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Quite often there has been bad press arising regarding the relationship between students and 
permanent residents in Oldfield Park. In order to help remedy this and improve the relationship 
between permanent residents and students in this area, the charity V Inspired, the local council 
(Bath and North East Somerset), University of Bath Volunteer Centre and Student Union and 
Bath Spa’s student union have created a project that aims to do just that. 
 
The project, run by a core volunteer group of 4 students, seeks to match underutilised student 
household gardens with local people who wish to grow their own food (responding to a local lack 
of allotments).  The proposal is for a research project that will lead to a pilot scheme, designed 
and delivered by the volunteer group working in and with the community. 
 

Currently being carried out is research into the market by distributing questionnaires, and semi 
structured interviews to determine the likely supply of gardens and also estimated demand for 
growing space in the community. The group are also attending local community meetings and 
collaborating with similar schemes that already exist such as the Bath Area Garden Share (part of 
Transition Bath) and Bath Organic Group, and taking inspiration from existing garden share 
schemes such as the one in Totnes, Devon. 
 
The aim of this part of the project is to find out if it is feasible within the Oldfield Park area. If it is 
found to be feasible, by the middle of April it is hoped that two gardens will be being piloted with 
members of the local community using student gardens to plant their vegetables in, just in time 
for the recommended planting season! 
 
If you feel your garden has a good space that someone could grow their veggies in please 
contact us!! If you are interested in getting involved or would like more information please email 
op.growers@googlemail.com. 
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