National Coordinating Centre for Public Engagement (NCCPE), where he was 

Project Officer working on the vinspired students project hosted by NCCPE. Other experience has involved him working 

with Bristol City Council ensuring the spin was of top quality and some policy support work for the Vice Chancellor at 

the University of the West of England (UWE). He has also done some freelance speechwriting and he is the former 

President of the Students Union at UWE. Email: h.dent@qaa.ac.uk 

 

Siobhan Petrie, University of Glasgow I am the Communications Officer working with the MRC - University of Glasgow 

Centre for Virus Research and Glasgow Polyomics. I have a first class honours degree in Biomedical Science combined 

with 9 year's experience working in marketing, communications and events. Email:  siobhanpetrie@yahoo.co.uk 

 

Steve Pool, Poly-technic I am a freelance Artists working within education, research, galleries exhibitions.  I am 

currently a community based Co-investigator working on Artists Legacy - the studio project and artist in residence on 

the cross council funded Imagine project.  I am a member of the UK community partner network.  

Email:  spsheff@aol.com 

 

Matt Postles, Bristol Natural History Consortium Matt works for Bristol Natural History Consortium, a charitable 

partnership of 12 big name organisations from the worlds of conservation, media, research and policy engaging people 

with the natural world through collaborative action. Matt works on both public and professional partnership 

programmes setting up large scale events and projects such as The Festival of Nature, BioBlitz and Communicate 

conference. www.bnhc.org.uk. Email:   matt@bnhc.org.uk 

 

Philip Pothen, AHRC Philip is the Head of Communications for the AHRC which includes responsibility for Public 

Engagement. He is the AHRC representative on the cross-Council Public Engagement with Research Network.  

Email:  p.pothen@ahrc.ac.uk 

 

Barbara Potter, University of the West of England (UWE) I am working as an associate lecturer at UWE teaching on the 

specialist community public health nursing programme (SCPHN)with lead responsibility for embedding service user 

participation into how the programme is taught to students. I am currently undertaking a research project to find out 

from service users, students and lecturers the best way of achieving this. We are currently working with service user 

groups in Bristol and Plymouth where the programme is taught to advance this further.  

Email:  barbara2.potter@uwe.ac.uk 

 

Alison Powell, University of St Andrews Health services researcher at the Social Dimensions of Health Institute at the 

Universities of Dundee & St Andrews. As a patient, a former health professional and now a researcher, I am Interested 

in how research can be used more effectively in the NHS. Email: aep2@st-andrews.ac.uk 

 

mailto:aep2@st-andrews.ac.uk


Anna Powell, University of Huddersfield Anna Powell is a Research Assistant in Contemporary Art in the School of Art, 

Design and Architecture. As a member of the executive committee for the Centre for Collaborative Heritage Research 

at the University of Leeds, Anna’s role includes organising seminars and networking events that bring together arts and 

heritage professionals to discuss contemporary issues in the cultural sector  Email:  s.g.matthewman@hud.ac.uk 

 

Nongyao Premkamolnetr, Knowledge Network Institute of Thailand In addition to her position as Deputy Executive 

Director, Dr Premkamolnetr has served as an assistant to the Secretary-General of the Engagement Thailand, a central 

network setup by member universities around the country to promote university-community engagement.  She is also 

a senior project manager for the Deans for Change programme at the Knowledge Network Institute of Thailand (KNIT) 

and as the assistant to the head of the Thai-Journal Citation Index Centre in Bangkok. Prior to her current work, Dr 

Premkamolnetr helped design and develop the KNIT's University Governance Programme for university council board 

members. She also performed research at King Mongkut's University of Technology Thonburi.  A specialist in 

bibliometrics and scholarly communications, Dr Premkamolnetr received the AusAID scholarship and holds a Ph.D. in 

information and library studies from the Curtin University of Technology in Australia. Email:  nongyao@knit.or.th 

 

Alex Pryce, Arts and Humanities Research Council Alex Pryce works on press, media and public engagement at the 

AHRC. She is responsible for delivering the New Generation Thinkers programme and delivering media training to AHRC 

researchers. She recently completed a DPhil on contemporary Northern Irish poetry at the University of Oxford.  

Email:  a.pryce@ahrc.ac.uk 

 

Katarzyna Przybycien, Heriot Watt University Katarzyna works as a Public Engagement Co-ordinator at Heriot Watt 

University. She has been involved in the public engagement agenda in various capacities throughout her career. This 

involved hands on activities with general public, research at a EPSRC funded ISSUES project focused on knowledge 

exchange, impact evaluation of an European funded project led by Edinburgh Napier University as well as her own 

doctoral thesis, which she is currently finalising. Email: k.e.przybycien@hw.ac.uk 

 

Kate Pullinger, Bath Spa University Kate Pullinger writes novels, short stories, and digital fiction, including multimedia 

collaborative works. Her most recent work is 'Letter to an Unknown Soldier'; a digital war memorial written by more 

than 21,000 people to mark the centenary of World War One. http://www.1418now.org.uk/letter/  Her new novel, 

Landing Gear, (Doubleday Random House/ Touchstone Simon and Schuster, 2014); it expands and augments the story 

of her digital work, Flight Paths, http://www.flightpaths.net Her novel, The Mistress of Nothing, won the Governor 

General's Award for Fiction in 2009, Canada's oldest and most prestigious literary prize; it was longlisted for both the 

Giller Prize and the Dublin IMPAC Award. Her digital fiction, Inanimate Alice, http://www.inanimatealice.com has won 

numerous prizes and accolades and has become a leading title in the field of digital literacy and pedagogy. She is 

Professor of Creative Writing and Digital Media at Bath Spa University where she leads a cohort of Digital 

Writing/Transmedia PhD students. Email:  p.williams@bathspa.ac.uk 

 

Lorelei Randall, Cardiff University Lorelei is the Assistant Engagement Officer in Cardiff Universitys' Engagement team. 

