
Passengerfilms Case Study 

To have a varied line-up of speakers of different kinds, balancing director Q&As with conceptual 
talks and visual presentations. Some examples of recent nights: 

Tron and virtual space 

Jeff Bridges as a virtual world designer in the canonical cyber fantasy, ‘Tron’ (1982), shown alongside 
Keiichi Matsuda’s ‘Augmented City 3D’, which focusses on the technologically ‘hyper-real’ 
environments of everyday life, and Factory Fifteen’s ‘Golden Age the Simulation’, a film 
experimenting with modes of architectural simulation, with an introduction and Q&A with the 
director, Paul Nicholls. Rob Kitchin, Director of the National Institute of Regional and Spatial Analysis 
and researcher in cartography, philosophy, and data, talking about the ‘spatial contours’ of software 
and software imaginaries, showing images from his Atlas of the Internet project and his book 
Code/Space: Software and Everyday Life (2011). Sam Kinsley, Research Fellow at the Digital Cultures 
Research Centre at the University of the West of England, talking about how geographers have 
conceived and written about the imagined spatialities of computer environments and augmented 
realities. Using the example of Tron’s digital civilization, a discussion on how we’ve often imagined 
these operations taking place in a transcendental dimension – but in fact these realms continue to 
configure and reconfigure our everyday social and economic lives. Full programme notes here: 
http://passengerfilms.wordpress.com/2012/03/29/virtual-space/  

Of Time and the City and urban reflections 

Terence Davies’ archival eulogy to Liverpool in the 1950s and 60s in ‘Of Time and the City’ (2008), 
plus two short films about the use of land in planning projects and on film, R K Neilson-Baxter’s ‘All 
That Mighty Heart’, shot for British Transport Films in 1962, and the little known ‘Destination 
Louvain La Neuve’, a short film from the New Town Archive, showing a historic snapshot of idealistic 
urban planning in Belgium and its promotion. Mark Tewdwr-Jones, Professor of Spatial Planning and 
Governance at University College London’s Bartlett School of Planning and Architecture, introducing 
the films and talking about urban planning’s relationship with the narrative strategies of cinema and 
its visualisations of past and present. A book launch of Tewdwr-Jones’s Urban Reflections: Narrative 
of Place, Planning, and Change (2011) and open discussion. Full programme notes here: 
http://passengerfilms.wordpress.com/2012/01/03/thursday-19th-jan-urban-reflections/  

Man on Wire and vertical space 

James Marsh’s ‘aerial heist movie’, ‘Man on Wire’ (2008), shown alongside Eva Weber’s ‘City of 
Cranes’ (2007), which takes the viewer high in the sky to look at the world through the eyes and 
words of crane drivers, and Simona Piantieri’s ‘Vertical Expectations’ (2011), which explores the 
nexus between architecture, development and society through an analysis of the construction of the 
Shard (right outside the cinema venue). A director Q&A with both Eva Weber and Simona Piantieri, 
followed by a talk by Andrew Harris, lecturer in Urban Studies and Geography at UCL, drawing from 
his recent research on elevated transport projects and his website, Tall Tales, which collects public 
stories about tall buildings. Peter Adey, Reader in Human Geography at RHUL and author of Aerial 
Life: Spaces, Mobilities, Affects (2010), and an upcoming Reaktion book titled Air, giving a talk on the 
histories of levitation and the cultural connotations of air. Full programme notes here: 
http://passengerfilms.wordpress.com/2012/02/04/verticalspace/ 

