Museum-University Partnerships
Conversation starters



Using the scales

These scales are a useful way
to stimulate conversations
about the nature of your

museum-university partnership.

* Each organisation takes a
set of coloured counters

+ Each organisation considers
each of the statements and
places their counters on the
scale, indicating how they
would like the partnership
to function, as shown here:

What type of partnership would you like?

Long term
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Agreeing the nature Top tips
of your partnership

Working together: + Don’t forget that there is no ‘right
or wrong’ answer to any of these
statements. Mapping out everybody’s
aspirations and assumptions gives you
the chance to discuss potential sticking
points in advance, and try to find ways
+ Discuss these similarities and to work around or with them
differences exploring:
- Areas where you have or can
come to a shared view
- Areas in which you can compromise
- Areas that will need more work + Some of the scales are best considered
right at the start of the partnership,
whereas others may have value as your
) partnership develops. Consider using
Caution @ the scales as a way of checking in

Don't forget that terminology may
differ between organisations. Ensure
you've discussed any differences in
your understandings-it may change
where you place your counters.

* Look at each statement and compare
where you have placed the counters-
where are you similar and where are
you different?

« Some of these scales may not be
relevant to your partnership-so
choose the ones that are most helpful
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The National Co-ordinating Centre for Public Engagement
(NCCPE] is internationally recognised for its work supporting
and inspiring universities to engage with the public. We work
to change perspectives, promote innovation, and nurture
and celebrate excellence. We also champion meaningful
engagement that makes a real and valued difference to
people’s lives.

The NCCPE is supported by the UK Higher Education Councils,
Research Councils UK and Wellcome, and has been hosted by
the University of Bristol and the University of the West of
England since it was established in 2008.

This resource was inspired by the Museum-University Partnership Initiative
(MUPI) and draws on ideas developed in Creating Living Knowledge
(Facer & Enright, 2016, p.90-97), an AHRC Connected Communities/
University of Bristol publication. Funded by Arts Council England, the
MUPI project supported universities and museums to develop purposeful
collaborations that realised mutual benefit.
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National Co-ordinating Centre
for Public Engagement

Tel 0117 328 7190
Email nccpe.enquiries@uwe.ac.uk
Twitter @NCCPE

www.publicengagement.ac.uk
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