Lorelei is responsible for co-ordinating the teams internal and external communications and also manages a range of 

events designed to increase awareness of the Universitys work amongst external audiences. She also provides support 

to the Universitys Flagship Engagement Projects and assists with the development of toolkits and training materials to 

help build capacity for public engagement across the University. Email:  RandallL@cardiff.ac.uk 

 

Heather Rea, The University of Edinburgh Heather is the Project Lead for the Beltane Public Engagement Network.  

Previously she worked as the Deputy Director of the Edinburgh Beltane, one of the six UK Beacons for Public 

Engagement.  In addition to providing creative direction for the Beltane Public Engagement Network, she mentors and 

supports the Beltane Public Engagement Fellows, teaches on the University of Edinburgh's MSc in Science 

Communication and Public Engagement and works to highlight the benefits of public engagement with research to 

university management, funders and policy makers.  She has a degree and PhD in Mechanical Engineering and has 11 

years research experience in Engineering Knowledge Management. Previously she also ran two EPSRC and one RAEng 

Public Engagement Projects taking engineering activities to local schools and the Edinburgh International Science 

Festival. Email: h.j.rea@ed.ac.uk 

 



Karen Roome, Glasgow Caledonian University Dr Karen Roome is a Lecturer/Programme Leader for the MSc in Health 

and Social Care programme at GCU and a Community and Public Engagement Fellow. Karen worked initially in general 

nursing, midwifery and health visiting and was employed in clinical practice in these areas until 2001. Throughout her 

career she has had a strong commitment to Community and Public Engagement working as a Public Health Practitioner, 

completing a Masters in Public Health at the University of Glasgow and as the programme Leader for the MSc Public 

qualification at GCU. This programme has a strong emphasis on providing students with the knowledge and skills to 

work with communities, public and third sector organisations to improve health and wellbeing. Karen completed the 

Professional Doctorate for Health and Social Care Professionals in 2014 with her project entitled 'Climbing the ladder: 

supporting consumers to become active research partners in a Scottish Consumer Panel for Osteoarthritis Research'. 

Email:  Karen.Roome@gcu.ac.uk 

 

Kirsty Ross, University of Strathclyde Dr Kirsty Ross is a postdoctoral research associate in SIPBS and has co-authored 

five papers. She graduated from the University of Edinburgh in 2005 with a 2:1 Honours degree in Biological Sciences: 

Microbiology & Infection. She completed a PhD in 'Novel strategies for the prevention and treatment of pneumococcal 

disease' at the University of Glasgow funded by the BBSRC. Her research interests include rheumatoid arthritis, pain 

models, immunology, microbiology and vaccine development, with a particular interest in in vivo imaging systems 

utilising bio- and chemiluminescence and fluorescence. She is actively involved in multiple aspects of public 

engagement and STEM outreach. She won her zone in the 'I'm A Scientist, Get Me Out Of Here!' competition in June 

2012 and has volunteered with STEM and the charity Understanding Animal Research. Email:  kirsty.ross@strath.ac.uk 

 

Emma Rothero, The Open University Emma Rothero has overseen the outreach and project management elements of 

the floodplain meadows partnership since 2008 and delivers a programme of activities relating to the engagement of 

end users with floodplain meadow research and the engagement of volunteers in the collection and interpreation of 

scientific data. She has a background in the UK wetland conservation sector, having previously worked with the 

Environment Agency advising on impacts on wetland biodiversity from development activities.  

Email:  emma.rothero@open.ac.uk 

 

Kryssa Roycroft, University of Nottingham Catalyst Administrator, provides all administrative support for the 

Nottingham Catalyst programme. Nottingham Catalyst is funded by Research Councils UK (RCUK).  Our priority will be 

accessing hard to reach communities that do not traditionally engage with Higher Education, including Third Sector 

organisations (voluntary and community organisations, charities, social enterprises), Health Users and communities, 

and the 'Citizen on the street'•. Email:   kryssa.roycroft@nottingham.ac.uk 

 

Charlotte Russell, Eden Project Programme manager for Eden Project Learning, Incorporating Apprenticeships scheme 

and Degree programme. Email:  bherrington@edenproject.com 

 

Tove Samzelius, Single Parent Action Network Tove Samzelius is the Director of SPAN Family & Study Centre a 

groundbreaking multi-cultural support and learning centre for families situated in one of the most deprived and 

ethnically diverse areas of Bristol. Tove has worked for SPAN since 2006 and has extensive experience of managing and 

developing innovative projects designed to empower and support single parents experiencing poverty and 

disadvantage. Many of these projects have focused on offering holistic support to single parents that are trying to move 

in to employment. She has designed and managed participatory research projects focusing on the experiences of single 

parent families facing poverty and social exclusion. Tove is a community representative on a number of Connected 

Communities academic research programmes and has a keen interest in co-production and community engagement. 

