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UnEarthed 
Explore the World at your feet 

 

Call for exhibits and activities: application guidelines 

 

About 
What and why 

NERC is offering an opportunity for researchers to run public engagement activities as part of our 2017 showcase 

from 17-20 November. Visitors to the event will range from the general public including families and young people, 

to policy makers and people that do not usually interact with science. Activities can be flexible in terms of their 

target audience or tailored for a specific audience. 

 

The showcase will be based at Dynamic Earth, Edinburgh, and comprises of approximately 20 hands-on exhibits, talks 

and debate, and science buskers. Through the exhibition stands, talks, debates and discussions, the event will engage 

visitors with research of the natural world, connecting a diverse range of people to ground and underground based 

environmental science, and the process of doing research. 

 

Vision, purpose, aims and outcomes 

The main aim of the showcase event it to give Scottish policymakers and the Edinburgh public a taste of how 

environmental science is relevant to their lives, and to encourage them to develop an ongoing connection to that 

science. Audiences/ participants include members of the public (including schools and families) in Scotland, 

Government, policymakers, business and NGOs. The showcase will provide a snapshot of NERC’s leadership and 

investment in world-class environmental science, build awareness of NERC and its science, and stimulate new 

connections between researchers and event attendees, which will continue after the event. 

 

We are also keen to see the showcase provide researchers and research centres the opportunity to enhance their 

public engagement work, develop their skills, and to develop links to other exhibitors and publics attending the 

events. This call provides an opportunity for NERC researchers and centres to apply to participate in the showcase.  

 

There are 2 types of activity that can be applied for: 

1. Exhibitors – engaging indoor hands-on activities or live-science demonstrations at Dynamic Earth (20 

spaces available in total, of which between 6 and 10 will be allocated to NERC Centres) 

2. Buskers– engaging outdoor demonstration or activity outside of Dynamic Earth, including busking whilst 

visitors are queueing, on the crag or in and around Edinburgh city centre. 

 

In addition, applicants can offer other activities.  

 

The activities should seek to address the following aims: 

1. Increase awareness of the environmental sciences, NERC's research and the process of research. 

2. Enable members of the public (schools, young people, local residents, special access groups) to engage with 

environmental science research, and have an increased confidence in the value of researchers to provide a 

trusted source of information (reference to RCUK Public Attitudes Survey finding that the British public are 

most likely to trust university academics and researchers to provide accurate and truthful information about 

research findings). 

3. Encourage informed public debate about contemporary issues, including ethical and social implications in 

environmental science. 

4. Inform, inspire and interest members of the public and future researchers in environmental science and the 

processes of research, in a way that is accessible and relevant. 

 

 

Please read these guidelines before applying for your activity to be included in the 2017 NERC showcase.  

To apply, please complete the online form by the deadline of 16:00 on Monday 3 July. 

http://www.dynamicearth.co.uk/
http://www.comresglobal.com/polls/rcuk-nerc-public-insight-survey/
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Collectively the activities should lead to the following outcomes for visitors: 

1. Enjoyed interacting with environmental science research. 

2. Creation of some long-term and deep relationships with researchers, where relevant. 

3. Increased interest in environmental science and research (according to NERC’s Public Attitudes Survey 

(which can be seen in the annex of this document) finding that understanding of what constitutes “research” 

is limited), more informed about environmental science and research and associated issues. 

4. Inspiring some visitors to become the next generation of environmental science researchers. 

5. Contributed to research (e.g. through citizen science activities). 

6. Shared their views, concerns and insights in environmental science and related issues, and had the 

opportunity to explore these further. 

 

Who, when and where 

NERC’s 2017 showcase will be free to attend. It will take place from 17-20 November at Dynamic Earth, Edinburgh. 

The showcase will be open to schools, young people and special access groups on Friday 17 and Monday 20 

November (hours to be confirmed). The event will be open to the public on Saturday 18 and Sunday 19 November. 

There may be some evening activities and opportunities, which NERC will confirm the scope and timing of for 

successful applicants at our earliest opportunity. We anticipate around 700 people doing a dedicated activity on the 

school days (Friday and Monday), and 4000 members of the public to visit over the weekend (Saturday and Sunday). 

We will work with Dynamic Earth to ensure the showcase is accessible and relevant to a wide range of people.  

 

Themes 

Exhibits and activities at the event should have: 

 A Scottish angle 

 A concept of personal relevance 

 An element which reflects the environmental consequences of decision making 

 A focus on how environmental science solves problems and improves our everyday lives 

The range of content themes covers the following areas: 

 

What we offer 

We will offer: 

 Opportunity to work with the NCCPE to develop and refine plans to deliver and evaluate excellent public 

engagement activity at the showcase event, building on good practice. 

 Opportunities for reflection during and after the showcase, exploring how to develop effective engagement 

collaborations, and engagement with impact. 

 Increased perspective on your research through working with members of the public. 

 The opportunity to be included in a major environmental science showcase targeting policy makers and the 

general public 

 Lunch and refreshments during the 4-day event for a maximum of 4 people per stand per day. 

 Financial support of up to £1000 per exhibit and £100 per busker to cover the costs of travel and 

subsistence to attend may be available on request. This financial support is not available to NERC research 

centres. Please note that you will responsible for any additional costs of attending. 

 

 

 

http://www.nerc.ac.uk/about/whatwedo/engage/public/pe-call/ao/
http://www.nerc.ac.uk/about/whatwedo/engage/public/pe-call/ao/
http://www.dynamicearth.co.uk/
http://www.nccpe.ac.uk/
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Feedback on Into the blue 2016 showcase 

 Members of the public enjoyed interacting with environmental science in different ways, including touching 

things, seeing experiments and talking to scientists: “I loved that it was so hands-on, something for the 

children to do on every stand, and even stuff for adults to do! Very interesting in a fun way.” 

