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Getting Medieval! 

Adult Learners’ Week: Background  
Adult Learners’ Week is the UK’s largest festival and celebration of adult learning, co-ordinated by 

NIACE Dysgu Cymru and core-funded by the Welsh Assembly Government, and the European Social 

Fund. Adult Learners’ Week is a campaign which combines national promotion with local action. The 

campaigns offers adults the chance to have a go at learning something new by trying out one of the 

hundreds of free taster sessions that happen across Wales during the week, and an opportunity for 

learning providers to showcase their provision.  

 

Getting Medieval Stakeholders  
Cosmeston Medieval Village (CMV) is a "living history" medieval heritage site near Penarth which is 

run by the Vale of Glamorgan Council. Cosmeston is a reconstructed medieval village, based upon 

remains discovered during a 1980s archaeological dig in the grounds of Cosmeston Lakes Country 

Park. Incorporating reconstructed houses, artifacts and rare breed livestock, guided re-enactment 

tours at the Village provide a re-creation of 14th century peasant life in Wales in the Middle Ages to 

a wide variety of participants.  

 

The School of History, Archaeology and Religion (SHARE) at Cardiff has, for some years, been 

involved in a collaborative community archaeology project at Cosmeston. The project has carried out 

a range of practical archaeological investigations and activities, including landscape survey, 

excavation and finds processing, in which the public have been practically involved and ‘hands on’ 

with history. In collaboration with the Centre for Lifelong Learning (LEARN) SHARE has also 

established Exploring the Past which is an open access foundation pathway in history and 

archaeology The Exploring the Past foundation pathway, which was launched at the Getting 

Medieval event, has been developed to widen access to non-traditional mature students and 

progress them on to study history and or/archaeology at degree level.  

 

The Centre for Lifelong Learning (LEARN) is Cardiff University’s ‘shop front’ for open access part-time 

adult education and widening access for adult learners. LEARN has previously run successful Adult 

Learners week tasters including whole day events at the National History Museum at St Fagans. 

Alongside the foundation pathway collaboration with SHARE, LEARN has recently re-launched its 

Humanities provision which included an innovative 10 credit course taught entirely on site at 

Cosmeston by Nick Coles, a longstanding LEARN tutor and site manager of the Medieval Village.  

 

The Vale of Glamorgan Adult & Community Learning (VGACL) offer lifelong learning opportunities at 

a variety of levels to communities across the Vale of Glamorgan. Courses include, computing at all 

levels, drawing and painting, textiles, art and crafts, basic skills & Welsh.  

 

Cardiff & the Vale of Glamorgan Welsh for Adults Centre is located at Cardiff University’s School of 

Welsh, the Welsh for Adults Centre attracts 2,000 enrolments each year and has a team of some 70 

staff. Welsh for Adults courses are held all over Cardiff and the Vale of Glamorgan, in numerous 

locations, including town halls, shops, and gymnasiums as well as in schools, collages and University 

Buildings.  
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Improving Evaluation Strategies  
The following reflections are derived from an evaluation of the strengths & weaknesses of the event 

and from feedback from contributors, students:  

 

 At a basic level, the distribution of handouts, programmes and educational information 

might have been monitored more rigorously with a clear inventory of the numbers 

printed/displayed at the outset so that ‘take up’ could have been more clearly ascertained in 

relation to location/activity. Furthermore, more handouts should have been prepared across 

all activities.  

 Competitions, which provide a good window for evaluation, might be better promoted to 

improve take up with a designated competition stall that doubles up as a shop front for 

literature on courses & educational pathways. Competitions might also be more strategically 

developed in line with the event’s objectives.  

 Video pod-casts could be made of activities by students and a video diary stall could be set 

up to encourage visitors to provide feedback & comments on the event.  

 Archery target evaluations might be made larger, more accessible and prompt more 

significant feedback.  

 A large post-it note board could be set up near the exit to elicit informal feedback 

comments.  

 Students & contributors should be allowed to contribute to the video diary & also be given 

feedback forms on the day of the event.  

 