Before joining SPAN, Tove worked as a researcher specialising in gender and migration. She has also worked in the 

European Parliament and is a fluent speaker of five languages. She has Master degrees in Social Science Research 

Methods and in Sociology.  Email:  tove@spanuk.org.uk 

 

Margarida Sardo, The University of the West of England Dr Margarida Sardo has expertise in both environmental and 

science communication research. She has a first degree in Biology and a PhD in Environmental Toxicology. In 2009 she 

moved into science communication, from a background in the natural sciences. Recent projects include evaluation of 

science communication activities, research into informal learning and exploring the science-policy gap in Portugal, 



specifically exploring the communication practices and needs of policy-makers and those who supply them with 

scientific evidence Email:  margarida.sardo@uwe.ac.uk 

 

Elizabeth Scanlon, University of Edinburgh I joined the Beltane Public Engagement team based at the University of 

Edinburgh on a part-time basis in September 2014 to work on a number of projects including the regional FameLab 

heat and final. The remainder of my role falls into the area of researcher development which has been my background 

for over 5 years.  Email:  elizabeth.scanlon@ed.ac.uk 

 

Lynn Scarff, Science Gallery Dublin Lynn Scarff began working with Science Gallery in 2006 with Founding Director 

Michael John Gorman, and in that time she has been involved in all aspects of the  development of the organisation; 

from the programmes delivered to the fundraising and marketing strategy behind them. Now Director of Science 

Gallery Dublin, Lynn is responsible for devising compelling programmes that engage diverse audiences on themes that 

cross boundaries and disciplines and ensuring Science Gallery Dublin continues to experiment and take risks at the 

boundaries of science and art. Email:  lynn.scarff@dublin.sciencegallery.com 

 

Toby Shannon, Institute of Physics I'm the UK coordinator for the International Year of Light - the year-long, 

international celebration of light and light-based technologies taking place in 2015. I work at the Institute of Physics and 

my job is to bring together all the various organisations and individuals to make 2015 a success! We'll be running a wide 

range of national activities as well as supporting the public engagement activities of others - I'm really keen to hear 

your ideas for 2015 and how we can help you! I've been working in public engagement for the past 5 years at 

organisations such as the British Science Association and the Science and Technology Facilities Council and I have a 

Masters in Science Communication from the University of the West of England. Email:  toby.shannon@iop.org 

 

Chloe Sheppard, Wellcome Trust I have responsibility for the support the Wellcome Trust provides for our researchers 

to engage with the public.  This includes policies and projects to embed public engagement within the culture of 

universities, and advice, training and opportunities for researchers wanting to develop their engagement practice.  I 

have worked in public engagement for over ten years including at Research Councils UK (as Senior Policy Manager for 

Public Engagement with Research) and at the Royal Society (supporting their Science in Society programme and then as 

Science Communication Manager with responsibility for the Society's public events programme). I studied biological 

sciences at the University of Exeter (BSc) and have an MSc in Science Communication from Imperial College London. 

Email: c.sheppard@wellcome.ac.uk 

 

Marion Sheridan, University of Strathclyde Marion is active in both academia and the arts, lecturing in Theatre, Voice 

and English Literature at the University of Strathclyde in Glasgow where she has taught Undergraduate, Postgraduate 

and Masters students since 1991. She works as a consultant on voice care and the development of effective verbal and 

non-verbal communication with a variety of groups and companies across Scotland and internationally. Marionâ€™s 

research interests lie in movement analysis, specifically the work of Rudolph Laban, and using drama/theatre method 

to provide a coherent framework for people to tell their storiesfrom adults to pre-school children. Labans movement 

elements can be applied to product design, image interpretation and developing of effective non-verbal 

communication.  Her publications include Rapid Response Research: Using Creative Arts Methods to Research the Lives 

of Disengaged Young People.  This was an ethnographic study, where researchers worked alongside participants, to 

capture and interrogate the meanings of the young peopleâ€™s lived experiences through their involvement with, for 

the most part, theatre /drama conventions. Her interdisciplinary projects focus on collaborations with arts and science 

based subjects. Email:  m.c.sheridan@strath.ac.uk 

 

Anita Shervington, Community Perspectives I am the Director of Community Perspectives - a successfully emerging 

Cultural Development Agency based in Burmingham, dedicated to increasing Diversity in Science, Technology, 

Engineering , Maths and Medicine (STEMM). With a particular focus on those groups who are most underrepresented 

in these fields - and under-served. My background is in community health, and development, working across public, 

private and charitable sectors.  Email:  Anitashervington@hotmail.com 

 

Kenneth Skeldon, University of Aberdeen Ken's passion for public engagement began through his research career, 

supported by personal Fellowships from the Royal Society of Edinburgh and the Science and Technology Facilities 



Council. In 2005 he was awarded a NESTA Fellowship for public engagement and has been involved in outreach projects 

around the world. Ken is a past winner of the Nature Sci-Art prize, a current Associate of the National Coordinating 

Centre for Public Engagement at UWE and an Honorary Fellow of the British Science Association. In 2012 he received an 

MBE in the Queen's Birthday Honours for services to community engagement. Email: k.skeldon@abdn.ac.uk 

 

David Sleight, University of Lincoln Following a successful career for the BBC in London in charge of post-production 

for programmes such as Tomorrow's World, David joined the University of Lincoln in 2000 to help establish the Lincoln 