 The event helped to bridge the gap between everyday life and the sometimes distant world of environmental 

science “it made science come alive and relevant” and “showed that anyone can get involved in science.” 

 Exhibitors reported networking as one of the best outcomes: “the best outcome was networking with all 

the other exhibitors and feeling we all represented UK environmental research and critical environmental 

topics. I felt we were inspiring the public and explaining things that sometimes appear complicated” 

 Exhibitors gained a variety of new skills: “gaining experience of presenting” and “an opportunity…to talk to 

members of the public about their science” 

 You can read some more case studies of last year’s exhibitors on the NCAS Science Engagement Stories 

page. 

 

How to apply 
You can apply to 1) be an exhibitor or 2) be a busker by completing the online form. The deadline for applications is 

16:00 on Monday 3 July 2017. 

 

Exhibitor Workshop 

Facilitated by the NCCPE, this one day event on 18 July 2017 will provide the opportunity for long listed applicants 

to: 

 Receive training in the development of high quality public engagement relevant to the showcase event 

 Network and share their ideas with their peers and the assessment panel 

 Have the opportunity to receive feedback on their idea from expert mentors 

 Share their revised ideas with other delegates, and the selection panel 

Successful applicants will be notified by the 21 July 2017. 

 

Who can apply? 

Individuals and teams can apply. Please note if applying as a team, one person must act as the overall lead for the 

team, and will be the person with whom all correspondence will be sent. Other team names must be included in the 

application.  

 NERC funded grant holders, postgraduate students 

 Individuals or groups based within NERC centres 

 Non-NERC funded environmental scientists 

 Museums, science centres and environmental science organisations 

 Charities, local authorities and other government bodies 

 Local interest groups related to environmental science 

 Any other organisation with links to or an interest in environmental science. 

 

Application criteria 

The exhibits and activities chosen to contribute to the showcase must: 

 Be accessible to members of the public and relevant to their everyday lives 

 Be held during the NERC showcase 2017 (including set-up on the evening of Thursday 16 November; the 

showcase event from Friday 17 until Monday 20 November and take-down on the evening of Monday 20 

November). All activities must be run for the duration of the showcase, with activities appropriately staffed 

and resourced for this period.  

 Fit with the aims and objectives of the event 

 Fit with one or more of NERC’s themes for the showcase  

 Feature environmental science with a currently funded NERC environmental scientist involved in developing 

and delivering the activity. 

 Lead to the desired outcomes. 

 We are interested to hear from exhibitors whose research or exhibit could provide an opportunity to 

promote the showcase in the media. 

 

http://intotheblue.nerc.ac.uk/
https://www.ncas.ac.uk/index.php/en/scientist-profile
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Additional activities 

In addition to applying as an exhibitor or a busker, applicants can also offer to run: 

 Citizen science activities  

 Art exhibitions 

 Kids’ Zone (under 8 years old) 

 Formal or informal talks, debates or presentations at Dynamic Earth or at external venues, including as part 

of Café Scientifique, Pint, Science or Bright Club 

 Outreach activities in venues outside of Dynamic Earth 

 Classroom sessions with groups of learners 

 Sessions to NERC Head Office in Swindon 

 

Deadlines and timetable 

 16.00, Monday 3 July – deadline for applications for UnEarthed activities 

 Tuesday 4-Thursday 6 July – sift process ran by NERC and NCCPE. 

 Monday 10 July –applicants invited to training and assessment day. 

 Tuesday 18 July – Exhibitor Workshop for longlisted applicants, including venue visit and introduction 

event held at Dynamic Earth (event will run from 9:30am-4:00pm). 

 Wednesday 19 July – final assessment process ran by NERC and NCCPE. 

 Friday 21 July – successful applicants notified and event Details Form and Evaluation Forms sent to 

exhibitors and buskers. 

 Friday 1 September – Deadline for submission of Event Details Form. 

 Friday 17 – Monday 20 November – NERC showcase 2017 

 Friday 8 December – deadline for submitting Exhibitor Evaluation Form. 

 

Assessment criteria 

Exhibitors and buskers will be assessed on their online application and also at the Exhibitor workshop on the 

following criteria: 

 Potential to be engaging 

 High quality plans and potential to deliver 

In addition, we will seek to ensure the final line up has 

 Spread across NERC’s themes 

 Spread across institutions and organisations 

 

Terms and Conditions 

By submitting an application, I agree to: 

 

1. Hold my activity during the NERC showcase 2017 (17-20 November). 

2. Ensure my activity complies with the application criteria 

3. Cover the cost of the production and maintenance of my exhibit or activity, along with staff time and any 

T&S beyond the bursary offer by NERC, for the event period 

4. Contribute to the evaluation of the showcase, including completion of an exhibitor evaluation form 

5. Promote the NERC brand in any marketing or publicity materials I produce, in compliance with the NERC 

branding guidelines 

6. Use the appropriate hashtags (including #NERCscience) when promoting my activity on social media 

7. Inform NERC of any changes to my activity, including risk of cancellation, at my earliest opportunity 

8. Allow NERC to keep a copy of photographs and filming taken at the event for possible use online and in 

future NERC publications. 

Applications and contact details will be retained in compliance with the Data Protection Act for the purpose of 

keeping you informed about future NERC publications and events which may be of interest to you. Your personal 

information will not be passed to third parties. 

 

Contact Details 

Sophie Duncan, NCCPE Deputy Director (sophie.duncan@uwe.ac.uk, 0117 328 7190) 

Hannah King/Lou Trudgian, NERC Communications & Engagement (publicengagement@nerc.ac.uk, 01793 411535) 

mailto:sophie.duncan@uwe.ac.uk
mailto:publicengagement@nerc.ac.uk