The Conversation and surveillance 

Gene Hackman as a paranoid surveillance expert in Coppola’s ‘The Conversation’ (1974), shown 
alongside the Bitnik collective’s ‘Chess for CCTV Operators’, an intervention based around hacking 
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into surveillance camera signals in public space in the city of Essen, and John Smith’s famous 1976 
film ‘The Girl Chewing Gum’. A 20 minute extract from the audio-visual installation ‘Konspirative 
Wohnungen / Conspiracy Dwelling’, a filmic dossier retracing the 483 spy cells which are a legacy of 
state surveillance in Erfurt, directed by Pam Skelton, Reader in Fine Art at Central Saint Martin’s, and 
German researcher Joachim Heinrich. A talk by Lawrence Webb, a lecturer in Film Studies at King’s 
College London who works on cinema, space and the politics of surveillance in 1970s New York. 
Philip Schofield, Professor of the History of Legal and Political Thought at UCL, giving a talk on the 
Bentham Project, contextualising the evening with a discussion of Jeremy Bentham’s panopticon 
model and its relevance to contemporary debates about surveillance. Full programme notes here: 
http://passengerfilms.wordpress.com/2012/02/29/surveillance/  

Sweetgrass and human-animal movement 

Lucien Castaing-Taylor’s examination of the link between cowboys and sheep in Montana’s 
dangerous Absaroka-Beartooth mountains, ‘Sweetgrass’ (2009), shown alongside Charles 
Swithinbank’s ‘Whaling in the Antarctic’, shot on Norwegian floating factory ship Thorshordi and 
released in 1949. A rare screening of Chris Marker’s 1972 anthropological short ‘Vive la Baleine / 
Three Cheers for the Whale’, co-directed with Italian ethnologist and painter Mario Ruspoli, which 
experimentally chronicles mankind’s relationship with this largest of marine mammals through art 
and the fishing industry. A talk on ‘human-animal trails’, by Paul Merchant, a geographer and oral 
historian at the British Library, who researches the history of relations between humans and animals 
in post-war Britain. Richie Nimmo, Lecturer in Sociology at the University of Manchester, talking 
about his research on droving, ‘moving animals’ and the material and cultural policing of cattle 
movement, partly drawing on his book, Milk, Modernity and the Making of the Human (2010). Chris 
Carbone, Senior Research Fellow at the Institute of Zoology, presenting on human-wildlife 
interactions and the altered landscapes in which they take place, and Giovanni Aloi, film 
programmer, author of Art & Animals (2011) and founder of Antennae, the Journal of Nature in 
Visual Culture, talking about representations of ‘interactive nature’ in seminal films. A themed 
playlist of whaling and herding songs during the drinks break and between the films. Full programme 
notes here: http://passengerfilms.wordpress.com/2012/05/11/sweetgrass/  

Patience and writing the landscape 

A screening of Grant Gee’s multi-layered film essay ‘Patience’ (2012), tracking Sebald’s most famous 
book, The Rings of Saturn, through coastal East Anglia via experimental mapping of the text, 
interviews with geographers, and archival herring packing footage. An introduction by the film’s co-
producer Gareth Evans, director of The Re-enchantment, the three year national arts project on 
literature and place for which the film was commissioned. Copies of the limited edition book 
Towards Re-Enchantment: Place and Its Meanings (2010), edited by Evans, available on the night. A 
screening of Ian Hamilton Finlay, a meditative short film created by Illuminations in 2005 as part of 
theEYE series, exploring the influential Scottish poet’s Little Sparta in the Pentland Hills near 
Edinburgh. Part garden, part inscription, Little Sparta brings the space of text into the material 
landscape, mixing horticulture with poetry, myth and social metaphor. A talk by Heather Yeung, co-
organiser of W.A.L.K. (Critical Dialogues in Walking, Art, Landskip and Knowledge), who researches 
Scottish poetry, landscape, and affective mapping, and by James Kneale, a UCL lecturer who 
researches the represented and material geographies of science fiction, discussing his new Literary 
Geographies project and open access website. A reading by former Poet Laureate Sir Andrew Motion 
of some of his new work which engages with landscape, and a presentation by Jamie Andrews, head 
curator of ‘Writing Britain: Wastelands to Wonderlands’ at the British Library, discussing the motives 
and selections of this major national exhibition. Celebratory drinks to launch the new ‘Place, 
Environment, Writing’ MA run collaboratively between geographers and writers at Royal Holloway. 
Full programme notes here: http://passengerfilms.wordpress.com/2012/06/25/writing/ 
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