School of Media, and later run the Faculty of Media, Humanities and Technology. He has recently been appointed the 

University's first Dean of Public Engagement. This role sees David building on his knowledge of the city and county and 

is helping set the University's ambitions and achievements in a national context. He is Chair of Board for Lincolnshire 

Heritage Trust, Lincoln City Council Historic Environment Advisory Panel and a trustee for the Lincoln Book Festival and 

the Media Archive for Central England. He firmly believes that the Magna Carta commemorations offer an opportunity 

for vital developments in heritage and tourism developments in the city and county and he is determined to ensure a 

stronger national profile in the national public mind for his home city of Lincoln. In April, David was appointed Audience 

Council England Chair for Yorkshire & Lincolnshire by the BBC Trust. Email:  dsleight@lincoln.ac.uk 

 

Dee Smart, UWE, Bristol Dee works as a co-ordinator of public engagement at the University of the West of England, in 

particular large scale public events involving researchers and students across the university.  

Email:  dee.smart@uwe.ac.uk 

 

Dawn Smith, University of Edinburgh Dawn graduated with a BA (hons) in Italian and Spanish Studies (Lancaster 

University) and MA in Intercultural Communication (University of Sheffield).  She has since worked in the higher 

education and third sectors in a number of roles.  She has managed the Student Community Engagement  Project at the 

University of Edinburgh since February 2014 and works with community partners across Scotland.  

Email:  dawn.smith@ed.ac.uk 

 

Suzanne Spicer, The University of Manchester Suzanne Spicer is the Social Responsibility Manager working on the 

University’s innovative Making A Difference strategic change initiative. She joined the University in August 2008 as the 

Beacon for Public Engagement Project Manager. Originally a secondary geography teacher, she spent over twenty years 

working in museum and heritage learning gaining extensive experience of working with the public. Suzanne was joint 

author of the Vitae ‘The Engaging Researcher’ booklet and regularly runs training workshops on public engagement and 

evaluation. Email:   suzanne.spicer@manchester.ac.uk 

 

Barry Squires, Bournemouth University Having taken up a secondment opportunity to work within the Research and 

Knowledge Exchange Office as their Public Engagement & Impact Manager until December 2014, my role is to support 

the operational plans for engaging the public with BU research in order to maximise its impact on society. Within this I 

support academics develop their engagement skills through various public activities most notably the Festival of 

Learning that I oversee with the support of various key internal stakeholders. Email:  bsquires@bournemouth.ac.uk 

 

Nicola Stacey, English Heritage Dr Nicola Stacey is a Senior Properties Historian at English Heritage, responsible for the 

presentation of English Heritage properties. She has recently worked with Brunel University on a production of 'Love's 

Welcome at Bolsover', the recreation of a 1634 royal entertainment as a performance research project.  

Email:  nicolastacey@hotmail.com 

 

Alison Stanley, LOUGHBOROUGH UNIVERSITY I work with the Leicester-Loughborough Diet, Exercise and Lifestyle 

Biomedical Research Unit (BRU) at Loughborough University as Theme Administrator, PPI event coordinator. I guess I 

landed this extremely interesting and diverse role, due to my employment background and transferable skills . For 

many years I was finance manager for Deaprtment of Health, followed by Clinical Trials administrator for two pharma 

companies. Eventually, redundancy fell on me, so I became Project coordinator & data control for engineering company 

and previously Office manager/PA to CEO of World renowned technology business. Each day brings different challenges 

within this role and working with such an enthusiastic team bring great rewards. PPI is in addition to my daily work and 

whilst having worked with the public, I had no knowledge of academia world. My personal goal for this event is to hear 



and understand more about the engagement challenges faced  by University/ hospital and participants, of which I now 

find part of my daily work. Email: a.stanley@lboro.ac.uk  

 

Ed Stevens, University of Bath Ed is Public Engagement Officer at the University of Bath, working on delivery of the 

Research Council UK's Catalyst Project that looks to embed a culture of public engagement at the University (see: 

www.bath.ac.uk/public-engagement for details of the work taking place at Bath). Email:  e.stevens@bath.ac.uk 

 

Mhairi Stewart, University of Glasgow With a background in molecular parasitology Mhairi is now developing public 

engagement over a range of audiences, ages and subject areas. This includes assisting and advising academics at all 

levels on all aspects of public engagement from funding to delivery. Mhairi's personal interests lie in engaging with 

communities of interest beyond the traditional audience spectrum. Email:  mhairi.stewart@glasgow.ac.uk 

 

Nicola Stock, The Roslin Institute, University of Edinburgh As Public Engagement Officer at The Roslin Institute, part of 

the University of Edinburgh and a BBSRC Institute, I am responsible for developing and co-ordinating our programme of 

public engagement with research, working with partners in the HEI and cultural sectors and beyond.  With a 

background in bioscience research and experience in the science centre sector, I'm keen to explore new ways of 

engaging the public with scientific research, particularly in the areas of dialogue and citizen science. 

 Email:  nicola.stock@roslin.ed.ac.uk 

 

Nicola Strafford, University of Sheffield Nicola Strafford is a Public Engagement Officer at the University of Sheffield. 

