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Across Government and all funders of research, there is an increasing value being 

placed on work in HEIs that helps to address societal needs and brings economic 

benefit, and encouragement for researchers to engage with publics and business. 

Indeed, the NCCPE and Beacons for Public engagement initiative are intended to 

address an aspect of this.  

 

We and the Beacons for Public Engagement are concerned that the currently 

suggested system is likely to increase the disincentives for academics to engage 

with the public.  

 

The NCCPE appreciates the drivers for simplification of the system for allocation 

of funding. However, to ensure that research is addressing the current and future 

needs of society, the system used must take into account all forms of impact of 

research, including economic, societal and other forms of cultural benefit. We are 

concerned that the proposed citation measures will not be sufficiently broad to 

capture these impacts, and will encourage researchers to target their endeavours 

solely to achieving publication without sufficient attention to the potential societal 

or economic benefit of their research.   

 

Encouraging researchers to engage with the public is one way of helping to 

ensure that research is attuned with societal need and vision. There is evidence 

that the RAE has acted as a disincentive for scientists to engage with the public1. 

The Beacons have expressed concerns that the proposed system is likely to 

provide greater disincentives. We feel it is vital that the REF recognises public 

engagement, and other forms of economic and societal benefit of research, and 

so encourages researchers to drive their research toward societal gain.      

 

Currently, there are insufficiently developed output metrics to assess economic 

and societal benefit, and this needs to be addressed. The NCCPE intends to work 

closely with the HE sector and different publics to develop suitable measures for 

public engagement and societal impact. In the meantime, peer review panels may 

be the best way of judging these kinds of benefits that currently involve both 

qualitative and quantitative information (as panels have in the past been asked to 

peer review examples of societal impact and user take-up in ‘other details’ 

statements provided in the RAE2008). A pilot in one or two subject areas could 

help to elucidate issues and to suggest possible solutions for other subject areas. 

The NCCPE would be pleased to work with HEFCE to develop approaches to pilots.   

 

The NCCPE would be pleased to discuss any of the above issues and suggestions 

in more detail as appropriate. 

                                                 
1
 Royal Society survey on barriers to science communication 


