
1 
 

UK Community Partner Network 
www.publicengagement.ac.uk/about/community-partner-network 

 

Collaborating across the UK and beyond 

FIELD TRIP SUMMARY - UKCPN   

 

   
In the year 2013-14, thanks to funding from the Arts and Humanities Research Council 

Connected Communities Programme, members of the UKCPN working group were able to 

complete seven national and international visits to represent the network and learn from other 

contexts about how to make this work thrive. The aim was to develop ways to move 

community university partnership working forward in the UK, linking up with others to broaden 

our context and outlook about ways to support community partners.  

 

The trips provided both a sense of hope and challenge to the emerging network. We learnt 

that there is valuable practice across the different international contexts that we have explored, 

but very little national agency is operating to promote the value of CUPs or actively support the 

engagement of CPs. Conversations with those we visited, particularly CCPH and the Living 

Knowledge Network, reminded us of the time it takes to establish a network, especially when 

the groups involved are not resourced to do so. The CP forum supported by CCPH took 5 

years to establish itself with significant amounts of capacity building to support CP 

involvement. In addition they encouraged members to seek out advisory roles where they 

could influence policy and therefore practice.  The value of having a very clear shared purpose 

for a network was apparent. CPs in the UK work with universities on a range of topics from 

heritage to social justice hence the creation of the mission statement for the network provided 

an opportunity to be more targeted. Having a clear focus on CUPs for research and CUPs for 

social change is important, as casting the net too widely dilutes and undermines the use of the 

network to all. A summary of the visits follows:     

 
Liaison with North American and Australian community partner initiatives:  One 
community partner established links with Sarena Seifer and others at Community Campus for 
Health (CCPH) to learn from their experience, prior to seeking funding to explore the potential 
for a UK network.   CCPH had already established a North American community partner forum 
in 2006 and much of the work kick starting the UKCPN is modelled on their experience 
https://ccph.memberclicks.net/community-network-for-research-equity---impact.  An 
opportunity whilst on another trip, to visit with Pauline O’Loughlin, University of Technology, 
Sydney and Deborah Warr, University of Melbourne and their community partners in Australia 
offered an additional insight for one community partner, into the shared challenges of bringing 
this work to the forefront and prompted us to seek publication in the Gateways International 
Journal of Community Research and Engagement.   
 
The Global University Network for Innovation conference, Barcelona:  Two community 
partners attended and presented at the 6th International Conference on Higher Education, 
convened by the Global University Network for Innovation (GUNI). The conference profiled 
community university partnerships from across the world seeking to address social inequalities 
through research and student engagement. It was supported by the UNESCO Chairs for 
Community Based Research and Social Responsibility in Higher Education (the only UNESCO 
Chair co-held by an academic and a community partner together), whose mission centres on 
the need to co-create knowledge and identify the most effective practices in community-
university research partnerships with special emphasis on vulnerable communities and less 
wealthy nations http://unescochair-cbrsr.org/. Learning points: 

https://ccph.memberclicks.net/community-network-for-research-equity---impact
http://unescochair-cbrsr.org/
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- All parties find it challenging to create more equitable conditions for community-
university partnerships to flourish, given the multiple agendas and pressures of 
participants, and the need to find more ways to come together to develop more 
effective working in the future  

- Power differentials in partnership working were discussed, however there were few 
solutions offered on how to make a space for a new way of working  

- The need to stand together and provide statements that could speak to policy was one 
tool that could be used to develop this work in the future- see the statement developed 
from the conference http://unescochair-cbrsr.org/pdf/resource/GDIII-Final-May_20.pdf  

- Very few community partners attended and few of the signatories represented 
community-based organisations.  
 

CUExpo, Canada: Five members of the working group attended CUExpo 2013 
http://cuexpo2013.ca. This Canadian-led conference showcases community-university 
partnerships worldwide and convenes to discuss and build capacity for community-university 
partnership working. Of the 500 delegates, around 40% represented community-based 
organisations which provided a welcome dynamic to the content and tone of conversations. 
Whilst there are similarities between the UK and Canadian contexts, there are some significant 
differences. For example: in Canada, community partnerships are fore-grounded, particularly 
due to the First Nations context; they are more likely to involve both researchers and students 
working together with community partners to address social issues; and there is a strong 
tradition of service learning and student placements.  Learning points: 

- Numerous discussions about the challenges to community-university partnership 
working  

- Practical illustrations and profiles of good quality mutually beneficial partnership work  
- Sharing and refining principles of working together.  

 
AHRC Connected Communities Programme Summit meetings: Community partners 
delivered workshops at the Arts and Humanities Research Council Connected Communities 
Programme Showcase events in both 2012 and 2013. This was a wonderful opportunity to 
connect with other researchers and community partners engaged in partnership working and 
profile the work of our own project.  http://www.ahrc.ac.uk/Funding-Opportunities/Research-
funding/Connected-Communities/Events/Pages/Connected-Communities-Showcase-
Event.aspx 
 
Field trip to Ireland: The National University of Ireland, Galway www.nuigalway.ie/cki hosted a 
field trip for three members of the working group in February 2014. One community partner 
captured the visit on film where the importance of personalities, leadership and careful 
planning with partners about what they valued about a partnership was noted. Small 
communities where there are limited numbers of organisations to partner with and where 
everybody knows everybody else could be one reason for partners being more careful about 
building and maintaining relationships. 
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