She has worked in the Public Engagement & Impact Team for one year and supports the Faculty of Medicine, Dentistry 

& Health at the University by helping to organise festivals and public engagement events. She also supports the 

University’s cross-Faculty public engagement activities including its involvement with Doc/Fest (an international 

documentary festival held annually in Sheffield) and Off the Shelf (the city’s literary festival). She also provides advice 

and guidance to academic and professional services staff on public engagement with research. Nicola has been at the 

University of Sheffield since 2011 and previously worked supporting research ethics, postgraduate quality assurance 

and the REF. Prior to starting at the University she worked for the Geographical Association, an educational charity 

which supports geography teachers. Nicola is a Geography graduate from the University of Manchester.  

Email: n.strafford@sheffield.ac.uk 

 

Veronica Strain, University of Nottingham Public Engagement with Research Manager, manages the Nottingham 

Catalyst programme linking research and public engagement across all faculties and schools at the University of 

Nottingham. Nottingham Catalyst is funded by Research Councils UK (RCUK).  Our priority will be accessing hard to 

reach communities that do not traditionally engage with Higher Education, including Third Sector organisations 

(voluntary and community organisations, charities, social enterprises), Health Users and communities, and the 'Citizen 

on the street'•Email:  Veronica.Strain@nottingham.ac.uk 

 

Lou Sumner, University of Oxford Lou manages a public engagement site called Oxford Sparks (www.oxfordsparks.net) 

which both brings together public facing science at Oxford and helps support researchers who are seeking to engage. 

Her broader role looks after everything to do with graduate students in the Mathematical, Physical and Life Sciences 

Division at the University of Oxford. Email:  louise.sumner@mpls.ox.ac.uk 

 

Stephen Swindells, University of Huddersfield Dr Steve Swindells is a Professor in Creative Practice. He was the former 

Director of Research and Director of Graduation Education for the School of Art, Design and Architecture from 2010 to 

2014; during this period he managed the School’s first submission to the Research Excellence Framework 2014. Over 

the last twenty years he has exhibited his work as a practicing artist, individually and collaboratively, across Europe, 

Asia and North America. Alongside his art practice Swindells current research has two strands: public engagement and 

curation in art and design, and sculptural thinking in fashion. Working with Dr Anna Powell on public engagement led to 

their book, What is to be Done? Public Engagement in Art and Design Education, published by Cambridge Scholars, 

2014. Collaborating with Dr Kevin Almond in 2014 has led to papers on the relationship between art and fashion, 

theories and practices. These two strands crossover to explore the inter-relationships between representation, art, 

fashion, protest and civil society. Swindells is the current Director of the Fashion Thinking Research Centre. Professor 

Swindells is one of the co-founders of the trans-disciplinary volume EP, which is published by Sternberg Press, Berlin.  



 Email: s.g.matthewman@hud.ac.uk 

 

Daniel Taylor, Queen Mary University of London Dan is Assistant Public Engagement Officer at the Centre for Public 

Engagement within Queen Mary University of London. His role involves assisting the team in providing advice and 

support for activities. He has a particular responsibility for the centres web presence and communications, spreading 

awareness, promoting activities and telling the stories of those involved. Since his time studying at the University of 

Leeds, Dan has been involved in community initiatives, both taking part and communicating their activity to others. He 

has continued doing this since graduating, first in Leeds then on moving to London in 2013. In the short time since 

arriving he has taken voluntary communications roles in a number of community initiatives across the capital, currently 

working with Spotlight youth hub in east London. He is passionate about involving others in public engagement and 

sharing their stories. Email:  d.taylor@qmul.ac.uk 

 

Martin Taylor, University of Victoria Martin Taylor is Professor Emeritus of Geography at the University of Victoria. He 

is also adjunct professor in the School of Geography and Earth Sciences at McMaster University, and in the School of 

Public Health and Health Systems at the University of Waterloo. From 2007-2012, he served as Founding President and 

CEO of Ocean Networks Canada and before that  for nine years (1998-2007) he was the University of Victorias Vice-

President Research. He  is Special Advisor to Community Based Research Canada. Prior to his appointment at UVic, 

Martin Taylor served from 1974-98 on the faculty at McMaster University. He holds a BA (Hons Geography) from Bristol 

University and an MA and PhD in Geography from UBC. He is the author of two books and over 100 peer-reviewed 

publications in the field of environmental and community health. Email:  smt@uvic.ca 

 

Alice Taylor-Gee, King's College London Alice has been working in public engagement since 2002 but only recently 

entered into academia, joining King's College London as Communications & Engagement Manager in September 2014. 

Working within the Imaging Sciences Division her role includes training researchers in communication skills and 

supporting them to engage the public with their research. She previously worked for the British Science Association for 

10 years, heading up the Science in Society programme. Email:  alice.taylor-gee@kcl.ac.uk 

 

Helen Thomas, University of Bristol Helen is currently researcher on the Productive Margins: Regulating for 

Engagement research programme which connects communities in Bristol and South Wales to co-produce new forms of 

engagement in decision-making across politics, policy and the arts. She has recently worked as Co-I on the collaborative 

Girls Making History project which used co-productive methodology to bring young women with experience of teenage 

partner violence together with technologists, artists and academics and through this explored ways to contest the 

normalisation of partner violence in teenage relationships. Helen is currently a PhD candidate within the University of 

Bristol Law School.  Prior to entering academia Helen spent ten years working with families and young people, leading 

and facilitating projects with local charities alongside working with alternative education provisions for young parents 

 Email:   h.thomas@bristol.ac.uk 

 

Lynnette Thomas, Cardiff University Lynnette has a background in health inequalities, social inclusion and policy and 

has worked on a European and international level. She currently heads up a new Engagement team at Cardiff University 

focusing on 5 flagship projects engaging with traditionally hard to reach communities to have an impact on Wales and 

the world. She is keen to ensure that innovation, engagement and impact are inextricably linked in the academic world. 

Email:  ThomasLM7@cardiff.ac.uk 

 

Robina Thomas, University of Victoria Robina Thomas is the Director of Indigenous Academic and Community 

Engagement at the University of Victoria in BC, Canada. Email:  robinat@uvic.ca 

 

Rhiannon Thompson, University of Aberdeen In my current role, as part of the RCUK Catalyst Project, I support and 

develop a public engagement culture change at the University of Aberdeen. I work to embed public engagement into 

the role of a researcher and have it professionally recognised and rewarded within the University.   My past 

experiences include completing a PhD in Neuroscience, Public engagement internship at the Glasgow Science Festival, 

and an internship at the Psychiatry CEDD GlaxoSmithKline. Email:  r.thompson@abdn.ac.uk 

 



Chris Thomson, Jisc Netskills I have worked in the field of technology-enhanced learning for nearly 10 years and 

specialise in communication through digital media. I lead Jisc Netskills' work on digital storytelling and have a particular 

interest in the use of stories to demonstrate the impact of research and for public engagement. On Weds 3rd Dec I will 

be leading the workshop session Going Dragon Hunting" on how to tell better stories Email:  chris.thomson@ncl.ac.uk 

 

Charlotte Thorley, Queen Mary University of London Charlotte is passionate about engaging the public with research. 

After studying Physics with Astrophysics (MPhys), then Art Gallery and Museum Studies (MA), she has primarily worked 

in public engagement with science, in particular schools outreach, working for SETPOINT Greater Manchester, the Royal 

Society and the South East Physics Network. Her current role at QMUL leading their strategic interest in public 

engagement involves building networks and understanding across an incredibly diverse group of stakeholders and 

subjects. Alongside this work she is currently a Doctoral student at the IOE, consolidating her experience by looking at 

the role of the scientist in classroom interventions and outreach activities. Charlotte is also Chair of Science on Stage 

UK, and in June 2015 will bring science teachers from around the world to the 15th Science on Stage festival in London 

to share practice and develop new ideas for their classrooms. Email:  c.thorley@qmul.ac.uk 

 

Peter Tomiak-Baquero, Research Councils UK After completing my undergraduate degree at the University of Bristol, I 

was employed by the Natural History Museum (London) and also undertook an internship in Kenya with Save the 

Elephants. Shortly after, I started a PhD in the Earth Sciences Dept. at Bristol, examining the nature and applications of 

coral skeleton. Having finished this in 2013, I completed a short post-doc at Bristol and then went travelling in 

South/North America. I have recently joined the RCUK Public Engagement with Research Team, as a policy manager. 

I've enjoyed participating in outreach programmes during my work in Kenya (at the research base in Samburu National 

Park) and in Bristol (e.g. at Bristol Museum, Festival of  Nature). Email:  Peter.Tomiak-baquero@rcuk.ac.uk 

 

Vanessa Toulmin, University of Sheffield Professor Vanessa Toulmin is Director of the National Fairground Archive at 

the University of Sheffield and Chair in Early Film and Popular Entertainment. She is also Head of Engagement and 

curator and producer of Festival of the Mind and the Ideas Bazaar. Professor Toulmin is a leading authority on Victorian 

entertainment and film, and has completed extensive research on travelling showpeople. She also acts as a leading 

authority on new variety and circus and has acted as creative advisor to leading festivals in the United Kingdom 

including the Roundhouse in London and Showzam in Blackpool.  Professor Toulmin is the author of several books, 

including The Lost World of Mitchell and Kenyon, Electric Edwardians, and Pleasurelands. Her recent publications 

include four major works on the architecture and history of Blackpool's attractions:  Winter Gardens, Blackpool Tower, 

Blackpool Pleasure Beach and the Blackpool Illuminations. Email: V.Toulmin@sheffield.ac.uk 

 

Kim Townsend, UCL I am Public Engagement Coordinator in UCL Public and Cultural Engagement where I support and 

encourage engagement in East London. Email:  k.townsend@ucl.ac.uk 

 

Jeff Trask, CAER Heritage Project Jeff has been a community volunteer on the CAER Heritage Project since 2011. He has 

been a digger on 2 community excavations and contributed to a whole range of CAER project initiatives including his 

own project blog. Email:  WyattD1@Cardiff.ac.uk 

 

Bruno Tribout, University of Aberdeen I am lecturer in French at the University of Aberdeen. I work on the 

intersections between literature, historiography and political thought in early modern France, with a particular focus on 

the representation of conflicts. With victims' associations as well as literary and cultural historians, I am currently 

developing a project looking, in comparative historical perspective, at the role of testimonies in post-conflict societies. 

Email: b.tribout@abdn.ac.uk 

 

Abigail Tweed, Aberystwyth Univesity Abigail established Milestone Tweed Associates in 2011, and with her Associates 

specialises in providing support, training and other services for a number of sectors specialising in: evaluation and 

impact; fundraising and philanthropy; sponsorship; business development; event management; corporate social 

responsibility.  Abigail is an Associate with the National Coordinating Centre for Public Engagement working to help 

universities engage with the public. She is also an Associate for Community Foundation in Wales focussing on business 

development, representing the Foundation and supporting our philanthropy promotion and grant making functions. 

Abigail has worked in commercial, health, local government, education and third sectors. Previous roles include: 



Interim Director of Development & Alumni Relations,  Aberystwyth University, Acting Head of Development & Alumni, 

Bangor University and north Wales Manager, Arts & Business Cymru. She has experience of developing and managing 

award winning community projects. Email:  abt13@aber.ac.uk 

 

Sara Unwin, University of Sheffield Sara Unwin, is the newest member of the Public Engagement Team at the 

University of Sheffield where she will be providing support to academic staff across the University by creating 

opportunities for public engagement through platforms such as Festival of the Mind, Sheffield Festival of Science & 

Engineering and Festival of Social Science. Sara has a background as a cultural producer developing creative and 

cultural content for festivals, projects and events creating opportunities to bring artists and audiences together. Her 

most recent roles have been as the director of the Galvanize Sheffield Festival of Contemporary Metal and the 

Wakefield Lit Fest. Sara has worked in the arts sector for over 20 years. Email:  G.m.oldfield@sheffield.ac.uk 

 

Kiera Vaclavik, Queen Mary University of London Kiera is a senior lecturer at Queen Mary University of London 

working in the dynamic field of childrens' literature and culture. She is particularly interested in intersections between 

fashion and fiction in childhood culture and her current AHRC-funded fellowship project explores this with reference to 

Lewis Carrolls' Alice. The project explores the many different ways in which Alice was dressed in the books themselves 

and in the wide array of related articles, from wallpaper to biscuits tins, produced in Carroll's lifetime. It also traces the 

adoption of Alice as a character to be embodied by real children in the context of dramatic adaptations of the stories 

(professional and amateur) and also in the hugely popular fancy dress balls and parties of the period. The project 

involves collaboration with the Lewis Carroll Society, the V&A Museum of Childhood, Liberty Art Fabrics and Roksanda 

pattern cutter, Josie Smith. Email:  b.j.frost@qmul.ac.uk 

 

Magda van Leeuwen, Royal Society of Chemistry I have been working at the Royal Society of Chemistry for the past 15 

months developing support and opportunities to engage our members and embed a culture of outreach within our 

membership. I am influenced by my PhD experience at UEA which witnessed the development public engagement at 

the institute as part of the Beacons project. Email:   vanleeuwenm@rsc.org 

 

Emma Wakelin, University of St Andrews,  Email:  'E.Wakelin@ahrc.ac.uk' 

 

Rosalyn Webster, The University of Manchester Roz Webster is the School-University Partnership Initiative (SUPI) 

Project Officer at The University of Manchester.  SUPI is a Research Councils UK (RCUK) funded three-year catalyst 

scheme providing opportunities for schools and universities to bring contemporary research to life for young people. 

Roz has worked in admissions and outreach at the University of Manchester for several years, and is particularly 

interested in widening participation and public engagement. Email:  roz.cooper@manchester.ac.uk 

 

John Wheeler, Staffordshire University I am Head of the School of Sciences at Staffordshire University, a highly 

challenging but also exciting and rewarding role.  Prior to this I was Project Director for the Â£30m Science Centre at 

Staffordshire University, with a focus on ensuring design excellence and functionality went hand-in-hand and 

developing innovative partnerships with colleges for shared building use and new opportunities for engagement and 

progression in Science.  This opened in 2012 and has the potential to have a major impact upon scientific engagement 

and attainment in the region.  On personal level my hope is for everyone in the region to have experienced science at 

Staffordshire University in some way.  I graduated with a BSc and then a PhD in Chemistry and have held Lectureships 

in Chemistry and Forensic Science.  I have always been very interested in helping young people to become motivated 

and inspired by science.  Over the years I have developed and carried out many different types of activities to help 

enable this, including a number of forensic science workshops and crime solving events, 'whizz, bang, pop' interactive 

lectures for year 6 and other pupils, hands-on shampoo-making demonstrations and university/careers information 

sessions.  My ambition now is develop a wider range of citizen science projects that use mobile technologies to connect  

participants with their science.  Email:  a.l.roberts@staffs.ac.uk 

 

Simon Whittemore, Jisc Simon is Head of Change Programmes Enterprise at Jisc, and has spent the last decade helping 

higher and further education institutions to develop their capabilities and opportunities in external engagement, 

especially through the innovative use of digital technologies. He is a Fellow of the Institute of Knowledge Transfer and 

his background includes 10 years in national higher education innovation policy and strategy development, and 10 



years in the private sector, in international management consultancy and IT services. Simon was previously Deputy 

Head of Business and Community Policy at HEFCE, developing third mission work, national innovation funding policy 

(HEIF) and good practices. Prior to that, he was Senior Consultant with Capgemini, where he led multinational teams 

developing and deploying online methods and standards at Group HQ in France. A member of the Institute of Linguists, 

he has also taught postgraduates about Engaged Research, taught Italian in FE and has held various IT, change and 

account management roles.  Email:  s.whittemore@jisc.ac.uk 

 

Laura Wicks, Heriot-Watt University Dr Laura Wicks is a Public Engagement Coordinator within the Centre for 

Academic Leadership & Development at Heriot-Watt University. Laura co-leads HW Engage, the universities' initiative 

to promote, stimulate and support public engagement activities by the research community. The vision of HW Engage 

is to embed public engagement activities into academic life at Heriot-Watt University, building on our strong history of 

public engagement with local, national and international communities.  Laura is also a Research Associate within the 

School of Life Sciences, conducting research on cold-water corals and developing the outreach programme of the team.  

After graduating from the University of Southampton in 2004 with a BSc. Honours degree in Oceanography and Marine 

Biology, Dr Laura Wicks undertook an MSc. in Marine Environmental Protection at the University of Wales, Bangor. In 

2009, she completed a Ph.D in Marine Biology at Victoria University of Wellington, New Zealand. Throughout her PhD, 

Laura was involved in outreach projects, engaging the public with their marine environment.  Email:  l.wicks@hw.ac.uk 

 

Richard Wilcocks, Headingley LitFest Richard Wilcocks is Secretary of Headingley LitFest. He has worked as a journalist, 

as a teacher, and for the British Council at the University of Poznan, Poland. Originally from London, he has lived in 

Yorkshire for many years, where he enjoys singing bass with Leeds Festival Chorus, writing stories, articles and reviews, 

and researching local history, particularly if it is connected with the First World War.  

Email:  richard.wilcocks@gmail.com 

 

Grace Williams, University of Exeter I am a coordinating point for academics involved in Public Engagement with 

Research (PER) across the University of Exeter. As project manager of the Exeter Catalyst, I bring researchers together 

to build on existing PER practice within the University of Exeter while bringing in external partners to share knowledge 

and learning about PER. I have worked within Public Engagement for over six years, including working for the Economic 

and Social Research Council and Research Councils UK. I joined Research and Knowledge Transfer from the Centre for 

Medical History (College of Humanities), where I was responsible for creating and implementing public engagement, 

communications and impact strategies. Email: grace.williams@exeter.ac.uk 

 

Ruth Williams, RCUK Ruth Williams joined the Research Councils UK (RCUK) Public Engagement with Research Team in 

2009, leading on RCUK's researcher policy and taking forward the RCUK public engagement with research strategy. 

Email:  ruth.williams@rcuk.ac.uk 

 

Chris Wilson, The Brilliant Club Chris became interested in medieval history at the University of Cambridge where he 

completed his undergraduate and MPhil degrees, receiving a double first and distinguished performance (distinction) 

respectively. During this time there he was awarded the Taylor Scholarship and college prizes. After leaving Cambridge 

he spent two years working as a government lobbyist in London for Keene Public Affairs. During the course of his PhD 

research at the University of Exeter he taught on the Department of Historys Foundation Course for three years and 

was a lead tutor on the course for two. During this time he became an Associate of the Higher Education Academy. 

Chris research focused on thirteenth-century ecclesiastical history and was generously funded by a University of Exeter 

College of Humanities Studentship. Chris joined the Brilliant Club  in 2012. Email:  chris@thebrilliantclub.org 

 

Penny Wilson, The Brilliant Club Penny started her career working for voluntary sector umbrella bodies before 

becoming Head of Community Affairs at the University of Cambridge. Her team supported Cambridges researchers to 

engage the public with their research through such initiatives as the Festival of Ideas, Cambridge Science Festival and 

the Rising Stars public engagement training scheme. Penny is now Partnerships Director at The Brilliant Club which 

connects outstanding pupils from disadvantaged backgrounds with researchers from top universities.  

Email: penny@thebrilliantclub.org 

 



Claire Wink, ADRC-E ADRC-E is the Administrative Data Research Centre for England, part of the new Administrative 

Data research Network which aims to facilitate secure and intelligent use of data from (mostly government) admin 

databases. Email:  c.c.wink@soton.ac.uk 

 

David Wolff, University of Brighton David Wolff is Director of the Community University Partnerships Programme. Prior 

to this David worked in the community and voluntary sector in the fields of homelessness, advice and information 

services, project management and in the use of IT. He has occupied roles as a service delivery worker, manager, 

director and consultant.  Email:  d.wolff@brighton.ac.uk 

 

Dave Wyatt, Cardiff University Dave Wyatt is a senior lecturer in history and community engagement co-ordinator in 

the School of History, Archaeology and Religion (SHARE) at Cardiff University. Daves' research specialises in the history 

of slavery in the societies of early medieval Britain. He also co-ordinates SHARE engagement activities, developing 

formal and informal learning opportunities and promoting a culture of engagement and co-production. Dave is project 

PI and is involved in the delivery and management of all key aspects of the CAER Heritage Project.  

 Email:  WYATTD1@cardiff.ac.uk 

 

Tom Ziessen, Wellcome Trust I manage our Strategic Awards, Capital Awards and Engagement Fellowships. I also 

oversee our People Awards and Society Awards. I aim to support potential grantholders through the process of 

applying and grantholders through the delivery of their projects. I took some time out from my job in 2010 when I was 

awarded a Winston Churchill Travelling Fellowship to explore brain-scanning based lie detection in India and the USA. 

Prior to joining the Trust I gained a PhD in Biochemistry, studying female sexual arousal and worked at the Science 

Museum on public engagement projects connecting scientists, the public and policy-makers.  

Email:   t.ziessen@wellcome trust.ac.uk 

 


